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POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 


In  a  recent  trade-mark  case  before  the  House  of  Lords,  one 
of  the  learned  Lords  in  the  course  of  his  judgment  said  it 
was  not  very  easy  to  invent  a  word  which  could  be  accepted 
as  a  trade-mark.  The  word  "  Solio "  for  a  photographic 
paper  was  considered  an  invented  word  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act.  We  offer  one  guinea  for  the  best  "  invented 
word  "  for  any  kind  of  article  sold  by  chemists  and  drug- 
gists which  may  be  sent  to  us  on  a  postcard  during  the 
month  of  September. 


OUR    DIARY    FOR  1899. 

The  "  C.  &  D.  Diary"  is  used 

Every  day  of  the  year, 

All  the  year  round. 

In  thousands  of  pharmacies 

In  every  country  in  the  world. 

The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1899,  will  begin  a  fourth 
decade  of  that  sine  qua  non,  and  we  anticipate  making  it  better 
than  its  predecessors.  We  have  to  look  far  ahead  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  it,  because  it  takes  six  weeks  or  more  to  reach  C.  &  D. 
subscribers  in  remote  parts  of  the  earth,  and  we  like  everyone  to 
have  the  Diary  in  hand  by  Christmas-time,  so  that  he  may  make 
it  ready  for  use  on  the  first  day  of  the  new  year.  By  next  month 
we  shall  be  putting  it  to  press.  We  give  this  early  notice  of  the 
matter  in  order  that  business  houses  may  get  ready  their  adver- 
tisements for  the  Diary.  There  are,  we  understand,  many 
regular  advertisers  with  us  who  prefer  to  give  special  orders  for 
their  Diary  advertisements,  and  we  strongly  recommend  them  to 
inform  our  Publisher  without  delay  what  space  they  wish  to 
have  reserved.  It  will  pay  to  take  pains  in  drafting  the  Diary 
advertisements.  Each  one  speaks  to  buyers  every  business  day 
of  the  year  all  the  year  round ;  therefore  it  is  good  to  make  the 
advertisement  comprehensive,  explicit,  and  illustrative  of  the 
chief  goods  and  best  bargains  the  advertiser  has  to  offer.  We  see 
to  the  indexing  by  entering  every  article  advertised  in  the 
encyclopaedic  "Buyers'  Guide,"  which  is  not  the  least  valuable 
business  feature  of  the  Diary 


We  print  a  further  and  full  report  of  the  American 
peppermint-crop  (p.  535). 

"  The  Way  POISON  is  put  into  medicine-bottles  is  a 
scandal,"  says  Dr.  Bishop,  of  Ardwick  (p.  504). 

The  Death  op  Me.  John  Walton,  chemist.  Wolver- 
hampton, has  been  investigated  by  the  Coroner  (p.  504). 

About  Fourteen  Chemists  out  op  Ten  Thousand 
become  insane.    So  say  the  Lunacy  Commissioners  (p.  522). 

The  Borax  and  Mucilage  Mixture  still  brings  in 
practical  opinions  which  dispensers  will  be  interested  in 
(p.  527). 

"A  Fearful  Drinker,"  two  years  old,  who  took  paraffin 
oil  with  impunity,  has  succumbed  to  oil  of  cloves  and  lauda- 
num (p.  505). 

M.  Mathieu,  a  French  scientist,  claims  to  have  found 
out  how  to  protograph  in  colours.  He  uses  the  familiar 
screens  (p.  508). 

Several  Claims  for  inventions  of  matches  which  will 
readily  strike,  but  which  are  free  from  phosphorus,  are 
announced  (p.  522). 

We  give  further  and  fuller  particulars  regarding  the 
examination  of  the  Spsctacle-makers'  Company  and  how  to 
prepare  for  it  (p.  516). 

The  P.A.T.A.  Council  reports  progress,  the  membership 
having  been  added  to  since  the  last  meeting,  and  supplies  to 
cutters  stopped  (p.  513). 

A  Hospital  Nurse  at  Chelsea  gave  a  woman  some 
diarrhcea-mixture,  and,  as  the  patient  died,  the  nurse  was 
censured  by  the  Coroner  (p.  505). 

Judgments  have  been  obtained  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  against  grocers  at  Oldham  and  Llanrwst  for  selling 
poisonous  patent  medicines  (p.  511). 

The  Inland  Revenue  Report  shows  that  the  income 
from  patent-medicine  stamps  last  year  exceeded  230,000/. — 
the  highest  figure  yet  reached  (p.  518). 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Grocers'  Federa- 
tion write  us  a  letter  reporting  their  experience  with  the 
free-stamp  trading  system  now  being  introduced  into  some 
provincial  towns  (p.  527). 

The  Contest  for  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  is  to 
be  brisk,  and  will  turn  on  the  company-question.  We  print 
Dr.  Mac  Walter's  manifesto  (p.  507),  and  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Wm.  F.  Wells,  jun.  (p.  526). 

United  States  Consuls  have  reported  upon  the  drug- 
trade  of  foreign  countries,  and  from  the  combined  reports 
presented  to  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  we 
cull  some  interesting  facts  (p.  520). 

Metric  Weights  and  Measures  cannot  be  verified 
yet.  We  print  letters  on  the  subject  from  the  Clerk  to  the 
London  County  Council,  and  Mr.  Chaney,  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  latter  indicates  that  the  millilitre  and  cubic 
centimetre  are  equivalent  (p.  521). 

Business  in  the  Produce-market  has  quieted  down 
this  week.  Camphor  and  quicksilver  are  the  articles  which 
have  received  most  attention,  the  former  hi.  per  lb.  dearer, 
and  the  first-hand  price  of  the  latter  has  dropped  from 
11.  12s.  6d.  to  11.  (p.  531). 

The  Geegory's-powdf.e  Question  is  assuming  a  more 
serious  aspect  for  chemist.-,  as  an  investigation  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney  shows  that  natural  changes  take  place  in  the  powder 
which  the  analytical  methods  may  put  down  as  adulteration 
with  carbonate  (p.  515). 

The  death  of  Mr.  E.  P.  Murray,  of  Clones,  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  from 
an  accident  in  his  shop,  is  recorded  (p.  517).  The  death  of 
M.  Rigaud,  a  well-known  French  manufacturer  of  pharma- 
ceutical preparations,  is  reported  bv  our  Paris  correspondent 
(p.  503). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  "Wolverhampton  Chemist's  Death. 

On  Monday  morning  Mr.  H.  H.  Phillips  (Borough  Coroner 
of  Wolverhampton)  held  an  adjourned  inquest  at  the  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Lower  Horsley  Fields,  Wolverhampton,  respect- 
ing the  death  of  John  Walton  (47),  chemist,  of  Lower 
Horsley  Fields,  whose  death  took  place  on  August  26,  the 
deceased  having  previously  suffered  from  diarrhoea.  The 
inquest  had  been  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
post-mortem  examination,  and  subsequently  again  adjourned 
for  the  contents  of  the  stomach  to  be  analysed  by  the  public 
analyst.  Mr.  E.  H.  T.  Jones  (Borough  Analyst)  now  deposed 
that  he  had  examined  the  contents  of  the  stomach  for 
mineral  or  organic  poison,  but  had  failed  to  detect  the 
slightest  indication  of  either.  He  had  also,  he  said,  ex- 
amined a  glass  jar,  and  found  that  it  had  contained  a  pre- 
paration of  rhubarb  and  precipitated  chalk.  Dr.  Mactier 
said  death  was  due  to  chronic  alcoholic  poisoning.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  to  that  effect. 

Medicine-mistakes. 

A  mother  at  Sunderland  gave  her  15-months'  child  lauda- 
num for  syrup  of  rhubarb.  The  child  died  in  consequence. 
Both  medicines  were  kept  in  the  cupboard. 

A  girl  2  years  of  age,  named  Rose  Annie  Short,  living  in 
Manchester,  upset  a  teacupful  of  boiling-water  over  her 
person,  scalding  herself  severely.  A  neighbour  gave  the 
child's  mother  what  she  believed  to  be  linseed  oil  to  pour 
over  the  scalds,  but  it  turned  oat  to  be  caustic  solution. 
The  child  died  soon  afterwards.  The  Coroner  said  anybody 
who  kept  poison  in  drink'ng-bottles  ought  to  bsjseverely 
punished.    Verdict,  accidental  death. 

Arthur  Frost,  barman  at  the  King's  Arms  Hotel,  Chancery 
Lane,  Ardwick,  was  charged  at  the  Manchester  Police  Court 
on  September  17  with  attempting  to  commit  suicide.  He 
drank  something  out  of  a  bottle  labelled  "  Chloroform, 
poison,"  which  was  amongst  other  bottles  in  one  of  the  bed- 
rooms of  the  hotel.  His  explanation  was  that  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  taking  a  solution  of  salts  and  lemon,  and  upon 
going  to  have  a  dose  of  this  picked  up  the  wrong  bottle, 
both  being  very  much  alike.  Dr.  Bishop  told  the  Court  that 
the  defendant  was  not  a  likely  person  to  take  his  life.  He 
considered  the  way  poison  was  put  into  medicine-bottles 
nowadays  was  nothing  less  than  a  scandal.  A  plain  label 
was  hardly  sufficient  to  denote  its  contents.  His  opinion 
was  that  poison  shoald  be  dispensed  in  one  particular  kind 
of  bottle  only,  with  a  special  label.  Mr.  Charles  Rowley 
(the  presiding  Magistrate)  :  I  quite  agree  with  you.  Frost 
was  discharged. 

Mr.  Green's  "  Noble  Part.'' 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  Dewsbury 
Infirmary  held  last  week  Mr.  Woodcock  proposed  "  That  the 
best  thanks  of  the  Board  be  tendered  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Green 
for  the  noble  part  he  had  taken  in  reference  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  system  of  buying  drugs  by  contract  instead  of  by 
open  purchase,  as  heretofore."  He  eulogised  Mr.  Green  in 
most  laudatory  terms,  and  then  moved  the  resolution,  which 
was  seconded  by  another  member.  Dr.  Beattie,  however, 
objected  to  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  the  contract- 
system  for  drugs  was  bad,  and,  even  if  it  were  not,  it  had  not 
yet  had  a  sufficient  trial.  Mr.  Green  lose  before  the  motion 
could  be  pat,  and  said  he  had  many  calls  upon  his  time,  and 
had  been  consulting  his  solicitor  as  to  whether  he  ought  not 
to  cease  working  for  the  Infirmary.  As  to  the  thanks  of  the 
Board,  he  wanted  none  ;  he  was  sufficiently  rewarded  by 
knowing  he  had  helped  the  institution,  and  this  he  reiterated 
more  than  once.  This  speech  brought  up  Mr.  Woodcock 
again,  who  said  he  "  was  surprised  and  pained  and  astonished," 
for  Mr.  Green  more  than  a  month  ago  asked  him  to  move 
that  resolution  thanking  him  for  "  the  noble  part"  he  bad 
played,  and  did  so  in  the  presence  of  a  third  member  of  the 
Board.  Even  a  few  minutes  before  the  meeting  opened  Mr. 
Greja  mjfc  hin  in  bis  corridor  ani  told  him  not  to  forget. 


Roars  of  laughter  followed  this  statement,  and  Mr.  Green 
seemed  dumbfounded.  The  President  suggested  the  with- 
drawal of  the  motion,  but  Mr.  Woodcock  would  not  consent 
to  this,  exclaiming  that  he  hoped  all  would  vote  against  it. 
Ultimately,  however,  the  President's  advice  was  taken. 

Accident  with  Methylated  Spirit. 

A  curious  accident  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Court  &  Co.,  Heme  Bay.  on  Saturday.  The  manager  had1 
occasion  to  go  to  the  fireproof-store,  in  which  was  kept  a 
stock  of  methylated  spirit.  Not  being  able  in  the  dark  to 
find  the  keyhole,  he  obtained  a  light.  Immediately  he 
opened  the  door  he  became  enveloped  in  flames,  and  sus- 
tained severe  burns.  An  examination  of  the  room  showed 
that  the  vessel  containing  the  spirit  had  leaked,  and  the- 
store  being  airtight  the  fumes  accumulated,  and  on  coming 
in  contact  with  a  light  burst  into  flames. 

Vitriol  Accident. 

On  September  19  some  carboys  of  vitriol  were  being 
unloaded  at  Messrs.  Batey's  mineral-water  works,  Laburnum 
Street,  Hoxton.  when  one  of  the  carboys  slipped  from  the- 
hoist-chain  and,  falling  to  the  ground,  was  broken.  Three 
men  and  a  boy  were  more  or  less  burnt  by  the  acid  splashing 
them,  two  of  the  men  about  the  head  and  body  so  seriously 
as  to  necessitate  their  removal  to  the  German  Hospital, 
where  they  will  probably  be  detained  for  some  days. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Dartford  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender  of  Messrs. 
Baiss  Brothers  &  Co.,  London,  for  drugs,  and  that  of  the- 
Lawes's  Chemical  Fluid  Company  for  disinfectants  for  the 
ensuing  quarter. 

Mr.  W.  Stedman,  chemist  and  druggist,  West  Mailing 
(Kent),  has  secured  the  contract  for  drugs  for  the  Guardians 
for  the  next  half-year. 

The  contract  for  the  supply  of  saltpetre,  arrowroot,  quinine, 
cotton-wool,  fullers'  earth,  and  stone  brimstone  to  Ponte- 
fract  Guardians  has  been  given  to  Mr.  T.  P.  Ramsden.  Mr. 
W.  Bratley  supplies  soft  soap,  cod-liver  oil,  and  lint ;  and  Mr. 
S.  S.  McHugh,  disinfectant  soft  soap,  waterproof-sheeting, 
castor  oil,  and  soap- plaster  strapping. 

The  Bedford  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender  of  Mr. 
W.  Graves  for  carbolic  soap  at  19s  2d.  per  cwt.,  and  the 
Sanitas  Company  disinfecting-fluid  at  4s.  per  gal. 

The  Ludlow  Guardians  have  accepted  the  following  tender 
for  supplies  : — Mr.  G.  Woodhouse.  cod-liver  oil  at  lid.  per  lb., 
quinine  at  2s.  3d.  per  oz  ,  linseed  meal  at  Z\d.  per  lb. 

The  Cannock  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender  of  Mr. 
L.  Adams,  of  Cannock,  for  Calvert's  carbolic  soap  (No.  9)  at 
30s.  6^.  per  cwt.,  and  Calvert's  soft  soap  at  29s.  6d.  per  cwt.  ; 
and  Mr  J.  Salmon,  Cannock,  supplies  linseed  meal  at  15s. 
per  cwt. ;  Mr.  T.  Fereday,  Bridgtown,  saltpetre  at  3§d.  per 
lb.;  and  Mr.  J.  Wakefield,  Brewood,  "Van  Houten's  cocoa  at 
2s.  9d  per  lb. 

The  East  Ashford  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Apps  Brothers,  of  Brabourne.  for  the  supply  of 
carbolic  soap  at  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  arrowroot  at  1CW. 
per  lb. 

The  Chesterton  (Cambs)  Board  of  Guardians  have 
accepted  the  tender  of  Mr.  Addison  for  the  supply  of 
quinine  and  cod-liver  oil  for  the  ensuing  six  months. 

The  Sculcoates  Guardians,  Hull,  have  contracted  with  Mr. 
F.  E.  Lambert,  chemist,  Hull,  for  drugs. 

The  Doctor's  Powders  and  the  Teething-powders. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Leicester  on  September  15,  relative 
to  the  death  of  a  child  a  year  old,  named  West.  The  mother 
stated  that  on  the  previous  Sunday  she  gave  the  child,  who 
had  had  convulsions,  part  of  a  fever-powder.  Subsequently 
she  sent  for  Dr  Whitehouse,  who  did  not  attend,  but  sent 
two  powders.  She  administered  one  to  the  child.  It  dozed 
off  and  did  not  appear  to  be  properly  conscious  afterwards. 
She  gave  the  child  the  second  powder  the  following  morning 
and  in  the  evening  gave  it  a  teething-powder.  She  again 
communicated  with  Dr.  Whitehouse,  who  sent  a  bottle  of 
medicine  and  two  powders.  She  gave  one  of  the  powders, 
but  as  the  child  did  not  improve  she  sent  for  the  doctor  who 
came  and  stated  that  deceased  was  suffering  from  opium 
poisoning.  Coffee  was  administered,  but  the  child  died.  The 
doctor  took  away  the  teething-powder,  and  she  produced  the 
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second  powder  Dr.  Whitehouse  sent.  Dr.  Whitehouse  said 
he  had  submitted  the  teething-powder  he  took  away  to 
Messrs.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  analytical  chemists.  The 
inquest  was  adjourned. 

Not  the  Powder  this  Time. 

At  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Lwgham, 
deputy-coroner  for  the  City,  held  an  inquest  respecting  the 
11-months-old  daughter  of  a  labourer,  living  at  3  Dorset 
Street,  Spitalfields.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Mears,  the  mother, 
said  the  deceased  was  weakly  from  birth.  Last  Thursday- 
week  she  took  the  child  from  Spitalfields  to  "  Dr."  Robert- 
son's,  in  East  Street,  Walworth,  and  he  gave  her  a  grey 
powder,  and  again  on  Saturday  and  Wednesday  he  repeated 
the  powder,  but  then  advised  her  to  take  it  to  another 
doctor,  or  to  Guy's  or  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  The  Coroner  : 
Why  did  you  take  it  all  the  way  to  Walworth  ?  The  Wit- 
ness :  Because  he  had  always  been  the  doctor  I  had  gone  to. 
Coroner's  Officer :  It  is  not  a  doctor's,  sir,  only  a  chemist's 
shop  carried  on  by  a  Mr.  Sumner  in  the  name  of  Robertson 
&  Co.  The  witness  said  she  took  the  child  home,  and  with 
her  last  penny  gave  it  some  milk  ;  and  the  next  morniog 
took  it  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The  Coroner :  Why 
did  not  you  go  to  Guy's  or  St.  Thomas's,  as  advised  ?  The 
Witness  :  Well,  us  poor  people  ain't  no  faith  in  Guy's  or 
Thomas's,  so  I  went  to  Bartholomew's.  The  Coroner :  Have 
you  any  more  children  ?  The  Witness  (crying):  Yes,  eight 
more.  Dr.  Heath,  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  stated 
that  death  was  due  to  exhaustion  from  diarrhoea.  Other 
evidence  showed  that  the  whole  family  were  very  respect- 
able, but  practically  in  a  state  of  starvation,  and  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  natural  death,  and/gave  their  fees  to 
the  parents. 

Parental  Obligations. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  September  13,  at  Ipswich,  on  the 
infant  child  of  Fredk.  Kirby.  The  child  was  taken  ill  on 
the  Monday  with  sickness  and  slight  diarrhoea.  A  powder 
was  obtained  from  Mr.  E.  Matcham,  chemist  and  druggist, 
but,  as  the  child  became  worse  on  Tuesday,  a  doctor  was 
called  in.  Death  took  place  from  exhaustion  due  to 
diarrhoea  and  sickness.  The  Coroner,  in  commenting  on  the 
case,  said  parents  owed  a  duty  to  their  children  in  seeking 
medical  advice  promptly  whenever  they  were  ill.  He  also 
advocated  the  use  of  sterilised  milk,  in  view  of  the  prevalence 
of  diarrhoea  among  children  during  the  hot  weather. 

Prescribing  by  Nurses. 

At  an  inquest  held  this  week  at  Chelsea  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Drew 
on  the  body  of  a  widow  named  Sawford,  who  died  at 
Bramerston  Street,  some  extraordinary  statements  were  made 
by  the  assistant-matron  of  Chelsea  Infirmary. 

The  deceased  was  engaged  at  the  institution  as  a  needle- 
woman, and,  having  an  attack  of  diarrhoea,  Bertha  McKay, 
the  assistant-matron,  gave  her  some  medicine,  of  which  she 
took  three  and  a  half  doses.  Death  took  place  the  next  day. 
Miss  McKay  said  it  was  the  stock  diarrhoea- mixture  which 
she  gave. 

The  Coroner  pointed  out  that  the  mixture  contained  15 
minims  of  tincture  of  opium  to  the  dose,  which  was  a  very  large 
quantity ;  and  he  was  sure  the  medical  staff  would  not  pre- 
scribe 15  minims  of  tincture  of  opium  to  be  given  to  any 
person  suffering  from  diarrhoea.  He  asked  if  it  was  not  a 
breach  of  the  regulations  for  the  nurses  to  prescribe  for  anyone. 

The  witness  said  she  did  not  prescribe.  There  was  no  rule 
to  prevent  her  giving  it  in  this  way. 

The  Coroner :  Well,  the  doctor  may  say  it  was  harmless 
in  this  case,  but  the  danger  is  that  persons  without  any 
knowledge  of  drugs  or  disease  should  be  allowed  to  give 
drugs  in  this  way.  If  it  goes  on  something  serious  will 
happen  one  of  these  days.  He  was  sure  Dr.  Moore  would 
say  it  was  never  meant  to  be  given  to  anyone  who  had 
diarrhoea. 

Sergt.  Adie  said  he  had  seen  the  doctor.  A  stock-medicine 
was  given  to  the  nurses  to  give  to  persons  in  the  wards  who 
were  under  medical  advice,  but  it  was  not  meant  to  be 
given  to  any  person.  He  believed  it  had  been  done  with  the 
best  intention. 

The  Matron  was  called  and  said  she  understood  the  medi- 
cine was  the  same  as  was  given  to  the  laundry  people,  and  it 
was  a  regular  thing  to  do. 


The  Coroner  said  it  was  most  dangerous.  It  a  person 
was  suffering  from  kidney-disease,  such  a  dose  might'  prove 
fatal.  - 

The  witness  admitted  that  the  mixture  was  given  to  the 
laundry  people  without  anything  being  known  aixmt  their 
constitution. 

Dr.  Joseph  Cary  said  the  woman  was  suffering  Irom 
kidney-disease,  but  death  was  due  to  gastritis  following  the 
diarrhoea.  It  was,  he  said,  a  very  indiscreet,  thing  to  give  a. 
person  15  minims  of  tincture  of  opium  in  a  dose  of  medicine 
except  under  direct  medical  advice.  It  was  a  large  dose, 
and  ought  not  to  be  given  indiscriminately,  as  it  might  prove 
fatal  in  a  case  of  Bright's  disease.  He  was  satisfied  this 
death  was  unconnected  with  the  opium. 

The  jury,  in  returning  a  verdict  of  death  from  natural 
causes,  pointed  out  that  the  assistant-matmQ  ;.hould  be  more 
careTul  in  the  future,  and  she  might  kill  a  person  unwittingly. 
They  added  a  rider  to  their  verdict  that  they  considered  that 
the  nurfing  staff  should  not  administer  medicine  containing 
poisons  to  any  person  except  under  direct  medical  super- 
vision, or  with  the  authority  of  the  medical  staff. 

A  Thirsty  Child. 
An  illegitimate  child,  named  John  Waite,  who  died  at 
Sunderland  at  the  age  of  2  years,  was.  said  the  mother  at 
the  inquest,  a  fearful  drinker.  He  would  drink  anything, 
no  matter  what,  and  would  play  for  hours  pulling  out  aud 
pushing  in  corks  into  bottles.  She  had  to  be  always  watch- 
ing him.  Last  Saturday  afternoon  the  oil  man  came,  and 
after  filling  the  lamp-bowl  she  went  to  the  door  for  more 
oil.  Returning,  she  found  deceased  on  the  table  with  the 
lamp  at  his  mouth,  drinking  the  paraffin  oil.  Ke  became 
sick,  but  soon  recovered.  Syphons  seemed  to  bother  him, 
but  he  was  getting  to  understand  them.  A  neighbour  said 
the  child  seemed  always  thirsty,  and  would  "  rummage  " 
round  the  bottom  of  her  cupboards.  Twice  or  thrice  she  had 
caught  him  drinking  from  the  paraffin-oil  bottle.  A  month 
ago  he  fell  into  the  rain-water  tub  whilst  trying  to  get  a 
drink  from  it.  The  child's  last  drink  was  from  a  mixture 
of  oil  of  cloves  and  laudanum  which  the  mother  had  got  foi 
her  toothache. 

Chemical-works  Dismantled. 

Seaham  Harbour  Chemical-works,  which  are  owned  by  the 
United  Alkali  Company,  and  have  been  idle  for  a  consider- 
able period,  are  being  dismantled,  the  ground  on  which  they 
stand  being  required  for  sidings  in  connection  with  the 
new  deep-water  dock  scheme.  Seabarn  Harbour  Chemical- 
works  were  founded  in  1865  bv  the  late  Mr.  J.  Watson, 
who  was  previously  with  the  Washington  Chemical-works, 
in  partnership  with  the  late  Mr.  Kipling.  Mr.  John  Petrie, 
ironfounder,  of  Rochdale,  a  relative  of  Mr.  Kipling  by  mar- 
riage, was  also  a  member  of  the  firm.  Soda,  bleaching- 
powder,  magnesia,  sulphuric  acid,  &c,  were  largely  manu- 
factured. Soda  was  then  at  the  phenomenal  price  of  It.  bs. 
per  ton.  About  400  chemical  workers,  coopers,  joiners,  en- 
gineers, clerks,  and  others,  with  ttvo  steamers,  were  employed. 
The  firm  was  subsequently  turned  into  a  limited  company, 
and  the  works  were  afterwards  sold  to  the  Alkali  Union. 

Poisoning  by  Disinfectant. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  September  17  at  the  Durham 
County  Asylum,  Sedarefield,  when  a  verdict  of  poisoned  by 
misadventure  was  returned.  The  case  was  one  in  which  a 
patient,  Geo.  Geldard,  is  supposed  to  have  drunk  some 
disinfecting  fluid  which  had  been  left  in  a  saucer  in  one  of 
the  wards,  and,  according  to  the  medical  evidence,  the- 
decsased  'appeared  to  be  recovering  from  the  effects,  when 
he  took  a  sudden  turn  for  the  worse  and  died  almost 
immediately. 

Gymnasium  for  Pharmacists. 

Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  of  the  Phoenix  Mills, 
Dartford,  propose  to  erect  a  gymnasium  in  the  grounds  of 
Acacia  Hail ;  and  the  Dartford  Urban  District  Council  has. 
passed  the  plans  of  the  structure. 

Up  Higher 

At  tie  jMaidstone  Revision  Court,  on  September  16,  Mr, 
Thomas  Goff,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Tonbridge  Road, 
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Maidstone,  applied  to  be  changed  from  the  service-franchise 
to  the  occupiers'  list.  Mr.  Goff  explainer!  that  he  had  been 
for  four  years  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Walter  Goff  and  Mr. 
I  loi  rell,  but  last  June  was  admitted  to  partnership.  Objec- 
tion was  made  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Goff  had  occupied  the 
premises  in  two  different  positions  during  the  twelve  months. 
Mr.  Dering,  revising:  barrister,  said  it  had  been  ruled  that 
such  occupation  did  not  matter,  and  therefore  allowed  the 
claim. 

Fires. 

A  fire  of  a  very  destructive  character  occurred  last  Satur- 
day morning,  at  North  Road,  New  Cross  Road,  S  E  ,  upon  the 
sxtensive  premises  of  Messrs.  Aspinall  (Limited),  enamel- 
paint  manufacturers.  A  building  of  four  floors  was  gutted 
and  other  premises  seriously  damaged. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  the  evening  of  September  15,  at  Messrs. 
hooper's,  Lower  Works,  Berkhamstead.  About  500  tons  of 
sulphur  was  stored  on  the  premises,  and  some  of  this  getting 
alight  made  the  work  of  the  firemen  extremely  uncomfort- 
able In  about  an  hour  the  fire-brigade,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  firm's  workpeople,  got  the  fire  under.  The  fire  is 
Mipposed  to  have  been  caused  by  friction  of  the  machinery  in 
the  mixing  department,  and  the  damage  is  estimated  at 
about  100/,' 

Doctor's  Strychnine-draught. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Great  Bud  worth,  near  Northwich, 
on  September  17,  into  the  circumstances  of  the  death  of  Dr. 
William  Howard  Clark.  He  was  aged  27,  and  belonged  to 
Beccles,  Suffolk,  and  Norwich.  He  was  an  M.B.  and  CM., 
Aberdeen,  and  had  just  completed  a  twelve  months'  engage- 
ment, at  St.  Helens.  He  had  bapn  for  a  fortnight  acting  for 
Dr.  Love,  of  Great  Budworth.  Coming  home  exhausted  after 
a  fcur-mile  walk  he  seems  to  have  mixed  for  himself  a 
draught  of  gentian,  ammonia,  and  strychnine  as  a  "  pick-me- 
up."  The  jury  found  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure, 
due  to  the  taking  of  an  overdose  of  strychnine,  and  added 
that  in  their  opinion  the  deceased  had  accidentally  placed 
too  much  of  the  poison  in  the  glass. 

Wine-licences. 

The  following  chemists  have    been  granted  off  wine- 
Hcences  in  addition  to  those  previously  mentioned  : — 
Mr.  C  A.  Pratt.  Fore  Street,  Saltash. 
Mr.  G.  Turner,  Biggleswade. 
ISIr.  J.  F.  Victor  Field,  Chorley  Riad,  Swinton. 
Mr.  Reginald  Riw.sthorne,  VVilui>low  Road,  Withington. 
Mr.  Thomas  Hur.st,  Bournemouth. 

Bad  Burglary  Business. 

The  pharmacy  of  Mr.  Hinks,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Worcester,  was,  in  common  wiih  some  other  premises  in  the 
.s-ime  neighbourhood,  burglariously  entered  early  in  the 
morning  of  September  16.  Nothing  appears,  however,  to 
liave  been  stolen. 

The  premises  of  Messrs.  Head'and  &  Co.,  chemists,  North 
Street,  Brighton,  were  entered  during  the  night  of  Septem- 
ber 20,  through  the  fanlight.  A  few  postage- stamps,  i-ome 
loose  silver,  and  a  cheque-book  were  stolen,  also  a  packet  of 
-.□sect -powder  and  cachous.  The  premises  were  entered 
last  January  and  the  safe  bodily  carried  away  ;  this  time  the 
s>afe  which  replaces  the  stolen  one  was  lei t  intact. 

Theft  from  a  Druggist. 
At  Gainsborough,  on  September  12,  Jane  Allcock  was 
charged  with  stealing  a  tin  of  cocoa,  a  pot  of  honey,  and  a 
dressing-comb,  value  3s.,  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Clark, 
chemist,  Keston-in-Lindsey.  Prisoner,  who  said  she  was  in 
drink  at  the  time,  was  committed  for  fourteen  days. 

Charge  against  a  Traveller. 
At  Warrington,  oa  September  16,  J.  H.  Higham,  com- 
mercial traveller,  Blackburn,  was  charged  on  remand  with 
embezzling  76/.,  the  moneys  of  his  employers,  Messrs.  Joseph 
Crosfield  &  Sons,  soap  manufacturers.  Prisoner  pleaded 
guilty.  Mr.  Browne,  who  prosecuted,  said  the  prisoner  was 
entitled  to  take  12/.  as  a  month's  salary,  i-o  that  the  defalja- 
Uons  were  64/.    Sinc2  the  app-thensicn  Messrs.  Crosfie.ds 


had  been  petitioned  by  a  deputation  of  Blackburn  tradesmen 
to  withdraw  the  case.  That  was  impossible,  but  since  the 
warrant  was  issued  the  company  find  they  are  secured,  as 
the  prisoner's  father  had  previously  deposited  100/.  security. 
The  prisoner's  conduct  was  due  to  drink,  and  if  the  magis- 
trates i  houghs  the  ten  days'  imprisonment  which  he  had 
undergone  met  the  case,  his  clients  would  be  satisfied.  The 
Magistrates  discharged  the  prisoner. 

Some  Educational  Information. 
Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  North  Stafford- 
shire and  District  Chemists'  Association.  Hanley,  has  succeeded 
in  forming,  in  addition  to  the  botany  class  mentioned  last 
week,  a  class  in  advanced  theoretical  and  practical  chemistrv. 
It  is  intended  to  also  form  one  in  physics  if  sufficient  students 
come  forward. 

The  arrangements  of  the  Municipal  School  of  Science 
and  Technology,  Brighton,  for  the  coming  session  are  now 
complete.  In  the  Pharmacy  Section  there  will  be  given 
a  series  of  lectures  and  practical  demonstrations  to  cover 
the  whole  of  the  course  for  the  Minor  examination. 
Botany  will  be  taken  on  Wednesdays  at  10  a.m.,  chemistry  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  afternoons,  materia  medica  on  Fridays 
at  2.30  p.m.,  and  pharmacy,  dispensing,  and  prescription  - 
reading  on  Thursdays  at  2  p.m.  Fee  for  each  subject,  10s.  6d. 
per  term.  There  will  also  be  evening  classes  in  chemistry 
and  botany. 

Last  year  we  called  attention  to  the  effort  which  was 
being  made  by  Professor  J.  B.  Coleman,  of  the  South- 
western Polytechnic,  Chelsea,  to  do  for  students  of  pharmacy 
in  London  what  Professor  Clowes,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Nottingham  Chemists'  Association,  had  done  for  similar 
students  in  Nottingham.  We  are  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
chemistry  classes  have  been  so  successful  that  this  year 
botany  adapted  for  the  Minor  examination  has  been  added, 
and  should  that  be  successful  materia  medica  will  be  added 
next  year.  The  classes  deserve  to  be  encouraged  by  all 
employers  within  a  penny-ride  of  Chelsea.  The  chemistry 
lectures  are  given  on  Wednesday  evenings  at  8.45,  and  the 
practical  can  be  taken  on  Tuesday,  Thursday,  or  Friday 
eveniegs  up  to  10  o'clock,  the  fee  for  forty  lectures  and  one 
evening  a  week  in  the  laboratory  being  only  10s.  For  the 
same  sum  one  can  get  practical  botany  on  Tuesday  evenings, 
from  7  30  to  9,  followed  by  an  hour's  lecture,  Mr.  H.  B. 
Lacey  being  the  lecturer,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Seward  the  demon- 
strator. The  work  in  these  classes  is  specially  arranged  for 
Minor  students,  but  it  is  such  that  any  apprentice  who  has 
not  the  examination  immediately  in  view  will  find  them 
excellent  groundwork.  The  lectures  begin  on  September  28 
We  might  also  call  attention  to  the  science-classes  of  the 
Charterhouse  (William  Rogers's  Memorial)  Science  and  Art. 
Schools  and  Literary  Institute,  which  are  suitable  for  thosn 
residing  near  Aldersgate  Street.  It  is  an  old  and  good 
institution,  but  there  are  so  many  science  schools  in  the 
suburbs  now  that  these  old  schools  have  to  fight  hard  for 
their  places. 

Cricket. 

Allenbury  v.  Davy  Hills,  played  at  Brockley  on  Septem- 
ber 10.    Scores:  D.  H  ,  84  ;  Allenbury,  66. 

Allenbury  v.  Bolland,  plaved  at  Walthamstow  Septem- 
ber 17.    Scores :  Bolland,  113  ;  Allenbury,  65  for  8  wickets. 

Coroner  on  Chemists'  Prescribing. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Ramsgate  last  week  on  the  child  of 
a  visitor  who  died,  and  which  the  evidence  showed  had  bf  eti 
taken  to  a  chemist  for  advice,  the  Coroner  said  the  practice 
of  going  to  chemists  for  advice  he  regarded  as  an  unfortunate 
one  which  should  be  stopped.  It  was  both  dangerous  to  the 
patient  and  unfair  to  the  chemist,  who  was  no  doubt  a  skilled 
person  qualified  by  special  training  for  his  business;  but  his 
training  and  examinations  bad  to  do  with  the  properties  and 
the  dispensing  of  drugs,  and  not  with  their  effect  in  par- 
ticular cases  upon  the  human  body.  A  chemist's  diagnosis 
of  disease  or  illness  was  of  no  more  value  than  that  of  any 
other  layman.  Cheaiists  who  took  upon  them-elves  to  pre- 
scribe for  the  sick  rendered  themselves  liable  to  heavy 
penalties.  A  verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes  was 
returned. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. — October 
Examinations. 

The  last  days  for  lodging  applications  will  be — for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Assistants'  txhmination,  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 26  ;  for  the  Registered  Druggist  examination,  Tues- 
day, September  27;  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence 
examination,  Wednesday,  September  28. 

The  New  Examiner. 

The  Lords  Justices  and  Pi  ivy  Council  of  Ireland  have 
approved  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  A.  Forbes  Watson,  B.Sc, 
&c,  to  conduct  the  pharmaceutical  and  general  chemistry 
division  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  examination. 

Election  of  Pharmaceutical  Council. 

At  the  forthcoming  election  seven  councillors  retire  by 
rotation — namely,  Messrs.  Giindley,  Montgomery,  Kelly, 
Wells,  Conyngham,  Hayes,  and  Dr.  Merrin.  All  of  these 
except  Dr.  Merrin  offer  themselves  for  re-election.  The  four 
first-named  candidates  have  formed  themselves  into  a 
"  party,"  and  have  nominated  the  following  three  gentlemen 
as  "  fit  and  proper  persons  "  to  represent  the  licentiates,  &c.  : — 
Messrs.  Brittain  (Drogheda),  Michie  (Blackrock),  and  Tait 
(Belfast).  Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter  (Dublin)  is  also  a  candidate 
for  election,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  free  lance.  Mr.  R. 
W.  McKnight  (Belfast)  also  offers  himself.  In  their  circular 
Messrs.  Grindley,  Montgomery,  Kelly,  and  Wells  claim  that- 
they  have  devoted  a  considerable  amount  of  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  business  of  the  Society,  and  have  endeavoured  to 
carry  out  the  Acts  fairly.  If  re-elected,  they  will  continue 
to  do  so,  and  use  every  effort  to  advance  the  Society,  and  to 
protect  the  interests  alike  of  the  licentiates  and  registered 
druggists.  They  add  :  ■■  We  are  strongly  opposed  to  limited 
companies  being  allowed  to  trade  as  chemists  or  druggists, 
compounding  prescriptions,  or  selling  poisons.  If  re-elected, 
we  will  continue  to  use  our  best  efforts  to  have  the  law 
amended,  and  so  stop  this,  the  greatest  enemy  of  both  phar- 
macists and  druggists.  If  you  approve  of  our  action,  and 
are  opposed  to  this  great  evil,  we  confidently  ask  the  favour 
of  your  support,  and  also  to  return  with  us  Messrs.  Tait, 
Michie,  and  Brittain,  whom  we  have  nominated,  and  who  are 
opposed  to  company-pharmacy,  and,  if  elected,  will  support 
us  in  our  efforts  on  your  behalf." 

Dr.  McWalter  sends  us  a  sketch  of  his  policy  ias  follows: — 

If  elected,  I  purpose  pressing  the  following  reforms  : — ■ 

1.  The  classification  of  methylated  spirits  as  a  poison,  with  the 
consequent  restriction  of  its  sale  to  registered  persons. 

2.  The  inclusion  in  the  poisons-schedule  of  all  the  poisonous 
substances  enumerated  in  the  Bill  now  happily  defunct  (as  recently 
suggested  by  Mr.  Downes). 

3.  The  better  enforcement  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Acts 
by  the  appointment  of  local  secretaries  throughout  Ireland.  I  Fas 
est  a  Sassenacho  cioe'ere.) 

4.  The  xieriodical  inspection  and  report  on  the  quality  of  drugs 
supplied  by  grocers  and  other  unqualified  dealers,  with  their  sub- 
sequent prosecution  where  practicable. 

5.  The  recognition  of  the  Irish  Licence  as  a  pharmaceutical 
qualification  by  all  hospitals,  asylums,  prison  boards,  infirmaries, 
iV'C.,  in  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  its  total  recognition  in  all  our 
colonies. 

'6.  The  restriction  of  Poor-law  Union  drug-contracts  to  chemists 
or  druggists. 

7.  The  recognition  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  on 
at  least  the  same  terms  as  the  British  Society  in  all  future 
editions  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

8.  The  right  of  Irish  pharmacists  to  be  freed  de  facto  as  well 
as  de  jure  from  the  patent-medicine  tax. 

9.  The  provision  of  a  degree  for  pharmacists,  by  inducing  the 
Royal  University  to  grant  a  science  degree  in  the  department  of 
pharmacology. 

Together  with  such  other  measures  as  may  seem  calculated  to 
increase  the  honour,  dignity,  and  emoluments  of  our  calling. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Wells  in  regard  to  the  election  will  be 
found  in  our  correspondence  section.    Mr.  James  Michie,  of 


Blackrock,  co.  Dublin,  has  also  issued  a  circular  asking  for 
votes  and  declaring  his  opposition  to  '•  Limited  Company 
Pharmacy." 

Drug-contracts. 

Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  chemists,  Dublin,  have  been 
appointed  contractors  to  the  Newcastle  West  Union.  Eight 
tenders  were  received. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Ardee  Union  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  4c  Co.,  chemists,  Dublin,  for  drugs. 

A  Weakness  for  Belladonna-plaster. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  asked  the  Limerick. 
Dispensary  Committee  to  explain  why  such  large  quantities 
of  belladonna-plaster  have  been  distributed  from  the. dis- 
pensary. The  medical  officers  state  that,  while  no  more  ot 
the  plaster  was  used  than  was  necessary,  they  will  try  in 
future  to  reduce  the  output. 
j 

Echoes  of  the  Belfast  Actions. 

Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Belfast,  write- to 
the  Northern  Whir/  in  reference  to  the  report  of  the  action 
taken  against  them  and  their  assistant  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland.  They  say  1  he  allegation  of  the  prose- 
cuting solicitor  that  "  there  was  no  qualified  chemist  on  the 
premises  that  day"  was  quite  incorrect.  They  not  only  had 
a  qualified  chemist  doing  lodum  tent  »s  that  day  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Martin,  but  they  had  him  in  court  to  prove 
the  fact. 

-The  Ulster  Chemists  (Limited)  are  advertising  in  the  local 
press  that  the  compounding  of  prescriptions  at  all  the 
establishments  of  the  company  is  done  by  qualified  pharma- 
ceutical chemists.  Every  article  is  guaranteed  pure,  and  the 
prices  are  moderate  consistent  with  the  best  drugs  and 
chemicals. 


Scotch  IMcws, 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  alwa/js  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fire. 

At  11  o'clock  on  September  16  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Kennedy  &  Reid,  resin-distillers,  oil-refiners,  and  manufac- 
turing-chemists, Parkhead,  Glasgow,  were  discovered  to  be 
on  fire.  The  outbreak  was  quickly  got  under,  damage  to  the 
extent  of  1501.  being  done. 

Edinburgh.  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 

The  annual  autumn  holiday  prize-competition  was  held  at 
Carnoustie  on  Monday,  September  19,  with  the  following 
results  : — "  Gibson  handicap  medal  "  and  first  prize,  presented 
by  Mr.  D.  N.  Wylie,  Mr.  W.  C.  Baker;  second  prize,  Mr.  H.  D. 
Alexander;  third  prize,  Mr.  Geo.  Robertson.  After  dining  at 
the  Panmure  Arms,  a  hole  competition — Captain  ?•.  Vice- 
Captain — was  played,  resulting  in  favour  of  the  former  team 
by  four  holes.    Fourteen  members  were  present. 

Suffocated  by  Ammonia-fumes. 
Last  Saturday  afternoon  an  ammonia-tank  used  in  the 
works  of  the  Scottish  Cold  Storage  and  Ice  Company,  of  George 
Street,  Glasgow,  burst  with  a  loud  report,  filling  not  only  the 
whole  building,  but  the  atmosphere  for  a  considerable  space 
around,  with  stifling  smmr  nia-gas.     Seven  men,  including 
Mr.  Henry  Carphin,  the  manager,  were  on  the  premises  at ' 
the  time,  and  all  were  rescued  except  the  manager,  who,  it 
is  reported,  lost  his  life  in  attempting  to  save  the  six  work-' 
men.    Knowing  the  grave  danger,  he  rushed  to  turn  off  the 
ammonia,  but  fell  overcome  with  the  fumes.    Biit  for  the  ' 
gallant  work  of  the  firemen  the  workmen  must  have  all 
perished.    The  men  were  all  but  dead  when  dragged  out: ' 
One  has  died  since.    The  body  of  the  manager  has  been' 
found.  '  "  1 


Adulteration  op  Pimento  with  ground  cocoa-husks  has 
been  detected  in  Vienna.  The  adulteration  was  found  out 
by  microscopic  examination,  which  revealed  the  spirbids 
peculiar  to  cocoa-husks.  s 
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jfrcncb  IRcws. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


OuiTUARY  — The  Heath  is  announced  at  Reims  at  tbe  age 
of  72,  of  M.  Alfred  Poirier,  Director  of  the  Societe  Anoruyme 
c/c.v  Mati'eres  Colorantes  et  Produits  Chimiqves  de  St.  Den  is. 
He  w;ih  a  Senator  of  the  French  Parliament,  and  a  Chevalier 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

A.  Pharmaceutical  Mission  in  China.  —  The  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  is  about  to  send  a  pbarrnacien  to 
Chiun.  for  the  Tchiug-king  Hospital.  Prefeience  is  to  be 
given  to  a  navy  pharmacist,  and  the  salary  will  be  8.000f. 
(320/  )  per  annum.  The  Admiralty  has  undeitaken  lo  find 
the  proper  man. 

Allegations  Against  a  Cutting  Chemist. — The  case 
reported  in  the  C.  $  I),  of  [September  10  of  a  cutting  phar- 
macist, who  is  accused  of  fraud  in  making  up  doctors' 
prescriptions,  is  not  yet  settled,  but  meanwhile  some  portion 
of  the  French  press  both  in  Paris  and  the  provinces  has 
been  discussing,  as  is  usinl  when  such  events  occur,  in  terms 
of  some  vehemence,  the  means  of  preventing  their  recur- 
rence. The  impression  obtained  from  the  article  is  that 
somje  desire  prevails  to  limit  the  number  of  pharmacies,  as 
in  Germany.  But  this  radical  measure  is  admitted  to  be 
impracticable  owing  to  the  question  of  indemnity.  Another 
suggestion  is  the  more  rigid  inspection  of  pharmacies. 

Photography  in  Colours.  —  The  Figaro  publishes  an 
account  of  the  evolution  of  photography  in  colours  apropos 
of  an  invention  by  M.  Mathieu,  the  results  of  which  aie  now 
on  view  in  the  Figaro  offices.  The  article  is  by  M.  Emile 
Gautier,  a  popular  writer  on  science.  He  thinks  the  problem 
of  colour  photography  is  effectively  solved  by  M.  Mathitu's 
process.  The  principle  on  which  the  process  is  based  is  to 
split  up  combinations  of  colours  by  interposing  coloured 
screens  so  that  each  colour  may  have  its  own  individual 
action  on  specially  prepared  sensitive  plates.  The  well- 
known  Lyons  firm  of  photographic-plate  makers,  Lumieie&: 
Ses  tils,  are  about  to  open  showrooms  on  the  Boulevard  des 
Italiens  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  progress  in  colour- 
ph  otograpby. 

Kinbm  ATOGRAPHT  FOE  the  Blind. — Tbe  principal  item 
of  interest  at  last  week's  meeting  of  the  Paris  Academy  of 
Sciences  was  a  description  by  M.  Dus-saud,  of  a  new  invention 
by  him  of  areat  ingenuity  which  he  calls  "  kinematography  for 
the  blind.'  He  claims  to  have  succeeded  in  producing  a 
picture  in  relief  by  which  the  details  of  any  moving  object 
can  be  ascertained  by  the  touch.  The  details  given  by  M. 
Dussaud  :tre  of  an  elaborate  nature,  but  the  principle  is  that 
a  scene  is  photographed  on  to  a  plate  which  is  thus  embossed 
so  as  to  vary  in  relief  with  the  intensity  of  the  shadows,  the 
modification  being  effected  by  a  sheet  of  selenium  through 
which  a  current  of  electricity  is  parsing.  The  variations  are 
made  to  cause  bundles  of  parallel  rods  to  vibrate,  so  that 
blind  persons,  by  their  marvellous  sense  of  touch,  can  obtain 
a  very  good  idea  of  moving  objects. 

The  Phakmaciens'  Patients. — Amongst  the  "  first  aid  " 
patients  Paris  pharmaciens  have  had  to  attend  to  this  week 
are  the  following.  A  boy  who  while  cleaning  a  bicycle 
played  with  the  hind  wheel  and  had  the  tips  of  two  fingers 
taken  off  by  getting  tbem  under  the  cog-wheel  of  the  chain. 
A  man,  weil  known  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  markets  as 
a  tippler,  who  had  made  a  stupid  bet  to  drink  a  large  jug  of 
water  by  means  of  a  funnel  placed  in  his  throat ;  he  suc- 
cumbed in  the  pharmacy  to  an  apoplectic  fit.  A  seamstress 
who  had  run  a  needle  into  her  finger,  where  it  remained.  A 
man  who  had  found  some  pears  and  eaten  several.  They 
proved  to  be  poisoned  with  sulphate  of  copper  and  the  man 
died  Lt  transpired  that  a  market  gardener,  finding  that  one 
of  his  orchards  was  being  attacked  by  thieves,  poisoned  the 
fruit  Tbe  thieves  returned  the  next  night,  but  finding  the 
pears  bad  been  tampered  with  threw  them  away.  On 
Friday  a  cab-driver  died  in  a  pharmacy  in  the  Boulevard  de 
l'Hopital,  Paris.  His  horse  had  run  away  and  he  had 
stopped  it,  but  falling  under  ihe  cab  in  so  doing  he  was  run 
over. 

French  Hospital  Prescription. — The  annexed  is  a 
prescription  for  a  hair-restorer  by  Dr.  Sabourand,  who  is  one 


of  the  leading  hair-specialists  of  Paris.  We  reproduce  it  to 
show  the  method  of  hospital  prescribing  in  France  : — 


EEP-JPI.II5UE  r-RA.3STCpA.IBE 


Administration  generale  de  P  Assistance  publique  &  Pans. 


NATUHE 

03  LA  MALAOi: 


Rapporler  le  prteeni  Bulltun  chjque  foit  quo  Pon  went  coniulur 

PRESCRIPTIONS. 
S.«  4,8  69    r   — " — 


f  Id  Q  '  >jlmjl      0  foe/ 


ClluJL  *% 


fit 


r  «^f*M_  —  


Death  of  M.  F.  Rigaud  — By  the  death  of  M.  Francisque 
Rigaud,  which  occurred  in  Paris  last  Tuesday,  a  prominent 
figure  amongst  French  manufacturing-pharmacists  passed 
away.  A  representative  of  the  C.  A'  D-  called  on  Wednes- 
day at  the  offices  of  MM.  Rigaud  k  Clermont,  8  rue  Vivienne, 
Paris,  and  was  informed  that  the  decease  of  the  head  of  the 
firm  was  quite  unexpected.  "  I  am  quite  upset,"  said  one 
of  the  partners.  "  M.  Rigaud's  death  is  a  sad  blow  to  us. 
[  need  not  tell  you  that  the  great  development  of  the  foreign 
business  of  our  firm  was  due  mainly  to  his  initiative  and 
energy.  You  will  remember  that  he  began  bis  career  as  a 
pharmacien  under  M.  Dorvault,  the  founder  of  the  Pharmacie 
Centrale  de  France.  Later  he  became  connected  with 
Grimault  &  Co.,  of  which  firm  he  afterwards  became  sole 
proprietor,  and  its  trade  largely  increased  under  the  style  of 
Rigaud  &  Chapoteaut,  and  recently  as  Rigaud  Sc  Clermont." 
"Was  he  not  interested  in  political  work  1"  "  Yes,  greatly 
so.  Our  manufactory  is  at  Neuilly,  just  outside  Paris,  and 
for  the  last  thirty  years  or  more  M.  Rigaud  has  actively 
occupied  himself  with  all  the  political  and  philanthropic 
movements  connected  with  the  place.  He  was  Mayor  of 
Neuilly  for  some  time,  and  in  1896  was  elected  as  its  Deputy 
for  the  French  Parliament."  M.  Rigaud  was  known  as  a 
Moderate  Republican  by  politics,  and  he  was  an  officer  of 
the  Legion  of  Honour. 

Gratuitous  Medical  Assistance  in  France.— Accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  a  law  passed  in  July  1893,  "  Every 
French  subject,  without  resources,  shall  receive  gratuitously, 
when  ill,  medical  assistance  at  home,  or  if  he  cannot  be 
properly  cared  for  there,  in  a  hospital  or  similar  establish- 
ment." Foreigners  are  treated  on  the  same  footing  if  the 
Government  of  the  nation  to  which  the  former  belong  have 
a  treaty  with  France  for  giving  medical  aid  to  their  re- 
spective subjects.  The  regulation  is  that  a  list  shall  be 
drawn  up  in  each  district  of  all  persons  who,  in  case  of 
illness,  can  be  allowed  such  free  medical  aid.    According  to 
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the  latest  statistics  the  Dumber  of  indigent  persons  so 
inscribed  was  1,347,372,  the  tctal  population  of  France 
being  38,517,975.  Of  those  inscribed,  374.460  were  actually 
treated  gratuitously  during  the  year  at  a  cost  of  5,000,000f. 
(COO, 000/.).  This  would  be  an  average  of  something  over 
10.-;.  6d.  per  patient.  The  amount  paid  to  doctors  and 
surgeons  was  1,771. 472f ,  while  the  expenses  for  drugs  and 
medicines  were  1,612  404f.  Hosoital  expenses  amounted  to 
1,307,980f.,  midwives'  fees  174,862f.,  and  the  balance  was 
spent  in  sundries.  Each  district  bears  the  greater  part  of 
the  expenses  thus  entailed,  the  departments  pay  a  certain 
sum,  and  the  State  Jess  than  a  tenth.  The  original  esti- 
mate was  that  there  would  be  650,000  patients  annually,  and 
the  cost  about  8  000,000f.,  but  the  system  has  not  yet  been 
.-applied  everywhere  in  France. 


Colonial  ano  jforcion  mews. 


Teade-mabks  in  Rio.— Of  the  115  foreign  trade  marks 
registered  last  year  at  the  Junta  Commercial  in  Rio  45  were 
Tfinglisb,  21  Portuguese,  16  German,  12  American,  10  French, 
•6  Austrian,  2  Swiss,  1  Belgian,  1  Dutch,  and  1  Norwegian. 

Patented  Chemicals  have  to  pay  the  new  U.S.A.  stamp- 
tax,  no  matter  whether  they  [are  pure  drugs  or  not,  so  the 
•Commissioner  says,  but  the  law  says  "no  stamp-tax  shall  be 
imposed  upon  any  uncompounded  medicinal  drug  or 
chemical." 

The  Diphtheria-serum  Patent. — Messrs.  Parke,  Davis 
.<&  Co.,  Detroit,  have  received  Dotice  from  the  patentee  of 
Behring's  serum  that  if  they  continue  in  the  business  they 
must  pay  him  a  royalty.  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co  have 
made  arrangements  to  contest  the  matter  in  the  courts,  by 
a  motion  to  have  the  patent  declared  invalid. 

Bobax  IN  Califobnia. — The  English  Borax  Syndicate  of 
•Oakland.  California,  has  conveyed  its  property,  valued  at 
T<?  1,250,000,  to  the  Indian  and  General  Investment  Trust 
(Limited),  50  Old  Broad  Street,  London,  with  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  plant  at  Constable  Hook,  New  Jersey,  whither 
it  will  remove  most  of  its  Pacific  coast  property.  The 
-eyndicate  proposes  to  buy  extensive  borax  deposits  in 
Chili. 

Fibe  in  the  Schering  Factoey. — A  fire  broke  out  in 
this  factory  the  other  day,  caused,  it  is  said,  by  the  spon- 
taneous ignition  of  ether  in  the  cocaine-department.  The 
rilre  threatened  to  extend,  but  was,  by  timely  measures, 
limited  to  the  place  of  outbreak.  The  work  of  the  fire- 
brigade  was  made  more  difficult  by  the  fumes  of  the  burning 
chemicals,  and  it  took  several  hours  for  them  to  get  the  lire 
thoroughly  subdued. 

American  Sample-boom  at  Hamburg. — H.M.  Consul 
General  at  Hamburg,  in  a  report  to  the  Foreign  Office,  states 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  National  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers of  Philadelphia  to  establish  sample-rooms  for 
•exhibiting  specimens  of  the  industrial  productions  of  the 
'United  States  at  Hamburg.  It  appears  that  the  successful 
(results  obtained  by  this  association  with  the  sample-rooms 
at  Caracas  in  Venezuela  have  led  to  this  step. 

Quinine  foe  China.— The  Dutch  Consul  at  Tientsin  says 
quinine  is  one  of  those  foreign  medicines  which  have  obtained 
a  firm  footing  in  China.  He  is  not  sure,  however,  whether 
'the  alkaloid  is  exported  to  China  from  the  Dutch  East 
'Undies,  but  in  any  case  there  is  a  good  outlook  for  it.  As 
to  packing,  labelling,  &c  ,  inquiry  is  recommended  of  the 
leading  import  houses.  The  quantity  imported  at  present  is 
exceedingly  small  in  proportion  to  the  population. 

Soluble  Phenyle. — The  Madras  Times  reports  that  a 
case  has  just  been  disposed  of  at  Calcutta  in  which  a 
chemist's  assistant  was  charged  with  having  sold  a  bottle  of 
disinfectant,  known  as  "  Sanitary  Fluid,"  under  the  name  of 
"Phenyle,"  which  is  the  registered  trade-mark  of  Messrs.  Morris 
(Little  &.  Sons.  The  defendant  tendered  an  apology  and  gave 
an  undertaking  that  he  would  not  in  future  sell  any  such 
disinfectant  under  the  name  of  Phenyle ;  he  also  paid  the 
oasts  incurred,  in  the  prosecution,  whereupon  it  was  dropped.  : 


Elliman's  Embrocation  in  Russia. — It  was  announced 
in  January  last  that  the  medical  department  of  the  Russian 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  had  notified  that  Elliman's  Royal 

|  embrocation  might  not  be  imported.  A  new  notice  has  lately 
been  issued,  dated  July  16,  ttiat  according  to  a  decision  of 

i  the  special  Tariff  Commis?ion.  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance,  "  Elliman's  Universal  Embrocation "  is  allowed  to 
be  imported  into  Russia  on  condition  that  the  labels  and 
wrappers  shall  contain  no  reference  to  cures  or  illness. 

The  Drug-trade  in  Tasmania. — The  income-tax  returns 
of  Tasmania  show  that  sixty-thiee  doctors  paid  an  average 
of  8/.  18s.  8r/.  on  an  average  taxable  income  of  268/.  A 
deduction  of  120/.  is  allowed  where  the  income  is  less  than 
400/.  a  year.  Thirty  chemists  paid  an  average  of  11.  5s.  4c/. 
on  an  average  income  of  218.'.  The  imports  of  medicines 
and  drugs  into  Tasmania  were  valued  at  16  219/.  in  1896, 
and  at  17,512/.  in  1897.  In  the  first  half  of  1898  duty  was 
paid  on  medicines  and  drugs  to  the  amount  of  1,776/, 
against  1,755/.  in  the  corresponding  half  of  1897. 

Peppee-expoets  feom  South  India.— The  total  exports 
of  pepper  from  Tellicherry  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898, 
amounted  to  125.231  cwt.,  or  some  44  per  cent,  less  than 
what  was  shipped  last  ysr,  the  value  of  which,  atan  average 
of  24r.  per  cwt.,  amounts  d  ti  3.C05.544r.  (about  200.000/.). 
The  price  of  pepper  averaged  6r.  to  8r.  per  cwt.  over  that  of 
the  previous  year,  and  the  bulk  of  the  business  was  done 
with  Calcutta.  The  actual  crop  of  last  year  was  not  shorter 
than  the  previous  one,  but  there  was  not  the  usual  quantity 
of  the  old  crop  in  stock  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
owing  to  the  large  shipments  that  were  made  to  Europe. 

Medical  Peactice  in  India. — A  movement  is  on  foot  in 
India  which  purposes  to  get  the  various  Governments  to  agree 
to  the  following  medical  reforms  : — 

That  all  who  wish  to  qualify  in  medicine  should  pass  (1)  a 
uniform  standard  of  preliminary  examination,  (2)  a  uniform 
standard  of  education  and  professional  examination  ;  and  that  to 
promote  the  interests  of  practitioners  a  council  to  exercise  dis- 
ciplinary powers  similar  to  those  of  the  General  Medical  Council 
of  Great  Britain  should  be  formed. 

Dr.  Wallace  and  the  Indian  Medical  Association  are  the 
promoters  of  the  reforms,  which,  however,  do  not  receive 
hearty  approval. 

Poisons  Law  in  Germany.— The  firm  of  J.  D.  Riedel, 
wholesale  druggists  and  chemical  manufacturers,  were 
summoned  on  September  16.  in  a  Berlin  Court,  on  a  charge 
of  having  dealt  in  poisons  without  a  licence.  They  replied 
that  they  were  established  in  Berlin  in  1814,  and  had  never 
before  been  legally  inteifernl  with.  Moreover,  they  said  the 
required  legal  sanction  had  been  given  when  the  manufac- 
tory was  established,  and  renewed  on  its  removal  to  the  pre- 
sent site  in  the  seventies.  The  Police  Inspector  rejoined 
that  they  were  not  summoned  on  a  charge  of  manufacturing 
poisons  but  for  dealing  in  them  without  special  sanction, 
i  as  provided  for  in  the  "  Gewerbeordnung."  To  this  Mr. 
Sonnenfeld,  the  defendant's  counsel,  Teplied  that,  according 
to  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  no  special  licence  was 
required  for  wholesale  dealing  with  poisons.  The  Court 
acknowledged  this  plea  as  valid,  and  acquitted  the  ac- 
cused. 

A  Tbust  in  Trouble — Rumours  of  the  financial  em- 
barrassment of  the  National  Linseed  Oil  Company,  of 
Chicago,  which  have  been  current  in  the  Unites  States  for 
some  time,  have  now  received  confirmation,  and  a  committee 
has  been  formed  at  the  request  of  the  chief  creditors  and 
stockholders  to  undertake  the  reorganisation  of  the  company. 
The  difficulties  of  the  company  are  understood  to  have 
grown  out  of  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  "  corner "  flax- 
seed, from  which  linseed  oil  is  manufactured.  The  company 
was  incorporated  in  1887  and  acquired  all  the  properties  of 
the  old  Linseed  Oil  Trust,  including  real  estate,  machinery 
and  patents.  It  owns  at  the  present  time  35  linseed-oil 
mills  and  37  flaxseed  elevators  and  warehouses.  The 
products  manufactured  consist  of  raw,  boiled  and  refined 
linseed  oil  and  oil  meal  and  oil  cake.  The  Company  is  said 
to  use  in  the  manufacture  of  these  products  from  60  to  70  per 
cent,  of  the  annual  crop  of  rlaxsped  in  the  United  States, 
which  aggregates  from  10,000,000  to  20,000,OCO  bushels. 
The  company's  capital  stock  is  #18  COO  000. 
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South  Hfrican  fftcws. 

{From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Some  Up  country  Pharmacies. — The  annexed  views 
represent  two  recently-elected  pharmacies  in  South  Africa 
The  fiist  ha9  been  built  fcr  Mestrs.  B   G.  Lennon  &  Co  , 


at  Mafeking,  in  the  North,  and  replaces  their  old  one  in 
the  same  place.  The  second  is  reproduced  from  a  photo- 
graph of  the  '  Rhodesia  Pharmacy,"  Bulawayo,  owned  by  two 
enterprising  Britishers.  The  "Rhodesia  Pharmacy''  keeps 
four  assistants  hard  at  work,  a  bookkeeper,  and  the  usual 
errand-boy.  The  last-named  member 
of  the  force  is  not  to  be  pictured  or 
compared  with  the  "  boy  "  at  home, 
although  he  fills  exactly  the  same  posi- 
tion. He  is  in  all  probability  a  full- 
grown  man  who,  owing  to  rinderpest 
or  other  unforeseen  circumstances,  has 
not  been  able  to  get  the  necessary 
oxen  together  to  buy  wives  for  him- 
self ;  if  he  had  he  would  not  be  work- 
ing. But  he  is  a  boy  just  the  same, 
and  will  remain  so  till  he  joins  the 
great  majority  and  his  old  chief,  King 
Lobengula,  again.  On  the  stand  where 
this  "  tin  pharmacy  "  has  been  planted 
will  shortly  appear  a  fine  stone  build- 
ing of  two  storeys,  to  be  built  on  an 

idea  conceived  by  the  firm  as  to  what 

a  pharmacy  should  be  in  Bulawayo, 

and  fitted  accordingly.    There  are  at 

least  three  fully-equipped  pharmacies 

in  Bulawayo,  where  all  drugs  are  to  be 

bought,  down  to  Yankee  chewing-gum. 

Mixtures  run  from  3s.  upwards  ;  Eno 

costs  3s.  6^.,  and  so  on.  Bulawayo 

is    thoroughly    Americanised.  The 

streets  are  most  of  them  numbered, 

and  extend  from  avenues,  which  form 

the  main  thoroughfares  of  the  city. 

Even  now  they  speak  of  their  Second 

Street  and  their  Third  Street.  At  no  distant  date  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  "Charter  Hotel"  may  judge  the  traveller 

worthy  of  room,  say,  555. 

A  London  Visitor. — Mr.  Cresswell  (of  Messrs.  Cresswell 

Brothers  &  Schmitz)  was  in  Cape  Town  when  the  last  mail 

left.    Our  conespondent  reports  an  interesting  chat  with 

him  about/  trade  matters,     Mr.  Cresswell  seemed  to  be 

greatly  in  p  essed  by  all  he  tad  seen  in  South  Africa.  '"I 


had  no  idea,''  he  said,  "pharmacy  could  give  such  a  good 
account  of  itself.  Why,  some  of  your  j  harmacies  would  not 
look  out  of  place  in  the  West-eca.  I  am  simply  here  on  a 
pleasure  trip — my  firm  has  a  representative  in  this  country — 
but  I  have  met  several  of  the  principal  pharrracists  and 
drug-store  proprietors  during  my  trip."  "What  sort  oF 
sponges  does  your  firm  ship  out  to  this  part  of  the  world  ?" 
queried  our  correspondent.  "  The  African  market  calls  for 
a  much  better  quality  article  than  the  average  outsider 
would  think.  Elegant  pharmacy  is 
making  great  strides  here  just  now, 
and  elegant  pharmacy  calls  for  good 
sponges.  Some  of  our  friends  in  the 
interior  send  us  their  favours  direct  to> 
London,  and  the  request  generally  is 
for  quality.  But  they  know  what  a 
sponge  is  worth,  though.  I  cannot  say 
what  the  trade  does  with  all  the 
sponges,  or  how  they  dispose  of  them  ; 
they  certainly  buy  largely." 

Mined  Customers. — Mr.  N.  Coaker.. 
of  Bloemfontein,  sends  us  some  speci- 
mens of  orders  from  his  customers. 
There  is  a  stroDg  strain  of  Dutch  in 
them,  such  as  "En  ven  sei  poeder  nei 
Steet  man  '  (infant's  powder,  not  Steed- 
man's)  ;  "  Sen  riebabos  "  (simaruba)  : 
;    "  Zienk  of  zellvein  "  (zinci   sulph.)  ; 
TlfP^JBHj    and  here  is  a  letter  from  a  Basuto 
"~*  *s""*i4i.    doctor: — 

Dear  Mr.  Coaker,— I  am  very  ill.  I 
°'SP  am  attacked  by  a  severe  fever.  I  ask  you 
to  send  me  medicine  by  this  boy.  I  have 
already  arranged  the  preparation.  You 
can  see  where  it's  riot  correct.  You  can, 
ask  him  if  you  want  to  understand  well. 

Yours,   

Acetylene-gas  is  said  to  be  proving  a  formidable  rival 
to  the  electric  light  in  Bulawayo. 

As  the  result  of  the  exertions  of  the  Johannesburg 
Chamber  of   Commerce,  the   Transvaal  authorities  have 


decided  to  exempt  price-lists  and  catalogues  imported  by 
traders  from  the  special  duty  of  100  per  cent,  imposed  on 
printed  matter. 

The  exports  of  Germany  to  her  possessions  in  South-west 
Africa  amounted  in  1897  to  181,7682,,  against  120.258Z.  in  the 
preceding  year.  The  imports  from  the  colony  were  valued 
at  4,180/.,  a  decrease  'of  550/.  when  compared  with 
1896. 
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Xcoal  IReports. 

The  Pharmacy  Act. 

Selling  Kay's  Essence. 

At  the  Oldham  County  Court,  on  September  15.  before  Judge 
Jones,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  sued  for  the  recovery  of 
a  penalty  against  John  Crook,  grocer,  of  687  Manchester 
Road,  Rhodes.  Mr.  T.  R.  Grey,  barrister,  represented  the 
Society,  and  Mr.  Shimeld  the  defendant.  A  bottle  of  Kay's 
compound  essence  had  been  bought  at  defendant's  shop,  and 
this  mixture  contained  morphine  Arthur  Foulds,  agent, 
said  he  bought  the  bottle  at  Crook's  shop  for  10^d.  Mr. 
Shimeld  said  the  defence  was  that  his  client  had  not  sold 
it.  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Crook,  called,  said  her  husband  had  a 
licence  for  the  sale  of  patent  medicines.  They  had  never 
sold  any  Kay's  essence.  In  cross-examination  she  said  they  did 
occasionally  sell  Mother  Seigel's  and  Winslow's  syrup.  Mr. 
Grey  :  Are  you  aware  that  morphine  is  contained  in  Winslow's 
syrup?  Witness  :  No.  Well,  I  wain  you.  John  Crook,  called, 
said  1  hey  did  not  keep  Kay's  essence.  He  had  been  warned  by  a 
gentleman  of  Ashton-under-Lyne,  earned  Sharp,  a  chemist,  not 
to  sell  Kay's  essence,  asithadcomeuaderthe  Sale  of  Poisons 
Act.  Mr.  Grey  :  You  say  you  bought,  about  six  or  seven 
months  ago,  some  Kay's  essence  from  Mr.  Sharp,  the  chemist  1 
Witness:  No;  I  was  going  to  order  some  when  he  told  me. 
Are  you  aware  that  the  name  of  Sharp,  chemist,  is  on  the 
bottle  (produced)  ?  His  Honour  said  the  section  prescribed 
a  penalty  of  not  exceeding  5/.  He  thought  the  defendant 
had  made  a  mistake,  and  that  he  had  no  answer  to  the 
case.  He  would  like  to  be  as  lenient  as  possible  in  this  case, 
as  he  thought  it  was  a  mistake.  Mr.  Grey  said  defendant 
had  really  committed  another  offence  under  section  17  by 
selling  a  bottle  which  did  not  have  his  name  on  it.  It  had 
the  name  of  Sharp,  chemist,  on  it,  and  that  gave  an  idea  that 
Crook  himself  was  a  chemist.  His  Honour  said  he  was 
compelled  to  impose  a  penalty  of  51.  and  costs.  Mr.  Shimeld 
said  his  client  was  only  in  poor  circumstances.  His  Honour, 
having  conferred  with  the  Clerk,  said  he  would  take  off  the 
costs,  but  Mr.  Grey  said  he  had  no  power  to  do  this.  After 
referring  to  the  Act  his  Honour  said  that  was  so,  but  he  was 
very  sorry  to  inflict  such  a  penalty.  He  should  make  an 
order  for  the  amount  to  be  paid  at  8s.  per  month. 


Unqualified  Selleb. 

At  the  Llanrwst  County  Court  on  September  6,  before  Sir 
Horatio  Lloyd,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
sued  Elizabeth  Williams,  Llandewr,  Llanrwst,  for  5Z.  penalty 
for  having  kept  open  a  shop  for  retailing  poisons  contrary  to 
the  Pharmacy  Act.  Mr.  T.  R.  Grey  appeared  for  the  society, 
and  Mr.  D.  Jones  defended.  Mr.  Grey  was  about  to  state  the 
facts  when  Mr.  D.  Jones  said  they  were  admitted.  The 
defendant  was  a  poor  woman,  who  acted  in  ignorance.  He 
consented  to  the  judgment,  and  asked  his  Honour  to  make 
an  order  for  5s.  per  month.  Mr.  Grey  said  it  was  this 
ignorance  that  was  dangerous  and  which  did  the  damage. 
His  Honour  :  An  order  for  5*.  per  month  will  be  a  perpetual 
reminder,  and  the  Act  is  not  likely  to  be  forgotten. 
(Laughter.)    Order  made  accordingly. 


Philip  and  Michael. 

IN  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Friday,  before  Mr.  G.  Pitt- 
Lewis,  Q.C.,  Deputy  Judge,  the  case  of  Bush  v.  Goldberg  was 
heard.  The  plaintiffs,  Messrs.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Artillery  Lane,  E.C.,  had  recovered  judgment  against  the 
defendants,  Messrs.  H.  Goldberg  &  Co.,  107  New  Road, 
Whitecbapel,  E.,  for  91.  Qs.  6d.  for  essences  supplied  to 
their  order.  As  the  money  was  not  paid  execution  had  been 
levied  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  defendants'  goods,  it  seemed, 
were  sold  on  the  previous  day  under  the  usual  process  of  the 
Court.  The  defendants  now  applied  to  have  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings set  aside  on  the  ground  that  the  money  was  not 
due,  and  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the  proceedings  until  the 
bailiff  of  the  Court  came  in  and  levied  the  execution.  Mr. 
Markham,  defendants'  solicitor,  said  that  in  fact  the  summons 
had  never  been  served  as  alleged.     Besides  the  stigma  of 


the  whole  thing  his  clients  had  suffered  considerable  loss  by 
the  matter.  Mr.  Philip  Goldberg  said  he  was  the  man  whose 
goods  had  been  seized  for  the  debt.  lie  was  never  served 
with  the  original  summons.  He  admitted  that  he  traded  as 
H.  Goldberg,  which  was  his  wife's  name.  Mr.  Michael  Gold- 
berg faid  that  in  fact  the  summons  was  served  on  him,  and 
he  had  never  dealt  with  the  plaintiffs.  When  he  had  the 
summons  he  returned  it  to  court.  The  plaintiffs'  repre- 
sentative said  it  was  clear  that  Philip  Goldberg  knew  all 
about  the  matter.  Tbey  had  had  previous  dealings  with 
him,  and  when  execution  was  levied  the  goods  were  claimed 
by  H.  Goldberg.  The  Deputy- Judge  said  in  his  view  the 
whole  thing  was  a  juggle.  What  he  had  to  determine  wan 
whether  the  summons  in  the  original  instance  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  right  man.  Philip  Goldberg,  who  traded  as 
H.  Goldberg  &  Co.  In  his  opinion  the  summons  had  come 
to  his  knowledge.  Mr.  Philip  Goldberg  said  he  was  quite 
sure  it  never  reached  him.  The  Deputy-Judge  told  the 
witness  to  be  careful — he  did  not  believe  a  word  he  said. 
Mr.  Markham,  defendants'  solicitor,  said  he  would  prefer  to 
have  the  bailiff  of  the  Whitechapel  County  Court,  who 
served  the  original  summons,  there  to  show  that  it  was 
served  on  the  wrong  man.  In  order  that  this  should  be 
done  the  case  was  adjourned,  but  the  defendant,  Philip  Gold- 
berg, was  ordered,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  adjourn- 
ment, to  bring  the  amount  of  the  debt  and  costs  into 
court. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

LlME-YfATEB. 

At  New  Swindon  Petty  Sessions,  on  September  15,  Mr. 
Jesse  Boot,  of  Island  Street,  Nottingham,  managing 
director  of  the  firm  of  Boots  (Limited),  cash  chemists,  and 
Henry  Jones,  of  Bridge  Street,  New  Swindon,  manager  of 
the  local  branch,  were  summoned,  at  the  instance  of  the 
County  Council,  for  selling  lime-water  not  of  the  nature, 
substance,  and  quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser  on 
August  10.  Mr.  H.  Bevis,  solicitor,  appeared  for  the  pro- 
secution;  but  the  case  was  adjourned  to  allow  the  defendant 
company's  solicitor,  who  lives  at  Sheffield,  to  attend. 

Dispute  about  Baby's  Teat  =  shields. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Wednesday,  before  Mr.  G. 
Pitt-Lewis,  Q.C.,  Deputy-Judge,  the  Reliance  Rubber  and 
Hardwood  Company  sought  to  recover  the  sum  of  81.  Is.  8d. 
for  shields  for  baby's  teats|  supplied  to  Mr.  M.  J.  Fechner, 
Barbican.  Mr.  Welfare,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs, 
said  the  claim  was  admitted,  but  the  defendant  had  raised  a 
counterclaim  for  damages  for  delay  in  delivery.  The 
defendant,  in  his  evidence,  said  he  gave  the  plaintiffs  an 
order  for  120  gross  of  bone  shields  at  8\d.,  and  for  20  gross 
at  9^.  The  plaintiffs,  after  a  while,  refused  to  deliver  in 
accordance  with  the  contract,  and  he  had  to  buy  against 
them  elsewhere.  Mr.  Welfare  said  the  plaintiffs  did  not 
deliver  the  shields  because  the  defendant  broke  the  contract 
by  failing  to  pay  when  he  agreed  to  do  so.  The  defendant 
was  to  have  had  one  month's  credit,  and  in  fact  he  took  more 
than  three  months'.  The  defendant  said  the  terms  were  that 
he  was  to  have  three  months'  credit.  The  Deputy- Judge 
said  after  the  defendant  got  in  default  the  plaintiffs  were 
not  bound  to  go  on  delivering  more  goods  and  increasing 
their  debt.  The  goods  were  not  even  paid  for  in  three 
months.  The  counterclaim  failed.  There  would  be 
judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  on  the  claim  and  counterclaim, 
with  costs. 


Pharmacy  Act  of  Ireland. 

We  appended  to  our  report  of  the  Belfast  cases  last  week  a 
note  telegraphed  to  us  that  when  the  case  against  Mr.  James 
Hogg  came  on  again  on  Thursday  the  Magistrate  dismissed 
it.  The  fuller  report  is  of  interest.  Mr.  James  Hogg  was 
summoned  for  keeping  open  shop  for  compounding  medical 
prescriptions  and  for  compounding  one.  It  was  proved  that 
the  prescription  was  compounded  by  his  son,  who  is  duly 
qualified,  and  the  son  admitted  that  he  was  in  the  employ- 
ment of  his  father.  The  solicitor  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  claimed  that  this  admission  proved  his  case  against 
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Mr.  James  Hogg  in  respect  of  keeping  open  shop  for  tbe 
purpose  alleged.  Mr.  Hodder  (the  presiding  Magistrate) 
at  first  said  he  would  dismiss  both  cases,  but  afterwards 
.idjourned  them  until  Thursday  for  further  argument. 

When  the  case  came  on  on  Thursday,  September  15,  Mr. 
Hodder  said  he  had  read  the  sections  of  the  Act  that  not 
only  must  there  be  a  person  always  in  the  shop  capable  of 
•compounding  prescriptions,  but  also  that  the  person  who  held 
the  shop  must  be  on  the  register. 

Mr.  Hanna  (defendant's  solicitor)  said  Mr.  James  Hogg 
was  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist,  and  on  that  point  a 
•question  arose  on  the  construction  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Hodder:  I  may  say  that,  as  regards  the  meiits  of  tbe 
case,  they  are  on  your  side,  but  the  law  must  be  complied 
with. 

It  then  appeared  that  the  Society's  solicitor.  Mr.  Galway, 
'had  gone  away  for  three  weeks,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  solicitor, 
applied  on  his  behalf  for  an  adjournment  of  the  case  for  three 
weeks.  Mr.  Hodder  said  he  could  not  hold  the  case  over  ; 
•he  would  take  it  that  day.  Mr.  Lewis  said  he  could  not 
■deal  with  it ;  he  knew  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  Hodder:  I  don't  think  it  is  a  fair  way  to  treat  the 
Court.    I  dismiss  the  case  without  prejudice,  with  costs. 

Mr.  Lewis  submitted  that  it  was  unusual  to  give  costs  in 
a  case  which  was  dismissed  without  prejudice.  He  respect- 
fully submitted  that  in  the  absence  of  the  solicitor  on  behalf 
of  the  prosecution  

Mr.  Hanna  :  You  appear,  Mr.  Lewis  ? 

Mr.  Lewis:  I  appear  to  apply  for  an  adjournment  in  the 
absence  of  the  solicitor  having  charge  of  the  case,  who  had 
made  his  arrangements  to  leave  town  before  this  case 
•came  on. 

Mr.  Hodder :  I  think  it  is  a  most  unusual  thing  for  a 
professional  gentleman  to  go  away  when  his  case  is  at 
hearing,  and  abandoning  it  altogether  instead  of  handing  it 
•over  to  somebody.  I  will  dismiss  the  case  without  prejudice 
on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  appearance  for  the  prose- 
cution. 

Mr.  Lewis :  I  will  ask  your  Worship  not  to  impose  costs. 
I  may  point  out  to  you  that  the  defendant  was  represented 
■by  counsel  on  the  last  day,  and  that  counsel  failed  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  point  on  which  he  now  relies. 

Mr.  Hanna :  Pardon  me,  I  did  not  fail.  But  when  I  saw 
the  view  your  Worship  was  taking  of  the  case,  it  was  not 
aecessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  other  matter. 

Mr.  Hodder  :  My  attention  was  not  called  to  the  fact  that 
James  Hogg  was  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  I  dis- 
miss the  case,  with  20s.  costs,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no 
one  here  to  prosecute. 


Bankruptcy  IRcport. 


'Bcco  of  arranoement. 
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Be  A.  Vabley  Saunders,  Cleckheaton,  Chemical- works 
Manager. 

The  liabilities  in  this  failure  are  returned  at  534/ ,  and 
the  assets  are  nil.  The  Official  Receiver  reports  that  the 
debtor,  since  his  former  failure  in  1892,  as  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Saunders  &  Saunders,  chemical- manufacturers, 
Cleckheaton,  has  not  been  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
That  firm  was  taken  over  after  the  bankruptcy  by  a  com- 
pany, and  the  bankrupt  has  since  been  employed  by  that 
company  as  manager,  with  a  salary  of  1502.  a  year  up  to 
two  years  ago,  when  it  was  increased  to  200/.  a  year.  His 
failure  is  the  result  of  bis  expenditure  exceeding  his  income. 


Zbc  Winter  Session. 


Mallett,  Franklin  ( trading  as  "Longivortli  &  Co." ),  223  Oliver  Street, 
Birkenhead  ,  and  residing  in  apartments  at  2  Mersey  View,  Seacombe, 
nrneral-  water  manufacturer.  Trustee,  Edmund  M.  Owen,  15  Victoria 
Street,  Liverpool,  chartered  accountant.  Dated,  September  15  :  filed, 
September  19  Liabilities  unsecured,  896/.  7s.  lOrf.  ;  estimated  net 
assets,  500Z.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


Burstall,  A.,  Seacombe  

Cannington,  Shaw  &  Co.  (Limited),  St.  Helen- 
Carbonic-acid  Gas  Company,  Ancoats. . 
Clayton  &  Jowett,  Liverpool 
Co-operative  Society,  Birkenhead 

Draper,  J.,  Birkenhead  

Harrison,  A.  ( Limited),  Liverpool 
McEachen  &  Co.,  Liverpool       ..  ,, 

Marwood,  E.,  &  Co.,  Liverpool  

Meadowcroft  &  Son,  Blackburn 

Midland  Pottery  Company  (Limited),  Milling 

Potts,  E.,  Liverpool   

Stott,  S  ,  &  Co.  {  Limited  ),  Liverpool  . 
Watson,  — ,  Liverpool  


A  Syndicate  of  British  capitalists  is  about  to  form  a 
Limited  company  for  the  establishment  of  bleaching- works  at 
Lodz,  Poland. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  Society  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  G.  Squire  (President)  in  the  chair.  Mr 
Pater,  Hon.  Secretary,  read  the  annual  report,  which  stated 
that  the  number  of  members  this  year  was  37  and  of 
associates  16,  showing  a  falling-off  of  one  member  and 
eight  associates.  After  recording  the  events  of  the  session, 
the  report  stated  that  the  Council,  after  careful  considera- 
tion, had  decided  in  future  to  carry  on  the  classes  in  con- 
junction with  the  Sheffield  University  College,  at  which 
place  would  be  taught  chemistry  (practical  and  theoretical) 
and  botany,  whilst  the  classes  for  pharmacy  and  materia 
medica  would  be  for  the  present  taught  at  the  Society's 
rooms  as  heretofore.  It  was  hoped  ultimately  to  arrange 
with  Sheffield  University  College  for  a  three  years'  curriculum, 
and  for  all  classes  to  be  conducted  there.  The  balance-sheet 
showed  14s.  Id.  to  the  credit  of  the  Society.  The  adoption 
of  the  report  was  moved  by  the  President  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Ward.  Mr.  Newsholme,  in  supporting  the  motion, 
referred  to  what  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  education  at 
Nottingham.  There  the  chemists  had  done  yeoman  service. 
They  had  for  some  years  had  a  system  of  dealing  with 
education  in  connection  with  the  university,  and  many  of 
the  men  trained  there  had  done  exceedingly  well.  The 
Nottingham  system  was  the  one  they  wanted  to  adopt,  and 
he  was  sure  it  would  tend  not  only  to  their  educational  but 
their  financial  benefit. 

The  reports  having  been  adopted,  the  six  retiring  members 
of  tbe  Council,  Messrs  J.  F.  Eardley,  A.  K.  Fox,  C.  O. 
Morrison,  J.  Preston,  J.  B.  Pater,  and  W.  Ward,  were  re- 
elected. 


Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meetirjg  was  held  on  September  20  at  the 
Victoria  Hotel  A  satisfactory  report  was  read  by  Mr. 
Pickard,  after  which  the  following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year :— President,  Mr.  A.  H.  Waddington  ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Mr.  George  Rimmington  and  Mr.  S.  N.  Pickard ; 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  A.  Mitchell;  Treasurer.  Mr.  R.  W. 
Silson;  Council:  Mr.  J.  O.  Moulson,  Mr.  Dunn,  Mr.  Mackay, 
Mr.  H.  Rogerson,  Mr.  Wilcock,  Mr.  Hanson.  A  vote  of 
tbaDks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Dunn,  the  retiring  President. 

The  Property  of  a  Prescription. — This  remains  a 
doubtful  legal  point  in  France.  The  Medicine  Modern? 
recently  advised  a  doctor  to  sue  a  pharmacist  who  refused 
to  give  up  a  prescription,  stating  there  was  no  doubt  it  was 
the  patient's  property.  Bat  Dr.  H.  La  Bonne,  a  pharmacist, 
advises  his  colleague  to  stand  firm,  on  the  ground  that,  if 
French  legislation  is  silent  on  this  point,  the  Belgian  code, 
which  directs  pharmacists  to  keep  for  ten  years  all  prescrip- 
tions and  orders  for  poisons,  is  clear  eoough  on  the  subject. 
Dr.  La  Bonne  is  of  opinion  that  prescriptions  belong  to  the 
pharmacist,  and  that  they  ought  to  insist  on  keeping  them, 
especially  when  their  personal  security  is  involved. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 15,  there  were  present  Mr.  Shorrock  (Messrs. 
Bovril  &  Co.),  Mr.  Gilligan  (Messrs.  Corneille  Divid  &  Co.), 
Mr.  J.  E.  Garrett,  Mr.  C.  Sanger  (Lambert  &  Co.),  Mr.  G.  R. 
Barclay  (Messrs.  Barclay  &  Sons),  Mr.  Edwards  (Messrs.  W. 
Edwards  &  Sons),  Mr.  Pickering  (Messrs  F.  Newbery),  Mr. 
E.  P.  Sanger  (Messrs.  J.  Sanger  &  Sons),  Mr.  A.  Tebbutt 
(Messrs.  Sutton  &  Co.),  Mr.  W.  R.  Barnes,  Mr.  Bunker,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes,  and  Mr.  T.  P.  Garrett  (Newport). 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  through  indisposition,  the 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Sanger,  who  before  commencing 
the  ordinary  business  of  the  meeting,  drew  attention  to  the 
lamentable  death  of  the  late  Mr.  Seely,  who  was  a  former 
Vice-President  of  the  Association,  and  one  of  its  most  active 
supporters.  Mr.  Seely,  he  said,  had  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  all  questions  affecting  trade  organisation,  and  was 
one  of  those  men  whom  the  drug-trade  could  least  .'pare. 
The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  Mrs.  Seely,  ex- 
pressing the  deepest  sympathy  of  the  members  of  the 
Council.  It  was  also  decided  to  send  a  letter  of  condolence 
to  the  Halifax  Chemists'  Association. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  and 
adopted.  Amongst  other  things  it  stated  that  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Council  five  proprietors  had  joined  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  over  150  retail  members.  The  Committee  ex- 
pressed its  satisfaction  at  having  received  assistance  from 
wholesale  houses  in  tracing  supplies  to  cutters.  Through 
this  help  a  number  of  firms  who  had  been  buying  on  behalf 
of  firms  on  the  stop-list  had  been  traced,  and  their  sup- 
plies withheld.  It  was  also  stated  that  a  number  of  attempts 
had  been  made  to  purchase  goods  in  unusually  large  quan- 
tities by  firms  who  could  not  possibly  want  the  goods 
ordered  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  business.  The  com- 
mittee had  in  each  case  insisted  upon  a  stringent  under- 
taking, rendering  the  firm  so  purchasing  liable  to  damages 
if  the  article  reached  the  firms  on  the  P.A  T.A.  stop-list,  and 
it  withheld  supplies  unless  a  satisfactory  explanation  was 
forthcoming.  The  Council  were  recommended  to  authorise 
a  departure  in  regard  to  the  Photographic  Section,  so  that, 
in  future,  members  of  the  Retail-drug  Section  of  the  Asso- 
ciation who  were  also  pho'ographic  dealers  should  be 
admitted  members  of  the  Photographic  Section  without 
further  subscription.  Most  beneficial  results  were  reported 
from  the  visit  of  Mr.  W.  Johnston  to  the  North  of  Ireland 
and  certain  Midland  towns.  In  reference  to  the  Grocery 
Section,  it  was  stated  that  considerable  delay  had  arisen 
owing  to  the  necessity  for  waiting  a  reply  from  the  Secre- 
tary ef  the  London  Wholesale  Spice  and  Rice  Dealers' 
Association.  The  members  of  that  Association  had  been 
invited  by  the  Retail-grocery  Section  to  co-operate,  with  a 
view  of  forming  a  Wholesale  Section  of  the  P.A.T.A.  A 
letter  had,  however,  been  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
that  Association,  explaining  that,  whilst  they  have  every 
sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  Association,  they  felt  that 
the  combination  suggested  would  not  be  practical.  The 
Retail- grocery  Section  would  meet  the  proprietors  early  in 
October,  and  it  would  then  be  decided  whether  to  form  a 
Wholesale  Section  with  the  help  of  the  country  wholesalers, 
many  of  whom  had  written  strongly  in  favour  of  such  a 
course,  or  whether  the  Grocery  Branch  should  only  consist 
of  two  sections — namely,  Manufacturers'  and  Retail. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tebbutt,  seconded  by  Mr.  E.  P. 
Sanger,  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

A  recommendation  to  the  committee  ia  reference  to  the 
Photographic  Section  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  a  solicitor  to  the  Association  was  con- 
sidered. The  Committee  recommended  that  Mr.  F.  W. 
Beck,  of  Messrs.  Neve  &  Beck,  should  be  appointed  solicitor 
to  the  Association,  so  that  the  Secretary  would  be  able  to 
consult  him  at  any  time  in  connection  with  Association 
matters,  and  also  to  obtain,  for  any  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion, legal  advice  on  any  question  arising  in  regard  to  his 
business.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wokes,  seconded  by  Mr. 
T.  P.  Garrett,  Mr.  Beck  was  unanimously  appointed. 


The  question  of  the  organisation  by  the  Association  of  a 
chemists'  defence-fund  was  discussed,  with  the  result  that 
a  sub-committee  of  the  London  retail  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  scheme  in  detail,  and  to 
submit  it  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  inquiries  from 
members  of  the  Association  as  to  whether  they  would  be 
enabled,  under  the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Association, 
to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  United  Service  Asso- 
ciation (Limited).  It  was  explained  that  this  Association 
were  inviting  the  public  to  become  members  at  a  small 
annual  subscription,  and  in  return  were  offering  them 
various  discounts  upon  the  amount  of  their  purchases  made 
from  certain  traders  who  had  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Association.  It  was  unanimously  decided  that  the 
Trade  be  strongly  urged  not  to  enter  into  any  arrangements 
by  which  companies  or  third  parties  were  to  assist  them  in 
dividing  their  profits  with  the  public,  and  that  it  be  pointed 
out  that  no  such  arrangements  should  be  permitted  by  which 
purchasers  obtained  directly  or  indirectly  a  bonus  or  dis- 
count off  the  protected  prices  paid  for  P.A.T.A.  articles. 


Zhc  Confectioners'  JErlMbftion. 


THE  Sixth  Annual  Confectioners',  Bakers',  and  Allied 
Traders'  Exhibition  and  Market  was  opened  at  the 
Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  on  September  17,  and  remains 
open  till  Saturday,  September  24.  This  exhibition  is  the 
i  first  of  the  series  of  trade-shows  which  have  now  become  an 
autumnal  feature  in  London.  The  hall  is  well  filled  with 
exhibits  representing  the  industries  in  which  sugar  and 
I  cereals  find  employment  in  one  way  or  other.  The  attend- 
ance of  visitors  is  tair. 

The  Machinery  Section.— There  are  numerous  exhibits, 
some  of  great  mechanical  ingenuity.  Wm.  Gardner  k 
Sons,  of  Gloucester,  are  exhibiting  kneading  machines  and 
(  their  sifters  and  mixers.  These  are  as  useful  to  bakers  and 
baking-powder  makers  as  to  chemists.  Werner,  Pfleiderer 
&  Perkins  have  also  a  good  show  of  machinery  for  similar 
purposes.  The  "Hillman"  and  "Gle"  sifters  and  mixers 
are  shown  by  other  firms,  the  principle  differing  with  each 
maker.  The  "  Duckworth  "  conical  fruit  cleaning  machine, 
adapted  for  cleaning  currants,  should  find  uses  in  the  drug- 
trade  for  prepaiing  crude  drugs  for  the  market.  The 
"Arctic  "dry  cold-air  machine  is  a  new  machine  used  for 
producing  a  cold-chamber  for  chocolate  cooling. 

Flavouring-essences  are  naturally  prominent  at  this 
exhibition.  One  of  the  best  stalls  is  the  white  and  gold  one 
of  the  London  Essence  Company  (George  Street,  Camberwell 
Green,  S.E.),  who  show  samples  of  every  kind  of  flavouring- 
essences.  Essence  of  raspberry  is  a  special  line,  the  flavour, 
taste,  and  colour  being  excellent.  The  "  Tangus "  oil  of 
orange  is  a  novelty,  and  embodies  a  discovery  made  by  the 
manager  of  the  company,  by  which  the  oil  can  be  kept  for 
a  long  time  without  deterioration — a  consummation  which 
chemists  have  long  wished  for.  E.  F.  Langdale  has  a  full 
line  of  essences  and  oils  for  flavouring.  He  supplies  the 
flavours  put  up  in  bottles  for  retailing,  as  well  as  in  bulk. 
The  Confectioners'  Vegetable  Colours  Company  were  showing 
vases  of  what  looked  like  coloured  pills  to  demonstrate  the 
purity  of  their  colours.  There  is  room  for  a  more  extended 
use  of  harmless  colours  in  pill-coating. 

Brown  and  Digestive  Breads  seem  to  be  popular 
food-stuffs,  judging  by  the  large  exhibits  of  brown  bread 
flours  and  malt-extracts.  The  Distillers' Company  (Limited) 
have  a  big  show  of  bread  in  which  their  malt-extract  and 
yeast  have  been  used.  The  company  are  planning  a  new 
advertising-scheme  in  which  chemists  will  be  interested,  but 
it  is  not  yet  ready  to  be  divulged.  Edme  (Limited),  in  their 
exhibit  of  the  Edme  diastasic  malt-extract,  give  an  idea  of 
the  enormous  extent  of  the  use  of  malt-preparations  among 
bakers.  Another  firm  offer  "  artocarpus,"  or  bread-fruit,  as 
|  a  substitute  for  all  forms  of  glucose  or  malt-extracts  as  a 
means  of  regulating  fermentation  and  producing  a  regular 
,  and  perfect  loaf  of  bread. 

Meat-extracts  are  represented  by  the  firms  of  Nelson, 
j  Dale  &  Co.,  who,  in  addition,  are  showing  all  kinds  of  gela- 
I  tines  and  isinglass,  for  which  they  have  a  long-established 
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reputation,  Poulton  &  Noel  (who  make  Frederick  Mason's 
beef-extracts  and  the  "  P.  &  O."  sauce),  "  Vimbos,"and  Valtine 
meat-globules  ;  tasting- samples  of  these  latter  two  are  being 
given  to  visitors. 

Vejos,  whilst  not  a  meat-extract,  is  so  much  like  one, 
and  is  used  for  the  same  purposes,  that  we  here  indicate  its 
presence  at  the  exhibition. 

Cocoas  and  Chocolates  form,  as  might  be  expected,  a 
feature  of  this  exhibition.  Among  the  many  makers  present 
the  beautifully-arranged. stall  of  J.  S.  Fry  <fc  Sons  is  con- 
spicuous. At  Dr.  Tibbies'  vi-cocoa  stall  the  attendants  were 
kept  busy  dispensing  cups  of  vi-cocoa.  Cayley  &  Son  have 
the  corners  of  part  of  their  exhibit  enlivened  by  live  specimens 
of  the  cocoa-plant. 

,Buttee-su bstitutes  are  shown  by  several  firms.  "  Albene," 
"  motolene,"  "creamol,"  "  cocoline,''  are  some  of  the  fancy 
names  this  article  goes  under  ;  their  composition  is  probably 
largely  made  up  of  the  concrete  oil  suggested  in  the  last- 
named  fancy  word. 

Numerous  substitutes  for  cream  of  tartar  and  tartaric  acid 
are  being  offered,  their  saving  virtue  being  their  comparative 
cheapness.  These  articles  consist  in  the  main  of  acid  sul- 
phate of  potash  or  acid  phosphates  of  ammonia  and  calcium, 
which  information  we  give,  as  we  differ  from  the  opinion  of 
one  of  the  exhibitors  who  told  us  these  things  do  not  appeal 
to  chemists. 

Spratt's  Patent  have  on  their  stall  specimens  of  most  of 
their  dog-foods  and  medicines.  The  latest  dog-biscuit  is  a 
malt  and  cod-liver  oil  one,  put  up  in  Is.  tins,  and  calculated 
to  tempt  the  appetite  of  the  most  fastidious  pet.  The  now 
well-known  "war-dog"  show-card  is  much  oj  evidence  here. 

Nestles'  food  and  milk  are  being  shown,  and  by  the  same 
firm  the  "  Viking  "  unsweetened  milk,  now  much  in  favour 
for  infant-feeding. 

Cash-tills  are  exhibited  by  several  firms,  among  them 
Gledhill's  and  O'Brien's. 

Bottles  of  British  manufacture  for  bottling  jams  and  fruits 
and  the  patent  vacuum-jars  are  exhibited  by  Rylands 
(Limited). 

The  Welsbach  Incandescent  Gas  Light  Company  are 
making  their  corner  of  the  hall  luminous  with  their  new- 
pattern  burners.  This  burner  requires  no  chimney  like  the 
older  kind,  and  burns  less  gas  while  giving  an  equal  amount 
of  light.  Some  very  pretty  patterns  of  globes  are  supplied 
for  shading  the  light. 

In  addition  to  the  exhibits  an  interesting  feature  of  this 
exhibition  is  the 

Competitions 

which  have  been  organised.  Prizes  are  given  for  the  best  of 
various  kinds  of  bread,  for  confectionery  and  boiled  goods. 
The  Worshipful  Company  of  Bakers  are  giving  gold  and 
silver  medals  for  the  best  London  "  household"  bread. 

The  art  of  sweet-making  is  being  practically  shown  in 
several  parts  of  the  exhibition,  and  it  is  possible  for  chemists 
to  pick  up  hints  from  the  little  dodges  employed  by  the 
many  artificers,  as  well  as  to  profit  by  understanding  the 
uses  of  some  of  the  complicated  machinery  shown. 

Fancy-confectionery  is  a  side-line  not  so  much  taken  up 
by  chemists  as  it  might  be.  Some  of  the  high-class  products 
of  the  great  confectionery  firms  are  well  adapted  for  sale  in 
chemists'  shops,  and  yield  fair  profits. 


The  Boveil  Company  have  opened  a  branch  at 
39  George  Street,  Sheffield. 

Messes.  Philip  Josephs  &  Son  announce  that  they  will 
close  their  place  of  business  on  Monday,  September  26. 

Daisy  (Limited)  have  recently  sent  out  representatives 
to  extend  their  business  in  Australia  and  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Shoal  goes  to  Australia,  and  Mr.  Diggle  to  America,  for 
the  company. 

Mr.  S.  H.  E.  Weight,  of  the  late  firm  of  Hearn,  Wright 
&  Co.,  has  recommenced  business  as  a  glass- bottle  manufac- 
turer, at  Crown  Buildings,  Brooksby's  Walk,  Homerton, 
under  the  style  of  S.  Wright  &  Co. 


Messes.  Allen  &  Hanbueys  (Limited)  have  established 
a  depot  in  Hamburg  with  a  view  of  extending  their  trade 
with   Germany,   and    have   appointed   Mr.   Otto  Fuerst, 

7  Eodingsmarkt,  their  sole  representative. 

Messes.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited).  Artillery  Lane. 
E.C.,  are  opening  an  American  branch  at  No.  5  Jones  Lane, 
New  York.  It  is  a  five-storey  building,  and  is  to  be  in 
charge  of  Mr.  C.  Blair  Leighton,  from  the  London  office. 
»  The  200Z.  prize  competition  offered  to  photographers  by 
the  Thornton-Pickard  Manufacturing  Company  has  been 
awarded.  More  than  2,000  photographs  were  sent  iD.  and 
the  prizes  (forty-two  in  number)  have  gone  to  competitors 
all  over  the  world. 

Owing  to  the  favour  with  which  the  Liebig  Company! 
bonus  announcement  has  been  received  by  the  trade,  th 
company  have  decided  to  extend  the  term  of  the  5  per  cent 
bonus,  so  as  to  include  all  orders  received  up  to  October  31 
They  notify  this  among  our  advertisements.   

Messrs.  J.  &  E.  Atkinson  (Limited),  the  famous 
perfumery-manufacturers,  have  opened  City  show-rooms  at 

8  Wood  Street,  Cheapside,  for  the  convenience  of  wholesale 
and  export  buyers.  A  full  range  of  all  their  articles  is  to  be 
seen  there,  and  price-lists  and  all  particulars  may  be  ob- 
tained. 

Boybil  (Limited)  are  again  offering  a  special  5-per- 
cent, bonus  on  all  orders  for  their  goods,  except  the  1\A. 
bottlets,  given  between  September  15  and  October  31  on 
easy  conditions  set  forth  in  their  advertisement  in  this 
issue,  one  of  which  is  that  the  customer  shall  not  cut  below 
recognised  minimum  prices. 

Automatic  Haibwash  Applies. — Mr.  A.  Morelle  has 
invented  a  clever  brush  for  applying  hair-dyes  and  hair- 
lotions  to  the  hair  without  touching  the  skin.    It  i>  a  two- 


row  tooth-brush  with  a  double  comb  hinged  to  the  back,  so 
that  after  dipping  the  brush  in  the  dye  or  lotion,  one  lets 
the  comb  down  over  the  brush,  and  applies  it  to  the  hair 
without  the  slightest  fear  of  touching  the  skin,  because  the 
comb  projects  about  inch  beyond  the  bristles.  It  is  also 
nice  for  applying  briltiantice  to  the  moustache,  and  should 
become  an  indispensable  toilet-article  when  once  introduced. 
The  brush  is  stocked  by  wholesale  and  sundries  houses,  and 
costs  12s.  6^.  per  dozen. 

"Ollapeael"  is  the  name  of  a  new  tooth-powder  intro- 
duced by  the  "  Ollapearl  "  Company,  371  Oxford  Street,  W. 
The  samples  which  we  have  examined  are  plain  perfumed 
and  carbolic.  Both  are  exceedingly  subtle  so  far  as 
fineness  of  powder  is  concerned;  they  are  delightfully 
perfumed,  have  a  pleasing  colour,  and  have  good  cleansing 
properties.  Perhaps  the  thing  which  will  most  tend  to 
make  "  Ollapearl "  popular  is  the  ingenious  box  in  which 
the  dentrifice  is  put  up.  The  box  is  an  oblong  wood  one 
divided  towards  one  end  into  a  compartment  which  just 
admits  a  tooth-brush.  The  powder  gets  into  this  com- 
partment by  a  hole  at  the  bottom.  The  device  favours 
economy  of  powder,  and,  according  to  the  flowery  language 
of  the  handbill,  '•  Ollapearl "  is  sold  in  a  novel  and  ingeni- 
ously constructed  box,  which  distributes  just  what  is  collected 
and  restores  to  the  box  in  a  dry  state  every  precious  particle 
not  used,  after  the  brush  has  taken  up  its  quantum."  "  Olla- 
pearl "  retails  at  Is. 


A  Razoe  and  Scrubb's  ammonia  are  the  remedies  for 
scorpion-stings  used  by  our  troops  in  the  Soudan,  according 
to  the  Ba'dy  News  correspondent. 

Japanese  Fish  Oil. — The  season's  fishing  has  turned 
out  badly  on  the  whole,  and  as  the  stock  of  last  season's  oil 
at  Yokohama  is  low,  prices  ruling  there  are  high. 
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(PULV.    RHEI    COMP,    B.P.  1898.) 

"Audi  Alteram  Partem." 
By  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S.,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


THERE  has  recently  been  an  important  correspondence  in 
this  journal  relative  to  the  prosecutions  in  the  Metro- 
politan district,  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  for 
the  sale  of  Gregory's  powder  stated  not  to  have  been  com- 
pounded in  accordance  with  the  official  formula.  I  do  not 
refer  to  those  prosecutions  in  which  the  defendants  have 
acknowledged  that  the  powder  they  had  been  selling  was 
•made  with  carbonate  of  magnesium,  but  to  those  cases  in 
which  the  defendants  affirmed  that  the  powder  sold  was 
"Compounded  from  light  calcined  magnesia  of  trade. 

In  the  report  of  the  evidence  in  one  case  before  a  London 
Stipendiary,  Mr.  Hopkins,  it  was  stated  that  analysis  showed 
that  the  Gregory's  powder  contained  an  equivalent  of  28 
per  cent,  of  (the  official  ?)  carbonate  of  magnesium. 

I  was  requested  by  a  partner  in  one  of  the  leading  drug- 
houses  in  London  to  investigate  the  matter,!  with  the  object 
of  ascertaining  the  reason,  as  he  thought,  of  the  unfair  and 
unjust  condemnation  of  one  of  his  customers,  who  was  one 
■of  the  defendants  in  question.  Your  correspondent  "  X  "  in 
last  week's  issue  unquestionably  referred  to  the  same  case, 
and,  as  there  seems  to  be  much  doubt  regarding  the  com- 
position of  the  condemned  powder  and  the  analytical 
methods  that  have  been  adopted,  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
review  the  various  analytical  and  other  points  connected 
with  the  subject. 

At  the  hearing  of  the  case  referred  to  it  was  stated  that 
28  per  cent,  of  carbonate  of  magnesium  was  certified  to  be 
present  by  Dr.  Muter,  the  public  analyst,  and  Mr.  Frederick 
Davis,  in  controverting  this  statement,  was  reported  to  have 
-said  that  the  oxide  of  magnesium  in  the  preparation  rapidly 
absorbed  carbonic  acid,  and  he  should  not  be  surprised  to 
find  as  much  as  15  per  cent,  of  carbonate  present. 

Opportunity  has  been  afforded  me  of  examining  duplicates 
•of  this  and  two  other  samples  that  have  been  similarly 
-condemned  (which  I  have  named  A,  B,  and  C),  and  I  think 
.it  of  sufficient  importance  to  state  those  points  which,  in 
my  opinion,  have  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  subject. 

the  Analytical  Process. — The  analytical  results  stated  in 
•court  appear  to  indicate  that  the  loss  in  weight  of  the 
•compound-rhubarb  powder  on  calcination  has  been  taken  as 
representing  loss  of  carbonic  acid  and  water,  and  the 
amount  of  the  official  carbonate  of  magnesium  presumed  to 
be  present  has  been  calculated  from  this  loss,  subject,  of 
•course,  to  the  correction  for  the  ash  resulting  from  the 
jpowdered  rhubarb  and  powdered  ginger. 

What  should  the  ash  of  compound-rhubarb  powder  be? 
The  ash  of  rhubarb  in  powder  depends  considerably  upon 
the  variety  of  rhubarb  from  which  it  is  ground,  and  in  the 
•case  of  very  dense  rhubarb  being  used,  such  as  that  known 
in  the  drug-market  as  the  Shensi  variety,  the  ash  may  be  as 
high  as  25  per  cent.,  whilst  in  other  roots  of  a  less  deusekind, 
known  as  Canton  rhubarb,  the  ash  falls  as  low  as  4  to  5  per 
•cent. — the  average  may  be  taken  as  being  about  10  per  cent. 
'The  ash  of  unbleached  Jamaica  ginger  varies  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  2£  to  3\  per  cent. 

CMcined  Magnesia. — I  have  examined  several  samples  of 
calcined  magnesia  taken  from  bottles  corked  and  capsuled, 
prepared  by  a  leading  manufacturer  in  Eagland,  and  find 
that  the  loss  of  weight  on  calcination  varies  from  0  0  to  4 
per  cent.  .  The  substances  in  these  bottles  have  of  course 
been  stored  under  the  most  favourable  conditions,  buj 


under  less'perfect  conditions  the  proportion  might  he  higher. 
I  am  now  studying  the  rapidity  of  absorption  of  water  and 
carbonic  acid  by  oxide  of  magnesium. 

Based  upon  these  figures,  and  presuming  the  calcined 
magnesia  employed  to  be  perfection,  one  would  expect  the 
ash  of  compound-rhubarb  powder  to  be  made  up  as  under  :  — 


B  P.  parts  in 
100  parts 

Percentage 

of  ash 
ingredients 

Ash  in  100 
parts  of 
mixture 

Rhubarb 
Ginger  ... 
Mag.  calc. 

22-?  2  parts 
11-11  „ 
66-66  „ 

10  per  cent. 
3 

100  „ 

2-22 
•33 
6666 

99-99  parts 

69-21 

The  ash  of  a  freshly-prepared  sample  (D)  made  from  rhu- 
barb and  ginger,  giving  the  percentages  of  ash  indicated 
above,  was  found  to  be  69  04  per  cent. — that  is  to  say,  the  ash 
of  the  powdered  rhubarb  and  powdered  ginger  increased  the 
figure  about  2|  per  cent. 

The  ash  of  the  samples  jA,  B,]and  C]  which  have  been 
submitted  to  me  were  as|under: — 


No.  A 
No.  B 
No.  C 


55'3  per  cent. 

52-4 

51-2 


It  is  evident,  therefore, ithat|the  ash  of  the?e||three  samples 
shows  a  loss  by  weight  on  calcination  which,  taken  as 
carbonic  acid  and  water,  and  calculated  into  the  official 
carbonate  of  magnesia,  is  equal  to  over  25  per  cent,  of  that 
substance. 

The  question  is,  can  this  simple  process  be  taken  as  cor- 
rectly indicating  a  composition  of  a  compound-rhubarb 
powder  ? 

Without  proceeding  to  an  absolute  estimation  of  the 
carbonic  acid  present,  two  points  at  once  decide  that  this  is 
not  so  — 

1.  If  one  prepares  a  compjund-rhubarb  powder,  using 
the  proportions  of  oxide  and  official  carbonate  of  magnesium 
recorded  as  present — -namely,  from  25  to  30  per  cent,  of  the 
latter — the  effervescence  produced  on  the  addition  oE  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid  is  infinitely  greater  in  the  case  of  the 
sample  prepared  with  carbonate  than  the  samples  A,  B,  and 
C  already  referred  to.  In  fact  the  effervescence  is  haidly 
noticeable  in  the  three  last  named. 

2.  On  mixing  samples  A,  B.and  C  with  water,  it  is  evident 
from  the  intense  red  colouration  of  the  liquid,  that  the  alka- 
linity of  the  preparation  is  markedly  greater,  and  that  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  hydrate  of  magnesium  is  present,  as  it 
at  once  develops  the  intense  red  colour  of  rhubarb.  A  similar 
red  colouration  is  not  developed  in  the  sample  containing 
25  to  30  per  cent,  of  carbonate  of  magnesium  until  a  con- 
siderable time  has  elapsed. 

In  order  to  determine  to  what  the  loss  of  weight  on  calci- 
nation is  due,  I  have  made  experiments,  drying  the  powder 
at  110°  C,  so  as  to  determine  the  loss  of  moisture  and  loss 
of  carbonic  acid  respectively.  I  find  that  the  three  powders 
A,  B,  and  C,  dried  at  1103  C,  lose  from  9  to  11  per  cent. 

Average  samples  of  powdered  rhubarb  and  powdered 
ginger  lose  lespectively  the  following  percentages  on  drying 
at  110 :  C.  :  — 


Rhubarb  No.  1 
No.  2 

Ginger  No.  1 
No.  2 


£'0  per  cent. 

1-2, 
10-5 
1C-8 


Offi:ial  carbonate  of  magnesium  loses  even  at  1Z0Q  C. 
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practically  do  weight.  It  might  be  mentioned  that  the 
carbonate  of  magnesium,  both  light  and  heavy,  of  com- 
merce frequently  contains  slightly  less  water  of  hydration 
than  mentioned  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  10  grammes 
yield  on  calcination  frequently  4  5  to  4  6  grammes,  in  place 
of  the  4  2  grammes  required  by  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Evidently,  therefore,  the  loss  in  weight  of  the  compound- 
rhubarb  powders,  on  drying  at  110°  C,  is  not  due  to  loss  of 
water  from  carbonate  of  magnesium  if  present. 

It  is  apparent  by  calculation  that  compound-rhubarb 
powder  prepared  in  the  official  proportions,  provided  the 
calcined  magnesium  consisted  solely  of  oxide,  should  lose 
3  per  cent,  of  weight  at  110°  C,  whilst  the  powders  A,  B, 
and  C  in  question  lose,  as  has  been  shown,  10  per  cent.,  or 
thereabouts. 

Evidently,  therefore,  the  compound-rhubarb  powders  A.  B, 
and  C  contained  hydrate  of  magnesium,  differing  in  many 
respects  from  the  form  in  which  it  is  present  in  the  official 
carbonate  of  magnesium. 

I  have  collected  very  many  samples  of  compound-rhubarb 
powder  from  pharmacists,  made  at  different  periods  during 
twelve  months,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  rapidity  with  which 
this  absorption  of  water  by  the  oxide  of  magnesium  occurs, 
and  even  examined  at  intervals  of  fourteen  days  I  find  that 
differences  are  already  observable.  I  intend  to  give  full 
particulars  shortly  o  f  not  fewer  than  twenty  samples  which  have 
been  kept  for  different  lengths  of  time.  In  the  meantime  I 
may  say  that  the  foregoing  shows  that : — 

1.  A  simple  process  of  calcination  and  calculation  of  the 
loss  in  weight  as  carbonic  acid  and  water,  and  in  turn  con- 
version of  that  into  equivalent  of  official  carbonate  of 
magnesium,  is  not  a  correct  method  of  arriving  at  the  com- 
position of  compound-rhubarb  powder,  and  that  it  is  essential 
that  the  loss  at  110°  C.  and  on  calcination  should  be  viewed 
comparatively  in  order  to  ascertain  the  loss  of  water  and 
carbonic  acid  respectively. 

2.  That  under  certain  conditions  a  considerable  proportion 
of  water  is  absorbed  by  magnesium  oxide,  and  is  present  in 
the  form  of  a  hvdrate  of  magnesium  which  is  lost  at  a 
temperature  of  110°  C,  at  which  temperature  the  official 
carbonate  of  magnesium  loses  practically  nothing. 

5)  South wark  Street,  S.E., 
September  21. 


1bow>  to  Become  a  ^ualifico 
©ptician. 


CHEMISTS  are  rightly  taking  a  considerable  interest  in 
the  scheme  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Spectacle- 
makers  for  granting  certificates  of  competency  to  persons 
who  can  pass  certain  examinations.  For  the  present  the 
examination  and  certification  are  voluntary  ;  but  it  is  not  im- 
possible that  at  no  distant  date  both  will  be  absolute 
necessities  before  anyone  will  be  allowed  to  assume  the 
description  of  optician,  oculist-opticiari.  or  anything  similar. 
Whether  this  will  come  about  or  not,  the  diploma  and  the 
knowledge  it  represents  will  be  without  doubt  very  substantial 
aids  in  the  cultivation  of  the  optical  business ;  and  chemists 
who  are  seeking  to  make  this  a  side  line  should  make  a 
serious  effort  to  fit  themselves  for  the  work  involved  on  the 
lines  laid  down  by  the  Company. 

The  optician  should  be  quite  capable  to  adapt  glasses  for 
optical  defects,  but  especially  he  should  be  competent  to 
draw  the  line  between  the  optical  cases  that  he  can  correct 
by  the  means  at  his  disposal,  and  those  other  cases  of  visual 
defect  that  require  treatment  of  the  eye  itself.  Many  serious 
ailments  of  the  eye  are  seen  by  optical  dealers,  when  incipi- 
ent, and  were  the  necessity  then  pointed  out,  it  would 
frequently  occur  that  these  cases  would  receive  treatment 
sooner,  and  in  consequence  better,  than  is  possible  when  they 
have  further  progressed. 

To  one  who  understands  visual  optics,  it  is  not  difficult  to 


recognise  a  case  in  which  reduction  of  the  visual  acuity  is 
not  due  to  any  error  of  refraction,  nor  is  it  any  more  difficult 
to  recognise  a  case  where  nervous  conditions  are  the  cause 
of,  and  not  caused  by,  troublesome  sight.  The  boundary-line 
separating  the  territory  within  which  the  optician  should 
work,  from  that  in  which  he  should  not,  is  well  defined  to 
the  educated  craftsman  ;  his  territory  is  where  manipula- 
tion of  the  light  only  is  needed,  and  the  medical  man's 
territory  is  where  this  is  not  needed  or  where  it  alone  does 
not  suffice. 

As  we  have  previously  explained,  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Company's  examinations  are  of  two  classes : — The  one,  the 
modified  examination,  is  offered  to  those  who  have  been,  as 
principals  or  assistants,  engaged  in  the  optical  business  for 
seven  years,  whether  in  large  or  small  quantities.  The  other, 
the  full  examination,  appertains  to  all  those  who  have  not 
been  so  engaged. 

The  modified  examination  is  based  solely  on  optics 
relating  to  vision.  This  being  the  principal  subject  con- 
nected with  the  scheme,  it  is  the  first  aim  of  the  Spectacle- 
makers'  Company  that  all  their  diplomates  should  be 
well  versed  in  it,  and  the  examination  on  this  subject  will 
be  exhaustive,  and  of  a  high  order.  It  is  required  that  the 
candidate  shall  know  the  anatomy  of  the  human  eye,  so  that 
he  may  understand  what  visual  aids  are  intended  for  or 
required  to  do.  For  the  study  of  the  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  the  eye,  in  an  interesting  and  elementary  form, 
and  yet  sufficiently  complete  for  the  optician's  needs,  we  can 
advise  the  study  of  a  small  book  by  Black,  of  Edinburgh, 
entitled  '-Eyesight,"  published  by  Messrs.  Ward,  Lock  &  Co. 
at  Is. 

So,  also,  the  candidate  must  know  how  the  eye  acts  as  a 
compound  refracting  body  on  the  light  passing  through  its 
media,  and  how  the  course  of  the  former  is  modified  by  the 
action  of  spherical  and  cylindrical  lenses  and  by  prisms. 
For  the  study  of  "  Optics  "  we  recommend  the  first  chapters 
of  Hartridge's  "  Refraction  "  (6.?.).  Jones's  "  Lessons  on  Light " 
(3s.  6d.),  and  the  "Optician's  Handbook"  (3s.  fid.),  the 
latter  being  mentioned  in  the  syllabus  as  the  text-book. 
Works  on  optics  and  refraction  are  innumerable,  and  any  by 
recognised  authors  serve  the  purpose ;  but  as  regards 
•  prisms"  and  their  properties  and  application  there  is  no 
work  to  approach  Maddox's  "  Ophthalmological  Prisms." 

The  examination  will  demand  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
hypermetropia,  myopia,  astigmatism,  and  presbyopia — the 
errors  of  refraction  and  accommodation  with  which  opticians 
have  to  deal,  the  methods  of  determining  visual  defects,  and 
the  instruments  and  appliances  needed  for  their  determina- 
tion and  estimation  (really  the  subject  of  refraction). 

These  subjects  constitute  the  main  ones  of  the  examination, 
and  in  them  the  knowledge  of  the  candidates  will  be 
thoroughly  tested.  An  elementary  knowledge  of  the  oph- 
thalmoscope and  retinoscope  is  also  required,  and  it  can  be 
obtained  from  the  chapters  treating  of  them  in  Hartridge. 

The  principles  of  the  various  forms  of  spectacles  and  eye- 
glasses, how  to  measure  them,  and  how  to  take  the  facial 
dimensions  for  fitting  frames,  how  to  manipulate  and  adjust 
them  to  the  peculiarities  of  different  faces,  are  also  main 
subjects  of  the  examination,  and  they  can  be  studied,  so  far 
as  study  of  practical  work  is  possible,  in  the  second  part  of 
the  "  Optician's  Handbook  " 

The  candidates  will  be  examined  as  to  their  knowledge  of 
the  testing,  analysing,  measuring,  neutralising  and  trans- 
p-is-ing  of  lenses,  and  the  writing  and  reading  of  optical 
I  presciiptions.  These  matters  complete  the  modified  syllabus,, 
and  they,  like  the  last- mentioned  subjects,  are  found  in  the 
second  part  of  the  "  Optician's  Handbook." 

While  the  subject-matter  of  the  modified  examination 
relating  to  visual  optics  is  to  be  found  in  the  books  mentioned,, 
so  far  as  theory  is  concerned,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  work  and  the  knowledge  tested  by  examination  are 
I  essentially  practical,  and  the  mere  reading  of  books  cannot 
make  a  practical  optician.  The  candidates  for  examination 
;  are  supposed  to  be  practical  opticians,  and  to  have  had 
practical  experience,  and  it  is  almost  as  difficult  to  conceive 
a  clear  appreciation  of  practical  optics  without  practical 
instruction  and  demonstration,  as  it  would  be  as  regards 
chemistry.  Provision  for  practical  instruction  in  optical 
work  has  been  made,  after  consultation  with  the  Court  of  the 
Spectac'e-makers'  Company,  by  the  establishment  of  technical' 
c!acs?s  for  opticians  at  the  Northampton  Institute,  St.  John- 
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Street  Road,  Clerkenwell.  Mr.  Lionel  Laurance  will  conduct 
the  class  in  visual  optics,  and  non-members  will  be  admitted 
to  the  whole  course  for  a  fee  of  15s.  The  Spectacle-makers' 
Company  have,  we  believe,  furnished  the  institute  with  a  I 
handsome  provision  of  apparatus,  and  London  chemists 
cannot  do  better  than  take  advantage  of  these  lectures  and 
laboratory  instruction.  But  the  many  chemists  in  provincial 
towns  who  cannot  take  advantage  of  these  classes,  will,  we 
should  think,  find  it  a  great  help  to  take  advantage  of  the 
offer  made  to  them  by  Mr.  Lionel  Laurance,  the  official 
instructor  of  the  Spectacle- makers'  Company,  who  has 
designed  a  system  of  instruction  calculated  to  achieve  the 
desired  results.  He  gives  a  preparatory  course  of  instruc- 
tion by  correspondence,  and  this  enables  him  to  reduce  the 
personal  course  down  to  a  minimum  of  two  weeks'  duration,  ] 
and  he  further  offers  to  conduct  courses  in  any  of  the  I 
large  provincial  centres,  provided  a  sufficient  number 
of  students  is  guaranteed.  A  fee  of  51.  5s.  per  student 
is  charged,  and  this  we  understand  is  not  for  a  certain 
number  of  lessons,  but  for  a  certain  amount  of  instruction, 
and  is  inclusive  up  to  June  1899.  The  towns  at  present 
proposed  for  provincial  classes  are  Manchester,  Bristol, 
Leicester,  Newcastle,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Edinburgh,  Dublin, 
but  any  others  would  be  included  in  the  list  if  there  were  a 
sufficiency  of  students. 

For  the  full  examination,  the  visual-optics  section  is,  of 
course,  the  principal  subject,  and,  while  it  is  "  stiff,"  the 
other  subjects  are  all  more  or  less  elementary,  and  need  not 
deter  those  who  have  not  been  in  the  optical  trade  seven 
years,  and  in  this  connection  it  would  be  as  well  for  in- 
tending candidates  to  put  themselves  in  communication 
with  Colonel  Sewell,  Guildhall,  in  order  to  learn  whether 
they  come  under  the  one  or  the  other  class  of  candidates. 

In  the  full  examination  algebra  is  required  up  to  simul- 
taneous equations;  Hall  and  Knight's  "Elementary  Algebra" 
is  recommended  as  the  best  book.  The  elementary  use  of 
logarithms  is  mentioned  in  the  syllabus,  and  the  best  and 
most  concise  book  which  treats  of  them  is  Chambers's 
"  Mathematical  Tables."  For  a  knowledge  of  the  slide-rule 
we  recommend  Charles  Hoare's  little  book  on  the  subject, 
and  for  "  the  vernier,"  Heather's  "  Drawing  and  Measuring 
Instruments." 

Trigonometry  of  a  very  elementary  description  is  needed. 
Hamblin  Smith's  "Elementary  Trigonometry"  is  the  basis 
of  the  examination  in  this  subject,  and  is  recommended 
in  the  published  syllabus  of  the  Spectacle- makers'  Company. 

For  heat  and  light,  including  photometry,  achromatism, 
reflection,  umbra  and  penumbra,  &c,  the  be^t  book  is  D.  E. 
Jones's  "Lessons  in  Heat  and  Light"  (3s.  6d.),  an  excellent 
work  of  a  very  elementary  nature  but  sufficient  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  examination.  Other  good  books  on  these 
and  allied  subjects  are  Glazebrook  and  Shaw's  "  Practical 
Physics"  (7s.  Gd.),  Ganot's  "  Physics "  (15s.),  and  Balfour 
Stewart's  "  Lessons  in  Elementary  Physics"  (4s.  Qd.). 

The  photographic  camera  can  be  studied  in  Traill 
Taylor's  "Optics  of  Photography  and  Photographic  Lenses," 
and  in  other  books ;  the  microscope  in  Gage's  "  Micro- 
scope and  Microscopical  Methods,"  also  in  Heather's  "Opti- 
cal Instruments "  (Is.  6d.) ;  the  optical  lantern  and  the 
stereoscope  in  Heather's  "  Optical  Instruments  ;  "  the 
spectroscope  in  Glazebrook  and  Shaw's  work  ;  the  sextant 
in  Glazebrook  and  Shaw,  and  in  Heather's  "  Surveying  and 
Astronomical  Instruments  "  (Is.  6d)  ;  the  telescope  and  the 
opera-glass  in  Heather's  "  Optical  Instruments,"  and  in 
"  Reflecting  and  Refracting  Telescopes,"'  by  Mr.  W.  H.  E. 
Thorn  thwaite. 


We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Upper  Warden  W.  H.  E.  Thorn- 
thwaite,  F.R  A.S  ,  Chairman  of  the  Optical  Committee  of  the 
Spectacle-makers'  Company,  has  fixed  Wednesday,  October  19. 
for  the  next  committee-meeting,  at  which  all  applications  of 
candidates  for  the  November  examinations  will  be  submitted 
by  the  Clerk,  Colonel  T.  Davies  Sewell. 


flftarriaoes. 

Davis—  Edwards.  —  On  August  24,  at  St.  Andrew's 
Church,  Newlands,  Cape  Town,  by  the  Rev.  Langford  Browne, 
Mr.  D.  J.  Davis  (of  Messrs.  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co  ,  Cape  Town) 
to  Jenny,  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Edwards,  of  Cape  Town. 


Jack — Cables. — At  32  Kyd  Street,  Arbroath,  on  Septem- 
ber 14,  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Angus,  D.D.,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
J.  E.  MacDougall,  James  Jack,  F.L.S..  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  to  Janet,  second  daughter  of  the  late  Patrick 
Cables. 

Johnston — Gordon. — On  September  21,  at  St.  John's 
Church,  Stanmore,  by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  C.  Welldon,  M.A., 
head  master  of  Harrow  and  Bishop-Designate  of  Calcutta, 
assisted  by  the  rector,  the  Rev.  Stuart  Bernays,  William 
Elliott  Johnston,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  J.  Lawson  Johnston,  to 
Maude,  daughter  of  Mr.  F.  Gordon,  Bentley  Priory,  Stanmore. 

Thompson — Waterston. — On  September  15,  at  Christ 
Church,  Warley,  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Tredennick,  Jas.  Avery, 
second  son  of  Mr.  Ja?.  Waterston.  of  Clifton,  to  Blanche  Hall, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Wm.  Thompson,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, High  Street,  Brentwood. 


Bcatbs. 


Lakin. — At  16  New  Bond  Street,  Leicester,  on  Septem- 
ber 17,  Mr.  William  Lakin,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  82. 

Murray. — On  September  15,  at  Clones,  co.  Monagban, 
Ireland,  Mr.  Edward  Peter  Murray,  J.P.,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Murray's  death  was  the  result  of  a 
frightful  accident  in  bis  shop.  He  seems  to  have  been  quite 
alone,  his  wife  and  family  being  away.  About  8  P.M.,  on 
September  13,  he  was  found  behind  the  dispensing-counter 
by  a  former  domestic,  who  called  at  the  house,  with  his  head;. 


\ 


face,  left  arm,  and  leg  seriously  burned  with  vitriol.  There 
had  been  some  oil  spilled  on  the  floor,  and  it  was  conjec- 
tured by  Dr.  Edward  Tierney,  who  attended  him  and  who 
gave  evidence  at  the  inquest,  that  he  had  been  using  the 
bottles  on  a  shelf  above  him,  when,  slipping  on  the  oily 
floor,  he  pulled  the  shelf  down,  a  bottle  of  sulphuric  acid1 
falling  on  his  head.  This  occurred  on  Tuesday  of  last  week  ;. 
Mr.  Murray  died  on  the  Thursday  following.  Mr.  Murray 
was  about  40  years  of  age. 

Wiiittaker.  —  Mr.  Thomas  Whittaker,  chemist  and 
druggist,  late  of  16  Brierley  Avenue,  Higher  Ardwick,  Man- 
chester, was  found  dead  in  bed  a  ff-w  days  sicice  The 
deceased  was  62  years  of  age.  About  two  and  a  half  years 
ago  he  had  a  stroke  of  paralysis  and  sold  his  business,  but. 
having  recovered  his  usual  health,  had  just  re  purchased  ir_ 
This  had  given  him  great  pleasure.  Latterly  the  excessive  heat- 
seemed  to  have  upset  him  considerably,  otherwise  he  had 
been  very  well.  These  facts  were  stated  before  the  City- 
Coroner  at  the  inqutst,  and  a  verdict  of  "  Found  dead  in  bed 
from  natural  causes  "  was  returned. 
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EMBROCATION 

in  bottles  to  retail  at 

8d.,     1/-,     sa.ra<l  2/6. 

"  SANITAS  " 

AND  OTHBB 

DISINFECTANTS 

B9LPHUB  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
imBSHRYHD  PEROXIDE!    OF  HYDROGEN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &o.  &o. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  CREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


PUREST  m  ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
MTHIA.  POTASH.  LEMONADB, 
GINGER  ALB,  &e. 


Supplied  in  Six  Doze  a 
Cases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 


Analysis,  &o.,  oa 
Application. 


R 


.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOTJRNB, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 


WATERS 


We«t  Bad  Agents,  WHEATLET  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W 
City  Agents,  RAE  &  CO.,  6  Railway  Place,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.G. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants.  Hotels,  &o. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

1  ft  /  *  1           Finest  Pure 

•  U/evrt.g    STARCH  POWDER 

19/£ 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

U/cf, 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/ c*. 

BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

Cwt 

No.  2  Pure 
PPFCIPITATED  CHALK 

21 /eft 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/  owt. 

"WHITE  EARTH" 
Specially  prepared  for 
Toilet  purposes. 

18/ett 

No.  2  Pore 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

12/oft. 

Finest  Pure 

"toilet  oatmeal,  special 

3  * 

7HTC7E 

I  U  tins 

Pure 
LIQUORICE 

/TfiF 

Best  Pure 
I  ARROWROOT 

*  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London  fori 
allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weighs  of  lia  lbs.  and! 
upwards  of  aboTS  articles,  bmaliwr  parcels  dsU  fered  trss  on  rail  London  E 
Ski  aboTe_DrlceB. 


NOTICE     OF  REMOVAL, 


REGINALD  W.  BARKER, 

Patent  and  Trade-mark  Agent, 

Has  Removed  from  Monument  Chambers,  E.C., 
to  56  LUDGATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 


WE    HAVE    NO  TERRORS 

FOX   THOSE   WHO  USB 

FLETCHERS' 
CONCENTRATED  LIQUORS. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 


FOB 


Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  for  a  supply  of  "  FREDDY'S 
DIARIES";  they  will  please  your  Customers. 

34  FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.G. 


WILCOX   &  CO., 

83  Mortimer   Street,  LONDON,  W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCHSCERMAH 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


ORDERS    PROMPTLY  EXECUTED. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


UEbitorial  Comments. 


Inland  Revenue  Statistics. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  items  of  information  collected 
from  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  for  the  year 
ending  March  31,  1893  :— 

The  total  net  amount  collected  was  75,986,121Z.,  which  was 
3,171,959/.  more  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Beer  and  Spirits. 

Beer  duty  showed  an  increase  of  4  37  per  cent,  in  England, 
265  per  cent,  in  Scotland,  and  3  17  in  Ireland. 

The  quantity  of  home-made  spirits  retained  for  consump- 
tion was  3  21  per  cent,  more  in  England,  and  2  08  per  cent, 
more  in  Scotland  ;  but  in  Ireland  there  was  a  decrease  of  1  20 
per  cent. 

England  imported  6,112,235  gals,  of  spirit  from  Scotland, 
and  3,488,901  gals,  from  Ireland. 

Each  indi\  idual  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  estimated  to 
have  consumed  -877  barrel  of  beer  and  1  031  gal.  of  spirit 
in  the  year.  The  consumption  per  head  has  been  steadily 
increasing.  In  1890  the  annual  individual  consumption  of 
beer  was  -812  barrel,  and  of  spirit  -922  gal. 

There  are  11  distilleries  at  work  in  England,  143  in  Scot- 
land, and  182  in  Ireland. 

The  quantity  of  foreign  spirits  imported  in  the  year  was 
9,342,364  gals.  (4,723,450  gals,  being  rum,  and  2,834,180 
brandy).  Of  these,  1,159,954  gals,  were  re-exported.  The 
quantity  of  British  spirits  exported  was  4,585,626  gals. 

Methylated  Spirit. 
The  quantity   of  spirits   methylated  in  the  year  was 
4,462  563  gals.    The  quantity  methylated  increases  steadily 
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every  year.  In  1890  it  was  3,188,305  gals.  Of  the  whole, 
in  last  year  only  1,706  gals,  were  of  foreign  origin. 

Patent-medicine  Stamp  Revenue. 
Patent-medicine  stamps  yielded  260.8527.  in  the  year.  The 


following  is  a 

table  showing  th 

e  yield  of  these 

stamps  from 

I860  to  date  :- 

Year  ended 

Year  ended 

March  31 

£ 

March  31 

1860 

...  43,692 

1880 

...  135,366 

1861 

...  44,786 

1881 

...  139,763 

1862 

...  44,270 

1882 

...  145,266 

1863 

...  48,002 

1883 

...  154,774 

1864 

49  849 

1884 

...  159,238 

1865 

52^978 

1885 

...  170,337 

1866 

...  57,336 

1886 

...  178,041 

1867 

...  59,600 

1887 

...  178,664 

1868 

...  59,815 

1888 

...  190,470 

1869 

...  63,954 

1889 

...  202,375 

1870 

...  72,353 

1890 

...  217,264 

1871 

...  71,343 

1891 

...  225,701 

1872 

...  86,517 

1892 

...  240,062 

1873 

...  95,813 

1893 

...  220,325 

1874 

...  99,808 

1894 

...  213,210 

1875 

...  114,323 

1895 

...  234,881 

1876 

...  123,136 

1896 

...  238,946 

1877 

...  118,222 

1897 

...  254,726 

1878 

...  125,142 

1898 

...  260,852 

1879 

...  132,386 

We  append  a  diagram  similar  to  one  we  gave  four  years 
ago,  but  brought  up  to  the  latest  returns  : — 


The  thick  line  shows  the  progress  of  the  revenue  from  medicine 
stamps  from  1860  to  1898.  Bach  square  represents  a  year 
horizontally,  and  5,0007.  perpendicularly. 

Licences. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  certain 
Exciseable  articles  was  as  follows  : — Patent  medicines,  30.566 
(England),  2  574  (Scotland);  methylated-spirit  makers  :  24 
<E.),  2  (S.),  1  (I.)  ;  retailers  :  12,151  (E  ),  1.507  (S.),  665  (I.)  : 


stills  for  chemists:  700  (E.),  123  (S.),  26  (I.) ;  wine-retailers 
off :  5,453  (E.),  3,555  (S.),  194  (I.) 

Joint-stocli  Companies. 
The  number  of  joint-stock  companies  registered  at  the 
London  office  was  4,881,  at  Edinburgh  347,  and  at  Dublin 
139.  The  London  registrations  were  428  more,  those  at 
Edinburgh  24  j  more,  and  those  at  Dublin  3  fewer  than  in 
the  preceding  year. 

Income  Tax. 

The  net  yield  from  income-tax  amounted  to  14,898,8517. 
in  England,  1.601,784;.  in  Scotland,  and  670,7427.  in  Ireland. 
The  net  amount  of  income  from  trade,  professions,  &c. 
(Schedule  D)  in  the  year  1896-7  (the  last  available),  on 
which  the  tax  was  levied  was  317,290,8497.  Of  this  sum 
nearly  one-half  is  earned  in  the  Metropolis.  The  figures  are 
interesting : — 


Metropolis ... 
Rest  of  England 
Scotland  ... 
Ireland 


150,890,639 
126,951,065 
30,422,297 
9,026,848 


There  are  67  persons,  firms,  or  private  companies  who  pay 
under  Schedule  D  on  incomes  of  over  50,0007.  Of  these,  61 
are  in  England,  5  in  Scotland,  and  1  in  Ireland.  There  are 
993  who  pay  on  incomes  of  between  10,0007.  and  50,0007. 

La  bora  tory-KO  rJt. 
The  Government  Laboratory  dealt  with  65,313  samples 
during  the  year.  Of  these,  9,157  were  of  medicinal-tinctures 
tested  for  drawback.  In  the  previous  year  the  number  was 
8,182.  The  samples  referred  to  the  Laboratory  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  56  in  1897-8,  four  fewer 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  bulk  of  the  work  was  with 
tobacco,  spirits,  and  beer.  It  is  recorded  that  1,827  samples 
of  herb-beer  were  examined. 


Eucalyptus  Oils. 

A  year  ago  Messrs.  R.  T.  Baker,  F.L.S.,  and  H.  G.  Smith* 
F.C.S.,  of  the  Technological  Museum,  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  com- 
menced an  investigation  on  the  oil-yielding  eucalypts  of  the 
colony,  having  in  view  the  determination  of  the  species  which 
yield  essential  oils  suitable  for  medicinal  and  similar  purposes. 
Their  results  are  communicated  as  they  arise  to  the  Royal 
Society  of  New  South  Wales,  and  already  facts,  previously  un- 
known to  chemists,  have  been  ascertained.  For  example,  they 
find  that  the  leave  sof  Eucalyptus  punctata,  DC,  yield  more  oil 
than  any  other  of  the  dozen  eucalypts  which  grow  in  the 
colony.  The  species  has  an  extensive  range,  extending  along 
the  whole  coast  district  from  Queensland  to  the  Victorian 
border.  They  distilled  ten  samples  of  the  oil  from  the 
leaves  and  young  branches,  and  obtained  on  the  average 
0  796  per  cent,  of  oil  (highest  119,  lowest  0  63),  having  the 
following  characteristics  as  compared  with  that  from 
E.  globulus : — 


E.  punc.  oil 
E.  glob,  oil 


[a]  d 
^65-927 
-r3°-48 


Sp.  gr. 

0-9153 

0-9185 


Per  cent. 
Eucalvptol 
55-11 
4981 


The  globulus  oil  used  was  the  ,;  Platypus  "  brand.  The 
authors  find  that  old  leaves  yield  most  oil.  Their  work 
brought  out  several  interesting  facts — eg.,  that  aldehydic 
bodies  (which  cause  cough  when  the  oil  is  smelled)  always 
accompany  the  crude  oil,  and  that  they  are  easily  removed 
by  redistillation ;  further,  that  redistillation  is  advisable  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  most  of  the  terpenes  which  boil  below 
eucalyptol.    E  wunctata  is  known  as  the  "grey  gum."    In  a 
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later  paper  they  deal  with  the  tree  which  yields  red,  stringy 
bark  — viz.,  E.  macrorhyncha.  From  the  leaves  they  have 
obtained  oil  which,  besides  containing  a  large  psrcentage  of 
eudesmol  (the  stearoptene  of  eucalyptus  oil),  gives  an  oil  of 
excellent  quality  containing  over  50  per  cent,  of  euca- 
lyptol,  and  answering  all  the  requirements  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  with  the  exception  of  specific  gravity. 
The  authors,  while  not  disputing  the  value  of  E.  globulus 
oil,  point  out  that  it  is  quite  an  erroneous  notion  to  suppose 
that  it  is  the  only  yielder  of  good  oil.  Of  course,  it  should 
be  observed  that  eucalyptus-oil  distillers,  who  draw  their 
supplies  from  districts  where  more  than  one  species  of 
eucalypt  abounds,  must  trust  to  the  intelligence  of  the  col- 
lectors, and  without  highly-skilled  labour  they  cannot  be 
sure  of  putting  the  leaves  of  one  species  only  in  their  stills. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  commercial  eucalyptus  oil  is, 
therefore,  obtained  from  mixed  leaves. 


Pharmacy  Universal. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jacobs,  the  cutter,  whom  the  American  Phar- 
maceutical Association  in  a  mirthful  moment  elected 
chairman  of  its  Commercial  Section,  to  see  if  modern 
business  methods  would  save  the  section  from  extinction,  has 
more  than  justified  his  election.  His  section  was  practically 
the  Association  this  year.  Good  practical  papers  were  con- 
tributed to  it ;  the  discussions  were  business-like  ;  there  were 
no  wrangles,  and  the  members  felt  that  too  little  time  had 
been  allotted  to  the  section.  All  of  which  is  a  complete 
reversal  of  past  history.  But  Mr.  Jacobs  did  more  than 
this.  He  got  into  touch  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  State, 
suggesting  that  the  U.S.  Consuls  abroad  should  report  upon 
the  drug-trade  of  their  localities — viz.,  as  to  whether  the 
drug-business  was  independent,  or  regulated  by  Govern- 
ment or  law;  whether  there  were  retail  drug-businesses 
and  pure  dispensing  -  businesses ;  what  drugs  and 
chemicals  the  countries  exported  to  U.S.A.  and  vice- 
versa  ;  whether  cutting  and  department-stores  existed ; 
what  is  done  with  prescriptions  :  how  is  pharmacy  regulated  • 
and  are  American  diplomas  accepted.  When  Mr.  Cridler,  third 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Department,  wrote  to  Consuls  about 
the  matter,  he  said  :  "  Your  report  should  be  made  at  as  early 
a  day  as  practicable,  in  order  that  it  may  be  published  in  the 
Consular  reports  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association."  The  Consuls  responded 
heartily,  and  their  replies  have  been  concentrated  by  the 
Department  into  an  octavo  volume  of  311  pages.  The  re- 
port is  one  of  the  best  achievements  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association.  The  acme  of  power  is  reached 
when  individuals  and  corporations  get  other  people  to  work 
for  them  willingly,  and  Mr.  Jacobs  has  shown  the  A.P.A 
what  power  it  has.    The  following  are  the  countries  reported 


on : — 

Austria 

Turkey 

British  Honduras 

Belgium 

United  Kingdom 

Salvador 

Denmark 

Egypt 

West  Indian  Island 

France 

Madeira 

Bahamas 

Germany 

Mauritius 

Cuba 

Gibraltar 

Morocco 

Curacao 

Italy 

St.  Helena 

Dominican  Rep. 

Malta 

Zanzibar 

Hayti 

Netherlands 

Canada 

St.  Christopher 

Norway 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Russia 

Costa  Rica 

Brazil 

Spain 

Guatemala 

Chili 

Switzerland 

India 

Columbia 

Ecuador 

China 

Japan 

Paraguay 

Dutch  Indies 

Persia 

U  ruguay 

Hong-Kong 

Korea 

V  enezuela 

Honduras 

Australasia 

Such  information  about  the  drug-trade  in  foreign  countries 
h  as  never  been  brought  together  before,  and  on  the  whole  the 


work  is  well  done,  considering  that  the  Consuls  were  in  most 
cases  quite  unacquainted  with  tbe  regulations  or  conditions 
under  which  pharmacy  is  carried  on  in  their  districts.  It 
appears  from  the  report  that  there  is  no  European  country  in 
which  there  is  no  pharmacy-regulation  of  some  kind,  and 
Belgium,  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  are  the  only 
countries  in  which  registered  pharmacists  may  start  business 
without  going  to  the  police  or  some  other  authority  for 
permission.  In  all  European  countries,  except  England 
and  Scotland,  there  are  two  recognised  classes  in  the 
drug-trade  —-  first,  the  dispensing-pharmacist,  a  man  of 
superior  education,  a  chemist,  who  prefers  the  higher 
departments  of  his  craft;  and,  second,  the  retail  druggist, 
whose  field  of  work  is  confined  by  regulation  to  the  retailing 
of  simples,  packed  goods,  and  the  like:  in  short,  the  Irish 
grades  of  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  registered  druggist 
obtain  everywhere,  except  in  Great  Britain.  The  U.S. 
Consuls  say  that  the  druggists  are  the  hustlers  of  the  trade; 
they  are  unrestricted  by  etiquette,  are  not  slow  to  take  up 
and  push  novelties,  and  are  not  tied  down  to  an  official  tariff. 
There  are  two  druggists  to  every  pharmacist  throughout 
Europe.  The  best  article  in  the  European  section  is  the 
one  from  Austria.  The  writer,  Mr  Horsfield,  catches  the 
spirit  of  the  thing,  and,  going  back  to  May  21,  1518,  gives  a 
rapid  glance  from  then  till  now,  <howing  how  pharma- 
ceutical education  has  been  built  up  in  Austria,  and  how 
pharmacy  has  become  a  talented,  select,  and  protected 
craft.  There  is  a  glow  about  the  narration  which  just  serves 
to  throw  into  shadow  the  shackles  of  protection,  which  to 
the  Austrian  pharmacist  chiefly  means  inspection  and  sub- 
jection. "  Patent-medicine  men  do  not  become  millionaires 
in  Austria."  Why?  Because  a  proprietary  article  cannot 
be  purchased  there  without  a  physician's  prescription  unless 
it  has  been  designated  by  the  sanitary  authorities  as 
"harmless."  Of  course,  when  the  sanitary  authorities  get 
hold  of  anything  of  the  kind,  they  take  the  first  opportunity 
of  publishing  an  analysis  of  it,  and  telling  the  public  what 
it  is  worth.  U.S.A.  has  no  lessons  to  learn  from  Austria, 
nor  much  from  Germany,  except  that  the  conditions  of 
pharmaceutical  practice  there  are  a  shade  less  stringent 
than  in  Austria.  There  pharmacy-licences  become  negoti- 
able after  ten  years,  and  the  value  is  determined  by  the 
amount  of  gross  receipts  ;  thus,  one  which  shows  $6  000 
annual  for  seven  years  is  reckoned  to  be  worth  $42,000  — 
the  Cologne  Consul  says  so.  Germany  is  to  U.S.A.  of  most 
interest  from  the  chemical-production  point  of  view.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  exports  to  U.SA.  in  1897  : — 

From  Brunswick— -925,724  oz.  of  quinine  (§200,000)  and 
35,250  oz.  of  cocaine  (§75.C00t. 

From  Mannheim. — Atropine,  §2.884  ;  caffeine,  $24,035;  cocaine 
mur,  §108,096;  codeine,  §33.548;  codeine  sulph.,  §32,313; 
diuretin  Knoll,  §10,429:  quinine  sulphate,  §238,652 ;  salicylic  acid, 
§3,968 ;  santonin,  S2,240  :  thyroidin,  §135. 

From  Stettin.— Arsenic,  S12.195  ;  fusel  oil,  §15,044  ;  oil  of  bitter 
almonds,  §432  ;  oxalic  acid,  §1,888. 

The  Mannheim  Consul  states  that  one  chemical-factory 
near  the  city  produces  $2,500  Worth  of  carbolic  acid  daily, 
and,  referring  to  the  Badische  Anilin  [und  Soda  Fabrik,  says 
that  this  company  now  employ  5.003  men,  a  corps  of  112 
research-chemists,  and  produce  8,000  different  tints  and 
colours  in  artificial  dyes.  The  reports  show  that  there  is 
comparatively  a  great  sameness  in  the  conditions  of  pharmacy 
on  the  European  Continent,  Belgium  being  the  only  country 
which  approaches  Great  Britain  in  freedom  of  practice. 
Norway  is  almost  communistic  in  its  conduct  of  pharmacy, 
every  one  of  the  119  pharmacists  having  to  pay  an  annual 
tax  for  maintaining  the  Pharmaceutical  Institute  and  pro- 
viding for  apothekers'  widows.  Norway  shipped  in  1896  to 
the  U.S.  $1,193,200  worth  of  cod-liver  oil,  $10,300  of  iodine 
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and  $21,903  of  oxalic  acid.  The  Consuls  who  report  on 
Greai  Britain  let  us  oft"  cheaply.  The  Birmingham  man 
appears  to  have  been  taken  in  hand  by  Mr.  Charles  Thompson 
(the  exact  description  is  "  A  Leading  Chemist  in  Birming- 
ham, the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain "),  and  has  been  told  all  about  the  "  protect ed-list,'' 
how  desirable  it  is  that  the  Societies  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  should  combine  to  strengthen  the  drug- 
gist's position  in  relation  thereto ;  and  he  (the  leading 
chemist)  "hopes  for  an  international  agreement."  Mr. 
Halstead  was  admirably  coached,  and  speaks  out  well.  A  copy 
of  the  Anti- Cutting  Record  was  sent  to  the  Department  of 
State,  and  has  been  filed  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce, 
so  that  the  last  Red  Indian  may  know  how  we  English 
chemists  banded  ourselves  together  to  ward  off  the 
onslaughts  of  his  nineteenth-century  confrere.  Mr.  Howaid 
Fox,  of  Falmouth,  is  a  sanguine  person.  He  says,  "I  am  not 
aware  that  there  is  the  slightest  imitation  of  American  goods 
here.  Should  such  be  so,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  would  doubtless  quickly  deal  with  it."  Mr. 
Fox  should  be  made  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Society 
at  once.  Few  of  us  knew  that  our  great  Society  was  so 
eager  about  trade  interests  and  the  integrity  of  American 
goods.  Even  the  Nottingham  Consul,  rich  as  his  brief  report 
is  in  suggestion,  does  not  equal  Mr.  Fox's  brilliance  of 
imagination  when  he  says,  "There  are  no  department-stores 
here,  and  all  articles  in  the  line  named  (patents,  ice.)  are 
relegated  to  what  are  known  here  as  '  chemists'  shops.' '» 
This  does  not  take  us  half  through  the  report,  and  we  have 
not  yet  touched  Asia,  Australia,  Africa,  or  America:  but  we 
must  leave  these  for  another  occasior),  and  let  the  following 
hint  from  Dublin  speak  for  itself : — 

There  is  a  complaint  that  some  American  preparations  have 
been  largely  advertised  and  a  considerable  call  made  for  the 
goods,  and  the  retailer  stocked.  Then  the  advertising  ceased, 
demand  fell  off,  leaving  a  stock  on  hand  unsaleable.  This  is  men- 
tioned of  prominent  articles,  and  gives  the  retailer  cause  to 
hesitate  about  buying  our  goods.  Notwithstanding  this,  however, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  a  number  of  the  leading  dealers  that  if  they 
could  have  the  goods  direct,  instead  of  buying  through  Loudon  or 
Liverpool,  the  trade  could  be  increased. 


PULV.  RHEI  CO. 

To  the  discussion  in  our  correspondence  columns  regarding 
the  presence  of  magnesium  carbonate  in  Gregory's  powder 
Mr.  John  C.  Umney  now  adds  some  facts  from  laboratory 
experiments  which  throw  a  totally  different  light  on  the 
subject.  The  case  which  we  reported  on  August  27  is,  we 
understand,  to  be  followed  by  others  in  the  same  district. 
The  defendants  who  can  honestly  say  that  that  they  have 
made  their  pulv.  rhei  co.  with  calcined  magnesia  will  find 
in  Mr.  Umney's  paper  a  complete  defence.  The  powder 
absorbs  carbonic-acid  gas  from  the  air,  but  that  not  nearly 
so  rapidly  as  water,  which,  of  course,  by  the  calcination 
method  would  be  reckoned  into  magnesium  carbonate;  but, 
apart  from  that,  it  is  clearly  shown  |  that  under  the  best 
conditions  pulv.  rhei  co.  cannot  long  remain  a  mixture  of 
magnesium  oxide  with  vegetable  powders. 

BETTER   THAN  P.A.T.A. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Anti- Cutting  Record  explains  how 
it  is  possible  to  make  a  satisfactory  profit  out  of  the  sale 
of  Beecham's  pills.  He  says  "  a  typical  assorted  order 
amounting  to  51.  lis.  6i.,  purchased  direct,  will,  when  sold 
at  Mr.  Beecham's  newly-arranged  prices,  yield  a  net  profit 
of  10s.  I  manage  to  squeeze  over  10s.  profit  out  of  an 
outlay  of  only  11.  0s.  on  Beecham's  pills.  I  don't  have 
to  send  cash  with  order  either,  but  get  a  month's  credit 
from  a  wholesale  house."  And  this  is  how  he  does  it.  He 
cultivates  the  sale  of  Beecham's  pills  by  the  pennyworth 


among  a  working-class  population,  who  are  compelled  to  buy 
even  the  necessaries  of  life  in  as  small  quantities  at  a  time  as 
possible.  "  It  is  so  easy,"  he  remarks,  "  to  explain  that 
pills,  like  most  other  things,  deteriorate  by  long  keeping..' 
So  he  gives  four  Beecham's  pills  neatly  folded  in  a  bit- of 
white  demy  for  a  penny.  He  takes  them  from  a  2s.  9d. 
box,  which  costs  him  2s.  3hd.,  and  contains  169  pills,  show- 
ing a  profit  of  Is.  2ld.  on  each  box,  or  lO.v.  10\d.  on  nine. 

PUBLIC  OPINION  ON  POISON-LAW. 

According  to  the  leading  article  in  last  week's  Pharma- 
ceutical Journal  the  most  noteworthy  exponent  of  piblic 

opinion  on  the  poisons  question  is  the  Ruelian  Observer  ! 

At  least,  an  article  on  the  subject  which  lately  appeared  in 
the  R.O.  is  described  as  among  the  most  noteworthy  of  those 
which  have  appeared  in  the  public  presn.  Our  poet  en- 
deavours to  freely  paraphrase  our  contemporary's  editorial 
thoughts  if  not  his  words,  thus  : — 

In  the  far-away  days  ere  the  year  had  grown  old, 

When  the  Duke  had  swooped  down  like  a  wolf  on  our  fold, 

And  the  Peers  to  our  treasures  had  treacherously  crept 

While  we  and  our  leaders  all  peacefully  slept; 

It  was  then  we  awoke  in  horror  and  fear 

To  find  the  assassins  so  busy  and  near  ; 

Then  we  turned  in  our  terror  all  eager  to  see 

On  whose  side  the  Buchan  Observer  would  be., 

Oh,  weary  the  waiting  and  sad  the  suspense 

As  we  watched  for  some  glimmering  tokens  of  sense. 

Yes,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  had  drafted  their  views, 

And  the  Times,  and  the  Standard,  the  Post  and  the  NewSj 

Mr.  Smith,  Dr.  Tanner,  and  scores  of  M.P.'s 

All  spoke  words  of  comfort,  but  gave  us  no  ease. 

Their  opinions  were  nothing,  their  voices  unheard, 

For  the  Buchan  Observer  spake  never  a  word. 

So  days,  weeks,  and  months  even,  anxiously  passed, 

But  the  Buchan  Observer  has  spoken  at  last, 

And  we  scribes  who  must  write  and  have  nothing  to  say 

With  thankfulness  turn  to  its  columns  to-day  ; 

For  we  think  it  a  journalist's  duty  to  note 

The  voice  of  the  public,  its  organs  to  quote. 

And  when  we  its  drift  exactly  would  know 

To  the  Buchan  Observer  we  straightway  will  go. 

METRIC  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 
The  information  which  we  published  a  fortnight  ago  as 
to  the  London  County  Council  having  received  their  metric 
i-tandards  turns  out  to  be  "too  previous."  Mr.  C.  J.  Stewart, 
clerk  to  the  Council,  writes  to  us,  on  September  20,  as 
follows : — 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  the  Council  has  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  the  necessary 
standards  for  verifying  metric  weights  and  measures.  Metric 
standards  for  the  equipment  of  the  Council's  Weights  and 
Measures  Offices  have  been  ordered  of  the  manufacturers  for 
some  time,  but  they  have  had  to  wait  the  issue  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  instructions  as  to  the  patterns,  &c,  of  such  standards. 
These  instructions  have  only  recently  been  issued,  but  L  an- 
ticipate that  it  will  not  now  be  long  before  the  standards  are 
supplied. 

We  understand  that  the  standards  are  being  made  by 
Messrs.  De  Graves,  the  well-known  manufacturers  of  .scales 
and  weights.  Mr.  [H.  J.  Chaney,  C.B.,  cf  the  Standards 
Department,  writes  to  us  as  follows  : — 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  September  19,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  Standards  Department  are  prepared  to  verify  local 
standards  of  the  metric  system,  for  the  use  of  inspectors  of 
weights  and  measures  in  testing  the  metric  measures  of  capacity 
or  fluid  measures  used  by  chemists  and  pharmacists.  The 
Department  do  not,  however,  supply  such  standards  to  the  local 
authorities ;  and  any  application'  by  a' chemist  with  reference 
to  the  testing  of  metric  measures  might  be  made  to  the  local 
inspector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  district  in  which  the 
applicant  resides.   rfl1" 

Graduated  measures  of  the  following  denominations  can  be 
verified :— 1,000,  500,  2C0,  100,  50,  20,  10,  and  5  c.c.  or  millilitres. 

The  last  paragraph  is  particularly  interesting,  as  it  indicates 
that  the  millilitre  and  cubic;  centimetre  are  regarded  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  as  equivalent,  contrary  to  the  statement  ia 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 
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BAD  SPECTACLES. 

The  Medical  Press  should  really  get  a  pair  of  new  spec- 
tacles Those  it  wears  distort  its  vision  of  the  Spectacle- 
makera  Company's  object  in  granting  diplomas  to  vendors  of 
spectacles.  After  giving  a  wrong  twist  to  the  view  of  the 
Jewellers'  Association  on  the  matter,  the  31. P.  says:  "The 
whole  affair  is  a  sordid  trade- job  to  which  a  reputable  City 
Guild  ought  not  to  descend,  and  the  plea  put  forward  of 
protecting  the  public  or  of  holding  bona-fide  qualifying- 
examinations  is  a  mere  pretence."  The  logical  outcome  of 
the  Press's  position  is  that  when  a  person  needs  a  pair  of 
spectacles  he  must  go  to  an  ophthalmologist  to  be  measured 
for  them.  If  the  Press  goes  on  like  this  it  will  take  us  to 
Harley  Street  to  be  measured  for  trousers. 

LUNACY  IN  PHARMACY. 

The  Lunacy  Commissioners  have  in  a  recent  report  shown 
the  extent  to  which  madness  prevails  in  various  occupations 
which  provided  numbers  enough  to  reckon'upon.  Taking 
10.000  as  the  basis,  they  find  that  14  6  chemists  and  druggists 
become  insane,  and  that,  we  fancy,  may  be  taken  as|  the 
number  for  the  whole  trade,  reckoning  that  there  are  not 
much  more  than  10,000  chemists  and  druggists  in  business 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  proportion  is  about  the  same 
as  commercial  travellers  (14  1),  but  less  than  physicians  and 
surgeono,  of  whom  16  4  out  of  every  10  000  become  insane 
yearly.  The  highest  figure  on  the  list  is  38  1,  which  stands 
against  "  c<">stermongers  and  pedlars"  (women);  and  the 
lowest  3,  for  women-shoemakers ;  but  so  few  authors, 
editors,  reporters,  scavengers,  crossing-sweepers  and  persons 
of  rank  and  property  lose  their  senses  (some  in  this  list  have 
little  to  lose,  it  is  true)  that  the  Commissioners  say  the 
actual  numbers  are  too  small  to  reckon  out. 

MATCHES  WITHOUT  PHOSPHORUS. 

Some  time  ago  the  Belgian  Government  offered  a  sub- 
stantial prize  to  the  inventor  who  should  produce  i matches 
which  while  free  from  phosphorus  would  yet  strike  any- 
where. Iu  view  of  the  suffering  which  the  use  of  phosphorus 
entails  on  the  workpeople  making  the  matches,  it  is  a  relief 
to  hear  that  three  inventors  have  "faced  the  music."  Mr.  S. 
A.  Rosenthal  and  Dr.  S.  J.  von  Komoeki,  each  working 
separately,  have  perfected  a  match-paste  which  seems  to  be 
the  very  thing  we  have  all  been  wanting.  Their  process  is 
being  patented,  and  when  completed  will  be  made  public.  In 
the  meantime  an  independent  analysis  by  Johnson,  Matthey 
&  Co.,  Hatton  Garden,  assures  us  that  the  composition  is 
perfectly  free  from  yellow  phosphorus.  As  generally 
happens  iu  the  case  of  inventions,  several  persons 
succeed  in  solving  the  same  problem  simultaneously.  Mr. 
Herbert  Burrows  writes  to  the  Daily  Chronicle  to  claim 
credit  for  a  London  County  Council  employee,  Mr.  Cordes, 
whose  matches  may  shortly  be  expected  on  the  market.  Mr. 
Cordes  has  been  hampered  by  want  of  appliances  (he  has 
had  to  grind  up  his  composition  with  a  flat-iron),  but  by 
perseverance  is  said  to  have  turned  out  matches  perfectly 
non-poisonous,  and  quite  successful  in  other  ways.  If  these 
inventions  fulfil  all  the  expectations  their  announcement 
lias  raised  they  bid  fair  to  be  the  greatest  advance  in  match- 
making aiuce  the  days  when  Walker,  in  his  chemist's  shop 
at  Stocktou  on-Tees,  first  hit  upon  the  idea  of  the  present 
match 

HOS  PITAL-FUND  STAMPS. 

New  stamps  for  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Hospital  Fund  for 
the  year  1898  were  ready  on  September  20.  They  are 
of  the  face-value  of  Is.  (red),  2s.  6^.  (blue),  5,s  (dark 
green),  and  10s.  (green).  The  designs,  which  are  new,  have 
been  produced  by  Messrs.  De  la  Rue  &  Co.,  who  have 
presented  them  to  the  fund.  The  plates  have  been 
destroyed  after  printing  in  all  340  000  stamps,  which  it  is 
hoped  will  all  be  purchased  by  the  public  before  the  end  o- 


the  year.  Messrs.  Simpkin,  Marshall,  Hamilton,  Kent  &  Co. 
(Limited),  of  Stationers'  Hall  Court,  will  undertake  the 
distribution  of  the  stamps,  and  it  is  hoped  that  chemists  will 
again  interest  themselves  in  the  sale  of  both  stamps  and 
albums. 

THE  LATEST  FASHION. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  tells  us  that  women  have 
begun  to  scent  themselves  by  subcutaneous  injection  of  their 
favourite  perfumes.  We  are  surprised  ;  the  British  Medical 
Journal  does  not  seem  to  be.  It  says  "  the  custom  of  scenting 
the  breath  and  the  body  by  the  use  of  drugs  injected  under 
the  skin  is  by  no  means  new.  and  there  are  many  establish- 
ments in  Paris  and  elsewhere  which  exist  solely  for  this  pur- 
pose. .  .  .  We  have  seen  a  neat  little  outfit  consisting  of  a 
hypodermic  syringe  and  a  number  of  cannuhc,  obtained  from 
one  of  the  Paris  houses,  and  we  have  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  formulre  of  the  solutions  employed,  but  it  would 
serve  no  useful  purpose  to  make  them  public."  It  would, 
indeed;  we  should  like  to  have  them  for  our  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas."  Subcutaneous  scents  which  are  safe  are 
rare  things  indeed,  and  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  let  the 
drug-trade  (who  ultimately  are  called  upon  to  compound  such 
things)  know  what  they  are.  The  constitution  of  some 
perfumes  shows  that  they  are  likely  to  be  exceedingly  active 
physiologically. 

LONDON   COUNTY   COUNCIL  SEWAGE. 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  Main  Drainage  Committee 
of  the  London  County  Council  it  appears  that  in  the  twelve 
months  under  review  77,103,364  000  gals,  of  sewage  have 
been  treated  at  Barking  and  Crossness,  for  which  15,550  tons 
of  lime  and  3,914  tons  of  protosulphate  of  iron  were  used. 
By  way  of  experiment  no  chemicals  were  used  in  the  pre- 
cipitation of  the  sewage  at  the  Barking  outfall  for  a  period  of 
about  eleven  weeks,  and  a  similar  experiment  was  conducted 
at  the  Crossness  outfall  for  about  six  weeks.  The  sewage 
was  allowed  to  flow  through  the  precipitation-channels  in  the 
usual  way  without  any  lime  or  protosulphate  of  iron  having 
been  previously  added,  but  it  was  found  that  the  quantity  of 
suspended  matters  in  the  effluent  was  somewhat  greater,  and 
that  a  corresponding  reduction  took  place  in  the  quantity  of 
sludge  produced.  Reviewing  the  results  obtained  from  the 
experiments,  it  may  be  stated  generally  that  they  were  not 
sufficiently  favourable  to  justify  the  use  of  chemicals  being 
dispensed  with  altogether.  At  the  same  time,  having  regard 
to  the  possibility  of  purifying  the  sewage  by  biological  treat- 
ment, the  committee  had  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  proceed 
further  with  the  erection  of  the  new  liming-station  which  the 
Council  had  sanctioned  for  the  Barking  outfall.  Prior  to 
resuming  the  use  of  lime  at  the  Barking  outfall  they  thought 
it  desirable  to  give  directions  for  a  further  experiment  to  be 
made  by  mixing  only  protosulphate  of  iron  with  the  sewage, 
and  1  gr.  per  gal.  of  sewage  was  accordingly  added  for 
a  fortnight.  A  considerably  denser  sludge  was  thereby 
produced,  and  the  effect  on  the  quality  of  the  effluent  was 
distinct,  though  not  very  great.  A  slight  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  dissolved  organic  matter  in  the  effluent  was 
noticed,  but  the  albuminoid  ammonia  in  the  sewage  remained 
practically  unaltered  by  the  treatment.  Former  experiments 
had  shown  that  the  oxidisable  matters  in  solution  were 
reduced  to  a  greater  extent  by  4  per  cent,  than  when  lime 
was  used  alone. 


New  Wine  in  Old  Bottles  — An  old  complaint  in  Paris 
amongst  the  leading  manufacturers  of  liqueurs  is  that 
certain  unscrupulous  persons  make  a  practice  of  buying  up 
their  old  bottles  and  filling  them  with  a  liqueur  having  the 
same  appearance.  The  bottle  is  then  sealed  up  again  and 
sold  as  the  original  article.  A  manufacturer  of  quinine- 
wine,  having  found  the  same  fraud  was  being  adopted  with 
his  bottles,  promptly  prosecuted  one  of  the  offenders,  and 
obtained  500  .  (20O  damages. 
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[Extract  from  "Practical  Pharmacy,"  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas, 
F.C.S.    Published  by  Messrs.  J.  &  A.  Churchill,  12s.  6d.] 

THE  preparation  of  the  basis  for  B.P.  lamellre  is  as 
follows : — 

Transparent  gelatin  180  gr. 

Glycerin   15  minims 

Distilled  water    2  oz. 

Mix  the  glycerin  with  the  water,  allow  the  gelatin  to  scak 
in  the  mixture  till  softened,  then  dissolve  by  gentle  heat  and 
strain  through  muslin. 

In  the  preparation  of  lamellas  cocainys  (each  disc  of  which 
contains  Jg  gr.  of  cocaine  hydrochloride)  take  of — 

Basis  80  gr. 

Cocaine  hydrochloride     ...       ...    20  gr. 

Distilled  water       ...       ...       ...    20  minims. 

Dissolve  the  basis  by  application  of  gentle  heat,  and  mix. 
Spread  a  very  thin  coating  of  white  beeswax  (hard  paraffin 
will  not  answer)  over  a  piece  of  plate  glass  about  5  inches 
square.  Then  take  a  piece  of  thick  writing-paper  and  cut 
out  a  shape  as  for  a  plaster,  4  inches  square,  and  paste 
evenly  over  the  waxed  glass.  Next  place  the  glass  on  a 
level  slab  of  iron  heated  to  about  100°  F.  (38°  C),  and  when 
the  glass  has  attained  the  same  temperature  pour  on  the 
medicated  basis  and  spread  evenly  over  the  surface,  taking 
care  none  runs  over  the  edge  of  the  shape.  As  soon  as  the 
film  has  solidified  place  the  coated  glass  in  a  cardboard  box, 
to  keep  free  from  dust,  and  dry  at  a  temperature  not  ex- 
ceeding 100°  F.  for  fourteen  days,  when  the  film  should  be 
easily  detached  from  the  glass.  With  a  punch,  such  as 
shoemakers  use  to  punch  eyelet-holes,  cut  out  discs  of  ex- 
actly I  inch  diameter. 

Calculation  for  Above  — A  film  4  inches  square  (  =  16 
inches  in  area)  would  yield  784  square  discs,  the  sides  or 
each  square  being  I-  inch,  therefore  it  would  equally  yield 
784  circular  discs  of  \  inch  diameter;  but  as  by  the  latter 
method  of  cutting  there  would  be  considerable  loss  of  scrap, 
it  is  necessary  to  use  sufficient  medicament  for  998  (prac- 
tically 1,000)  discs.  Thus— 

The  film  =  16  square  inches. 

Each  disc  has  an  area  ^  square  inch. 

Therefore  784  discs  would  =  12f  square  inches,  and  allow- 
ance for  the  3S  square  inches  of  film  wasted,  which  is  equal 
to  214  discs  ='  in  all  998  (practically  1,000)  discs. 

Then,  as  practically  1,000  discs  are  required,  each  con- 
taining gg^o  gr-  of  atropine  sulphate,  x  1,000  =  4-  gr., 
or  20  minims  of  a  solution  1  gr.  in  100  minims. 

Lamella  Homatropinee. — Each  disc  contains  ji5  gr.  of 
homatropine  hydrobromide.    Take  of — 

Basis  80  gr. 

Homatropine  hydrobromide         ...    10  gr. 
Distilled  water    20  minims 

Warm  till  dissolved,  and  spread  a  film  having  an  area  of 
16  square  inches  ;  when  dry  divide  into  discs,  each  having  a 
diameter  of  1  inch. 

Lamella;  PhysoUigviina-. — Each  disc  contains  TU'—  gr.  of 
physostigmine  sulphate.    Take  of — 

Basis  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    80  gr. 

Solution  of  physostigmine  sulphate 

(5  grs.  in  100  minims)   20  minims 

Mix,  dissolve,  and  proceed  as  before. 

For  other  discs,  or  discs  of  other  strength,  calculate  that 
16  square  inches  of  film  (i.e.,  4  inches  square)  requue 
enough  medicament  for  1,000  discs,  although  only  784  may 
be  cut  from  it. 


Bee  and  Wasp  Stings. — If  the  sting  is  left  in  by  the 
insect  it  must  be  extracted  ;  then  a  little  diluted  liq.  am- 
monite or  the  cut  surface  of  an  onion  will  neutralise  the 
poison,  and  allay  the  pain  and  attendant  swelling.  From 
"  Diseases  and  Remedies,"  page  104  (price  2s.  6d. :  by  post 
2s.  9d.). 


It's  all  Greek  to  Him. 

The  following  was  copied  from  a  board  outside  an  oiisLop 
in  Ladbroke  Grove.  Notting  Hill: — "  Pnenazone;  the  house- 
wife's  treasure.  Washes  and  cleanses  everything."  Jsthis 
on  account  of  the  expiry  of  the  antipyrin  patent .'  asks  the 
correspondent  who  sends  the  item. 

A  Window-attraction. 

Messrs.  Lander  &  Smith,  of  Canterbury,  have  recently 
attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  by  exhibiting  in  their 
window  a  case  of  coloured  tubes,  fitted  each  with  a  platinum 
wire,  which  are  connected  with  an  electric  battery.  At 
night  a  strong  electric  current  is  turned  on,  which  keeps  the 
wire  at  white  heat,  and  shows  up  prettily  the  colours  pro- 
duced by  the  different  tubes. 

The  Spectacle-trade. 

A  neat  little  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Hints  on  Dcfecthc  Eye- 
sight," has  been  compiled  by  Mr.  H.  P.  Lovatt,  A.P.S., 
"qualified  optician  by  examination,"  manager  for  Mr.  H.  B. 
Pare,  chemist,  Todmorden.  It  very  briefly  deals  with  old 
sight,  short  sight,  and  long  sight,  and  recommends  those 
who  need  glasses  to  come  and  have  their  eyes  tested.  The 
pamphlet  is  good,  but  it  might  with  advantage  have  been 
much  more  lengthy  and  illustrated  by  diagrams.  People 
who  find  their  sight  going  like  to  know  all  about  it.  It 
would  be  well,  too,  in  such  a  pamphlet,  we  think,  to  quote 
exact  prices.  There  is  a  not  unfounded  dread  of  the 
spectacle-dealer,  and  expectant  purchasers  always  like  to 
know  what  it  may  cost  them  to  go  into  a  shop. 

We  have  also  received  a  copy  of  the  second  edition  of  a 
useful  little  book  entitled  "  Defective  Sight,"  by  Mr.  W.  .  D. 
Mason,  chemist,  of  Grimsby.  This,  too,  would  be  better  for 
some  illustrations,  but  the  descriptions  of  the  ordinary  defects 
of  vision  are  well  done. 

Chemists'  Window-displays. 

Mr.  Young,  of  Torquay,  sends  us  a  photograph  of  his  iatest 
shop-window  display,  with  the  following  description  :  — 

"  The  groundwork  is  virgin  cork  bark,  the  crevices  being 
filled  in  with  moss.  Here  and  there  are  rare  ferns  growing 
from  pots  concealed  by  cork  and  moss,  whilst  ivy  is  trailed 
across  to  take  off  the  stiffness.     In  the  centre  is  a  good 


fountain,  worked  from  the  main,  with  waste-pipe  leading  to 
drain.    In  the  basin  of  the  fountain  are  gold-fish,  whilst  the 
bottom  of  the  basin  is  covered  with  white  pebbles  and  shells. 
I  A  few  bouquets  of  bright  flowers  give  a  blight  effect.  At 
I  night  we  illuminate  the  window  with  fairy  lights.    In  and 
out  of  the  cork  are  placed  a  large  selection  of  fine  cut-glass 
bottles  filled  with  perfume,  and  tied  with  broad  yellow  and 
•  violet  ribbons." 
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flew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


"Ever  Ready  "  Sanitary  Cleansing  Fluid  Syndicate 
(Limited).— Capital  4.000?,  in  1/.  shares  Objects:  To 
acquire,  own  and  work  British  Patent  No.  1305  relating  to 
Messrs.  Bryan  and  Sharp's  invention  for  an  improved  wash- 
ing and  cleansing  fluid. 

Hen'ry  Bray  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  20,000/.,  in  5/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
Henry  Bray,  at  Masbrough.  Rotheihara  and  Mexborough,  and 
to  cany  on  the  business  of  grocers,  provision  merchants, 
butchers,  wine  and  spirit  merchants,  chemists,  druggists,  and 
general  store  keepers. 

Brown's  Ammonia  Company  (Limited). — Capital  3,000/. 
in  1/.  shares  (1,500  preference).  Objects :  To  acquire  the 
business  carried  on  by  John  T.  C.  Blackie,  at  2  Bedford 
Street,  Caorlton-on-Medlock,  Manchester,  as  "Brown  &  Co.," 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  ammonia  distillers,  dry- 
salters,  chemical  manufacturers,  commission  agents,  importers, 
brokers,  &c.  Registered  office,  2  Bedford  Street,  Chorlton-on- 
Medlock,  Manchester. 

"Venoha"  (Limited). — Capital  15,000/.,  in  10/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  soap,  glycerine  and 
perfumery  manufacturer  carried  on  by  Thomas  D.  Archer,  at 
the  Crown  Soap  Works,  Hull,  and  at  Liverpool,  and  to 
carry  on  the  said  business  and  that  of  wine  and  spirit 
merchants,  dealers  in  chemicals  and  drugs,  grease  and  oil 
merchants,  drysaltery  alkali  and  soda  merchants,  &c.  The 
first  directors  are  Thomas  D.  Archer  and  Orlando  J.  H. 
Davis. 


Lipton  (Limithd). — The  directors  have  decided  to  pay 
an  interim  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  at  the  rate  of 
10  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  past  half-year. 

Dr.  Tibbles'  Vi-Cocoa  (1898)  (Limited).— After  paying 
the  dividend  of  6  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares  to 
June  30,  the  directors  have  declared  an  interim  dividend  on 
the  ordinary  shares  for  the  past  half-year  at  the  rate  of 
10  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  Cash  Supply  Stores  (Limited).— This  company, 
which  trades  as  chemists  and  druggists  at  47,  49,  51  and 

,53, Crown  Street,  Halifax,  Hudderstield,  West  Vale,  Sowerby 
Bridge  and  Morecambe,  announces  the  issue  of  240  first 

.  mortgage  debentures  of  50/.,  each  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  4£  per  cent,  per  annum.  Of  the  12,000/.  proposed  to  be 
raised,  10,000/.  will  be  applied  for  purchasing  business 
premises,  and  the  balance  will  be  utilised  as  additional 
working  capital  for  the  extension  of  the  company's  business. 
Iii!  1896  and  1897  the  company  paid  5  per  cent,  on  its  share 
capital,  and  in  May  last  year  a  dividend  of  6  per  cent,  was 
paid.  ; 

The  '  Credit  Assurance  Guarantee  Corporation 
(Limited). — The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  company  was 
held  on  Ssptember  15.  Mr.  E.  J.  Smith,  of  Birmingham,  the 
chairman,  presided,  and  moved,  and  his  Honour  Judge 
Bompas,  Q.C.,  deputy-chairman,  seconded,  the  adoption  of 
the  Report  and  accounts.  It  appeared  that  a  net  profit  of 
l',Q95/.  wa9  the  result  of  the  year's  transactions.  The  objects 
of  this  company  are  interesting.  They  issue  policies  to  traders 
and  others  afier  stringent  inquiries,  and  on  accountants' 
certificates,  guaranteeing  the  insurer's  credit  up  to  a  fixed 
amount.  The  policy  may  be  used  with  one  creditor  or  with 
many  up  to  the  amount  specified.  The  scheme  is,  in  fact,  an 
attempt  to  finance  thoroughly  safe  people  at  moderate  rates 
ojf  interest.  The  security  of  the  company's  policies  is 
guaranteed  by  the  fact  that  only  11.  out  of  each  10/.  share 
Has  been  called  up.  The  actual  paid-up  capital  is  37,000/., 
which  therefore  represents  370,000'.  The  premiums  paid  in 
the  first  year  amounted  to  16,000/. 

:  Parke's  Drug  stores  (Limited). — In  the  report  for  the 
year  ending  June  30  last,  the  directors  state  that  they  have 
during  the  year  opened  new  stores  at  316  High  Road, 

,  Brondesbury ;  9  Woodgrange  Road,  Forest  Gate ;  and 
804  Holloway  Road.    They  have  also  acquired  leases  of 

r  premises  at  52  The  .Broadway,  Crouch  End,  and  11  Bank 
Buildings,  High  Street,  Harlesden.    When  these  are  ready 


the  company  will  own  twenty  retail-stores.  The  sales  at 
the  fifteen  branches  in  existence  on  the  date  of  the  last 
report  have  increased  by  upwards  of  4,000/.  After  allowing 
for  depreciation  of  leases  and  spending  601/.  on  repairs  and 
renewals,  a  net  balance  of  4,142/.  remains,  out  of  which  the 
dividend  on  the  preference  shares,  amounting  to  1.144/.,  and 
six  months'  interim  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  at  the 
rate  of  6  per  cent,  have  been  paid.  The  directors  now  place 
505/  to  fixture  depreciation  reserve-fund,  and  8C0Z.  to  the 
credit  of  general  reserve-fund,  and  recommend  that  a  final 
dividend  of  4.\  per  cent,  for  the  second  half  of  the  year  be 
paid,  free  ot  income-tax,  upon  the  ordinary  shares,  making 
per  cent,  for  the  year,  leaving  60/.  9s.  to  be  carried  for- 
ward to  next  account  The  reserve-funds  will  now  amount 
to  4,477/.  19s.  lid.  They  propose  that  the  5/.  preference- 
shares  be  divided  into  1Z.  shares,  and  they  announce  the 
issue  of  the  remaining  20,000/.  in  these  shares.  The  Star 
points  out  in  a  financial  criticism  that  though  this  company 
announce  a  dividend  making  7k  per  cent,  for  the  year, 
which  is  an  advance  on  previous  years,  it  is  yet  very  far 
short  of  the  estimates  of  the  prospectus  issued  in  July,  1894. 
At  that  time  the  vendor  owned  three  drug-stores,  at  Brixton, 
Clapham,  and  Peckham  respectively,  and  it  was  understood 
that  three  other  stores  were  either  recently  opened,  or  on 
the  point  of  being  added.  Messrs.  Cope  and  Dalgleish, 
chartered  accountants,  of  8  Old  Jewry,  certified  that  the 
three  stores  particularised  had  earned  net  profits  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  1,938/.  The  compiler  of  the  prospectus 
therefore  argued  that,  taking  an  average  of  only  600/.  each 
for  40  stores,  the  net  profit  of  the  company  would  be 
24,000/.,  and  allowing  for  management  he  showed  a  net 
profit  of  21,000/.,  which  would  pay  31  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary  shares.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  net  profits 
for  1896-7  were  2,369/.  in  respect  of  15  stores,  as  compared 
with  the  prospectus  statement  of  2,406£.  from  three  stores, 
so  that  it  must  be  assumed  that  12  of  the  15  stores  then  in 
existence  were  unproductive. 


personalities. 


Mr.  Wm.  Burns,  senior  bailie  of  Ayr,  the  first  favourite 
for  the  higher  honour,  is  a  chemist  in  Ayr. 

Mr.  H.  W.  J.  Ince,  who  disposed  of  his  Dudley  chemist 
and  druggist  business  to  Magor  (Limited),  has  become  the 
proprietor  of  an  hotel  in  Cornwell. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Allen,  assistant  with  Mr.  W.  Charrington 
LichSeld,  has  been  appointed  assistant  dispenser  at  the 
Birmingham  and  Midland  Eye  Hospital. 

Mr  W.  H.  Younghusband,  chemist,  Wigton,  and  son  of 
Mr.  William  Younghusband,  of  St.  Bees,  has  been  appointed 
organist  of  Wigton  parish  church,  at  a  salary  of  25/.  per 
annum. 

The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Van  Voorst,  scientific 
publisher,  formerly  of  Paternoster  Row,  shows  the  net  value 
of  the  deceased's  personal  estate  to  be  157,431/.  6s.  Id.,  and 
the  gross  value  165,645/.  3s.  Qd. 

A  Memorial  to  the  late  Professor  Maisch,  of  Philadelphia, 
has  been  instituted  by  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  was  long  Secretary.  It  is  to  be  a 
yearly  prize  of  $50  for  research-work  in  pharmacognosy. 

The  Worcestershire  County  Council  have  appointed 
Mr.  Cecil  Duncan,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  F.R  M.S.,  first  assistant  to 
the  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Lecturer  on  Bacteriology  at 
the  Royal  Agricultural  College,  Cirencester,  assistant  county 
analyst.    There  were  forty  applicants. 

Mr.  H.  Westbury  Preston  appeared  before  the  Hamp- 
stead  Bench  on  Wednesday  to  apply  for  a  certificate  under 
the  Vaccination  Act  as  "  a  conscientious  objector."  Sir 
Henry  Harben  and  Mr.  Alfred  Preston  (the  applicant's 
father)  were  the  Magist-ates,  but  the  latter  took  no  part  in 
the  discussion.  Sir  H.  Harben  refused  to  sign  a  certificate 
stating  that  the  Bench  were  satisfied  of  Mr.  Preston's  con- 
scientious objection,  but  agreed  to  declare  that  the  Bench 
had  no  reason  to  doubt  it.  Mr.  Westbury  Preston  had  to  be 
contented  with  this,  but  he  paid  his  2s.  for  the  certificate 
under  protest.    Mr.  H.  W.  Preston  is  a  city  solicitor. 
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IRevuews  ant)  Hitcrarv?  Botes. 


Practical  Organic  Chemistry  for  the  Elementary  and 
Advanced  Examinations  of  the  Science  and  Art  Depart? 
ment.  By  George  George,  F.C.S.  1\  x  4J.  (dive.) 
1*.  6d. 

This  book  is  one  of  the  Organised  Science  Series.  It 
contains  a  collection  of  tests  for  substances  in  the  South 
Kensington  syllabus,  with  tables  of  separations  and  for 
-examination  of  mixtures  of  organic  substances.  The 
■reactions  are  carefully  explained,  and  made  plain  by  means 
of  equations  where  required.  Many  Minor  students  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  of  this  book,  as  there  are  but  few  books 
available  in  which  so  many  tests  for  organic  substances  are 
brought  together  in  such  an  easy  form  for  practical 
workers. 

*  *  *  * 

A  Pocket  Dictionary  of  Hygiene.  By  C.  T.  Kingzett, 
F.I.C.,  and  D.  Homfeay,  B.Sc.  London,  1898.  (Bail- 
liere,  Tindall  ic  Cox.)  2s.  6d. 
This  is  a  small  pocket  dictionary,  intended  especially  for 
medical  and  sanitary  officers.  It  could  not  have  been  an 
-easy  task  to  write  a  book  of  real  use  to  sanitary  officers,  yet 
which  would  be  acceptable  to  the  more  highly  educated 
medical  officer  ;  but  the  authors  have  succeeded  well  in  this 
work.  The  "  Dictionary  "  contains  concise  particulars  of  all 
the  laws  bearing  upon  public  health,  and  each  kind  of 
premises,  circumstances,  or  diseases  with  which  these  laws 
deal  has  a  separate  entry.  The  definitions  of  terms  are 
good,  and  the  information  about  such  things  as  air,  bacteria, 
filters,  infection,  sewage,  vital  statistics,  &c,  should  be  clear 
to  the  sanitary  officer  and  acceptable  memoranda  to  the 
medical  officer.  We  notice  that  every  disease  of  a  con- 
tagious or  bacillary  nature,  and  every  substance  or  means 
used  as  antiseptic  or  disinfectant,  is  inserted  in  alphabetical 
order.  It  was,  perhaps,  not  possible  that  two  gentlemen  so 
closely  identified  with  well-known  disinfectants  could  have 
■omitted  frequent  reference  to  their  products ;  but  we 
observe  that  they  give  every  non-propiietary  disinfectant 
fair  play. 

*  *  * 

Pharmaceutical  Literature. — "  Precis  de  Pharmacie 
Chimique  "  is  the  title  of  a  work  by  MM.  Crolasand  Moreau, 
Professors  at  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  at 
Lyons.  It  is  intended  for  use  by  students,  but  will  also  be 
appreciated  by  pharmacists.  While  bearing  in  mind  that 
.almost  all  the  numerous  chemicals  used  in  pharmacy  are 
manufactured  in  large  quantities,  the  authors  indicate  the 
processes  by  which  such  chemicals  are  made.  They  also 
give  the  reactions,  characteristics,  properties,  and  means  of 
detecting  adulteration.  The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
mineral  and  organic  medicaments.  It  consists  of  650  pages, 
and  the  price  is  6f.  In  "  Les  Maladies  Evitables-'  Dr.  J.  B. 
Bailliere  treats  of  miciobian  diseases,  and  supports  modern 
hygiene.  Commencing  with  the  theory  that  the  germs  of 
maladies  can  only  exist  under  favourable  conditions,  he  goes 
on  to  show  the  necessity  of  giving  the  organism  the  means 
•of  resisting  them.  He  also  treats  of  the  various  means,  such 
as  air,  water,  food,  &c,  by -which  microbes  are  spread,  and 
■devotes  a  special  section  to  small-pox  and  rabies. 


infants'  tfoofcs. 


THE  la9t  bulletin  issued  from  the  Laboratory  of  the 
Canadian  Inland  Revenue  Department  deals  with  the 
■composition  of  infants'  and  invalids'  foods.  The  report  con- 
tains useful  hints,  derived  from  the  experience  of  the 
investigation,  on  the  analysis  of  such  substances,  and 
particulars  of  the  composition  of  foods  which  are  sold  in 
Canada.  Mr.  Thomas  Macfarlane,  the  Chief  Analyst,  pur- 
posely avoids  expressing  opinion  on  any  of  the  individual 
foods,  but  he  says  of  them,  as  a  whole,  "  it  may  very  well  be 
doubted  as  to  whether  any  of  the  articles  treated  of  in  this 
bulletin  can  be  properly  described  as  infants'  food=,  and 
whether  mothers'  milk  can  be  successfully  imitated."  The 


results  of  the  analyses  are  so  arranged  that  their  significance 
can  only  be  perceived  by  close  examination  on  the  part  of 
those  who  know  the  subject,  therefore  the  publication  of  the 
report  is  not  likely  to  enlighten  the  public  much.  The  follow- 
ing are  some  of  the  results  recorded  of  proprietary  foods 
which  are  familiar  in  this  country  : — 


Mois- 
ture 

Fat 

Albumi- 
noids 

Ash 

Starch, 
&c. 

Ridge's  

8-12 

0-48 

13-83 

0-53 

73-2 

Robinson's  barley 

9-41 

0-41 

7-46 

0-94 

78-66 

Horlick's 

2-55 

1-41 

14'CO 

3-57 

15-36 

Mellin's  

4-72 

0-30 

10-10 

3-50 

Nestle"  s  

2-18 

4-45 

10-72 

1-60 

3564 

Peptogenic 

0-80 

0-04 

1-13 

0-90 

Reid  &  Carnrick's 

5-69 

2-18 

16-60 

2-78 

34-54 

These  figures  do  not  entirely  explain  themselves,  as  the 
alcohol-soluble  sugars  are  not  reckoned  in.  On  this  point 
the  report  explains  that  "  the  foods  may  be  broadly  classified 
in  two  groups.  The  first  containing  those  which  are 
essentially  farinaceous,  as  containing  about  75  per  cent,  of 
starch ;  the  second  group  containing  the  more  decidedly 
saccharine  and  dextrinaceous  foods.  Peptogenic  milk 
powder  is  not  in  the  strict  sense  a  food.  Its  professed 
object  is  to  so  change  the  composition  of  cows'  milk  as  to 
render  this  comparable  to  human  milk.  This  it  seeks  to  do 
by  introducing  milk-sugar  and  small  quantities  of  albu- 
minoids. In  some  of  the  foods  the  percentage  of  albu- 
minoids is  so  high  as  to  indicate  the  separation  of  a  part  of 
the  starch  naturally  present,  and  the  addition  of  gluten  or 
other  proteid.  Two  of  these  foods  (Horlick's  malted  milk 
and  Mellin's  food)  are  largely  composed  of  malt-sugar  and 
other  extractive  matters  of  malt.  Most  of  these  foods  are 
highly  nutritive,  if  we  concede  the  digestibility  of  the  forms 
in  which  nutritive  material  is  present  in  them.  The  high 
prices  at  which  some  of  these  foods  are  sold  seem  altogether 
disproportionate  to  their  nutritive  value,  or  to  the  reasonable 
cost  of  manul'actuiing  them." 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  G.  D.  Roberts  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr. 
W.  H.  Mathew,  at  35  Fore  Street,  Saltash. 

Mr.  T.  Mackenzie,  Ph.C  ,  has  disposed  of  the  Glasgow 
and  West  of  Scotland  School  of  Pharmacy,  157  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow,  to  Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie,  Ph.C,  who  has  been  for 
some  time  co-principal. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Wilcock, "chemist  and  druggist,  of  110  Great 
Horton  Road,  Bradford,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr. 
Richard  Butler,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Drighlington. 
Mr.  Wilcock  is  entering  into  partnership  with  Mr.  J.  A. 
Mitchell,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  33  St.  Mary's  Road, 
Manningham,  Bradford. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Cobb,  chemist,  of  Northgate,  Halifax,  has 
purchased  the  retail-business  for  some  time  carried  on  by 
Councillor  W.  C.  Hebden,  and  he  entered  into  possession  on 
September  12.  He  proposes  to  shortly  transfer  his  business 
from  his  old  premises,  which  have  been  used  as  a  chemists 
shop  for  the  past  seventy  years.  Councillor  Hebden  served 
his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  B.  Wood,  chemist,  when  he  occu- 
pied Mr.  Cobb's  shop,  and  the  business  he  carried  on  in  the 
premises  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Cobb  has  been  in  existence 
for  thirty-eight  years. 


Mrs.  C. :  "  Doctor,  you  were  at  the  last  illness  of  my 
eldest  boy  1  "  Doctor  :  "  Yes."  Mrs.  C. :  "  You  also  tended 
professionally  my  first  husband,  who  died?"  Doctor: 
"Yes."  Mrs.  C. :  "Well,  my  second  husband  is  ill,  and  I 
would  like  you  to  see  him." — San  Francisco  Druggist. 
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Corrcsponfccncc. 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 

write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters,  with 
Notice  to  or  witltout  a  nom-de-plume,  must  be  authenti- 
dents8'>0n  cated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Elliman's  Embrocation. 

Sib, — We  write  to  inform  jou  that  it  is  absolutely  untrue 
that  the  child  Arthur  Roberts,  who  died  at  Bedford  on 
August  28  last,  was  "  poisoned  by  Elliman's,"  as  stated  in 
your  issue  of  September  10,  and  we  hold  you  responsible  for 
such  statement. 

Our  solicitors  are  in  communication  with  the  doctors  who 
attended  the  child,  and  we  shall  be  in  a  position  in  time  for 
your  issue  of  next  week  to  prove  to  your  readers  and  all  the 
world  that  the  child  did  not  swallow  our  embrocation  but 
some  other  preparation. 

Fortunately  the  doctor  who  first  attended  the  child  took 
possession  of  the  bottle,  whish  he  jstill  hoM=,  and  if  he  had 
been  called  as  a  witness  at  the  inquest  it  would  have  been 
immediately  seen  that  the  child  had  not  taken  Elliman's 
embrocation. 

It  appears  from  their  evidence  taken  at  the  inquest  that 
neither  of  the  parents  alleged,  or  even  suggested,  that  it  was 
Elliman's  embrocation.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Elliman's 
embrocation  contains  no  poison. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servants, 
Slough.  Elliman,  Sons  &  Co. 

Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  Election. 

Sir, — When  the  C.  ,f  D.  reaches  your  Irish  subscribers  this 
week  the  voting-papers  for  our  Council  election  will  have 
been  issued.  There  are  eleven  candidates  for  seven  seats. 
The  result  of  the  election  will  be  of  considerable  itteiest  to 
many,  as  the  issue  raised  is  a  very  important  one.  At  the 
Council-meeting  in  May  it  was  stated  "the  licentiates  were 
very  unfairly  dealt  with  at  the  last  election,''  and  "  that  if 
many  of  the  licentiates  had  got  their  papers  back  again  they 
would  have  voted  differently.''  Now,  Sir,  I  am  anxious  that 
there  should  be  a  definite  expression  of  opinion,  and  tha* 
there  should  be  no  misconception  this  year,  but  that  not  only 
the  licentiates,  but  also  the  registered  druggists  one  and  all, 
should  clearly  understand  the  issue  that  is  before  them,  and 
the  question  that  each  one  has  to  answer — viz  ,  Are  you  in 
favour  of  '•  company -pharmacy  "  or  not  !  If  they  are,  then 
by  all  means  vote  for  the  company-promoters ;  if  not,  then 
for  the  four  retiring  Councillors,  who  have  served  them 
faithfully  in  the  past,  and  who  have  never  attempted  to  sell 
their  rights ;  at  the  same  time  to  vote  for  Messrs.  Taite, 
Michie,  and  Brittain,  who  are  pledged  to  oppose  company- 
pharmacy  if  elected. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
September  21.  W.  F.  Wells,  jun. 

Gregory's  Powder. 
Sir, — Owing  to  recent  prosecutions  and  statements  a 
sample  of  Gregory's  powder  was  treated  with  acid  and  tound 
to  effervesce  briskly ;  the  oxides  of  magnesia  used  and 
obtained  from  a  leading  chemical-house  were  next  tried 
with  a  like  result,  and  it  is  evident  a  considerable  quantity 
of  carbonate  is  present  in  each  case.  I  enclose  caid  and 
beg  to  remain,  Yours  obediently, 

J.  ft.  L.    (43,11  ) 

Ext.  Belladonna  Liq. 
Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  Mr.  J.  P.  Catford,  in  last 
week's  issue,  offers  some  remaiks  on  my  suggested  process 
(<7.  2f  D.,  May  6;  for  the  preparation  of  this  galenical,  and 
from  what  he  there  says  I  cannot  but  think  that  he  bas 
not  quite  gTasped  the  details  of  the  process.  If  the  perco- 
late obtained  after  the  reserve  of  the  first  stronger  portion 


be  perfectly  bright,  and  be  freed  from  alcohol  by  carefu7 
distillation  and  evaporation  by  the  heat  of  the  water-bath, 
the  result  by  dissolving  this  product  in  the  reserved  portion 
and  making  up  to  the  required  volume  with  more  of  tho 
menstruum  is  a  perfectly  bright  liquid  extract,  without 
I  separation  of  resinous  matter.    I  am  quite  aware  that  a 
I  liquid  extract  produced  by  my  process  is  dark  in  colour,  but 
I  venture  to  say  that  if  carefully  prepared  the  colour  of  the 
\  product  is  certainly  not  more  than  half  as  dark  again  as, 
'  that  yielded  by  the  wasteful  process  of  the  1898    B  P. ; 
!  indeed,  not  darker  than  the  majority  of  liquid  extracts  as 
supplied  by  wholesale  houses.    My  original  intention  was  to 
offer  a  suitable  process  which  would  rectify  the  very  con- 
siderable loss  of  one-lifth  of  the  total  alkaloid  present  in 
the  drug  operated  upon,  and  I  fail  to  see  any  objection  to 
the  extra  colouring-matter  which  would  be  produced  by  my 
process.    Apart  from  my  experiments,  it  is  interesting  to- 
note  the  attention  this  subject  has  received,  and  that  there 
have  been  other  suitable  methods  for  overcoming  the  loss  I 
have  just  mentioned,  which  have  been  suggested  by  some  of 
our  most  able  pharmacists. 

Yours  faithfully. 
38  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  John  J.  Bryant. 

September  20. 

Acid  Sulph.  Dibit.  B.P. 

Sib, — As  I  have  often  had  hints  which  have  been  of  great 
usefulness  to  me  from  the  C.  A-  £>.,  may  I  repay,  in  part  at 
least,  by  saying  that  the  new  B  P.  directions  for  making 
acid,  sulph.  dil.  are  not  good  ?  There  we  have  directions  tc> 
add  water  to  sulphuric  acid  in  successive  small  quantities — 
the  very  way  to  insure  the  greatest  amount  of  heat.  A  method 
I  have  used  for  the  last  thirty  years  is :  Measure  water  and 
acid,  put  a  funnel  into  the  shop-bottle,  then,  with  acid  in  one- 
vessel  in  my  left  hand,  the  water  in  another  vessel  in  my 
right,  pour  down  either  side  of  the  funnel — no  shaking,  no 
stirring.  It  is  mixed  intimately,  instantly.  Tbe  heat  evolved 
is  only  enough  to  raise  the  temperature  of  the  mixture  18c 
to  20D  Fahrenheit.  This  was  tested  by  a  medical  friend  last- 
wepk.  Yours,  &c  , 

122  Lordship  Lane,  East  Dulwich.  G.  E.  Burt. 

A  Patent-medicine  Man's  Epitaph. 

Sib. — I  was  lately  somewhat  amused  at  seeing,  on  the 
wall  of  the  Parish  Church  at  Godalming,  a  tablet  with  the.- 
following  inscription  :  — 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 
Nathaniel    Godboi.d,  Esq., 
Inventor  and  proprietor  of  that  excellent  medicine' 
The  Vegetable  Balsam 
For  the  cure  of  consumption  and  asthma. 
He  departed  this  life  on  the  17th  December,  1799. 
Aged  69  vears. 


Hie  cineres  ubique  fama. 

I  do  not  suppose  that,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  a  hundred1 
years,  there  is  much  demand  for  his  excellent  medicine, 
though  I  notice  it  is  still  quoted  in  the  patent-medicine- 
lists.  Joseph  T.  Pbeston. 

Finchley,  September  19. 

Division  of  the  Minor  Examination. 

SiB, — I  am  glad  to  see  a  division  of  the  Minor  examina 
tion  is  expected,  and  feel  sure  it  will  be  appreciated  by  the 
students,  and  result  in  the  subjects  being  done  morc- 
thoroughly. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  that  the 
public  may  be  protected,  but  going  on  as  it  is  the  Society  i?- 
defeating  its  own  object,  as  the  result  will  be  that  drug- 
stores will  be  opened  by  unqualified  men.  Even  apart 
from  poisonous  preparations,  it  is  surely  for  the  public 
interest  that  the  B.P.  preparations  and  surgeons'  prescrip- 
tions not  containing  a  poit on  should  be  properly  made;  but 
anyone  may  do  this,  and  will  do  it  now  that,  the  Minor  is- 
getting  too  much  for  the  benefits  resulting  fiom  it.  If  it 
were  divided  men  would  undeitake  it  more  willingly,  andi 
each  sutiiect  would  be  done  thoroughly.       Yours  truly. 

Justice.  (36/46.), 


September  24,  1898 
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Free-stamp  Trading. 

Sir, — The  members  of  this  Federation  have  had  under 
their  consideration  the  system  which  is  now  being  vigorously 
pushed  amongst  retail  traders  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
known  as  "  Free-stamp  Trading."  The  inquiries  made  by 
the  members  of  this  Federation  show  that  this  form  of 
giving  presents  has  been  tried  in  the  United  States,  and  has 
there  proved  to  be  most  destructive  of  the  oidinary  and 
proper  methods  of  conducting  bu-iness. 

The  system  may  be  briefly  described  as  follows: — The 
company's  agents  go  into  a  town  and  canvass  the  traders  in 
different  districts  to  take  up  their  system  of  trading  ;  they 
open  a  shop  or  store,  where  they  keep  a  number  of  miscel- 
laneous goods,  varying  from  guitars  to  cheap  copies  of  works 
of  well-known  authors  in  which  the  copyright  has  expired, 
and  these  are  offered  to  the  persons  who  use  stamps  as  pre- 
sents. The  trader  is  invited  to  buy  the  stamps  from  the 
company,  who  supply  him  also  with  books.  The  trader  then 
gives  a  stamp  to  each  purchaser  of  sixpence  or  a  shilling's 
worth  of  goods,  and  the  purchaser  sticks  the  stamps  so 
obtained  into  a  book ;  when  his  book  is  filled  he  goes  to 
the  shop  of  the  company  and  selects  from  the  goods  there 
the  article  which  he  would  like.  The  company  print  the 
names  of  the  traders  who  do  this  kind  of  business  in  their 
book,  and,  in  addition,  send  male  and  female  canvassers 
around  the  district  urging  people  to  buy  at  the  shop  of  the 
free-stamp  trader.  On  the  face  of  it  the  proposal  looks 
somewhat  interesting,  especially  as  the  trader  is  assured 
that  if  he  will  take  up  the  system  he  will  be  the  only  trader 
in  his  district  to  whom  the  agency  is  given.  Presently,  how- 
ever, the  trader  finds  that  either  the  company  he  is  doing 
with,  or  some  lival  concern,  gives  another  member  of  the 
same  trade  the  agency  for  these  stamps,  and  very  shortly 
your  readers  will  quite  understand  friction  arises,  and  a  great 
deal  of  annoyance  is  experienced.  Some  members  of  our 
trade  who  commenced  with  the  system  have  been  only  too 
glad  to  give  it  up ;  when  they  desired  to  do  so  they  found 
they  had  unwittingly  signed  a  stringently-drawn  legal 
agreement,  and  had  in  consequence  to  pay  a  penalty  for 
giving  up  the  system.  Then,  too,  the  customers  do  not  I 
express  that  satisfaction  with  their  presents  that  the  trader 
might  expect,  whilst  the  poor  trader  finds  himself  harassed 
by  customers  who  take  long  credit,  who  want  stamps,  and 
who  expect  to  be  treated  upon  the  same  basis  as  those  who 
pay  cash. 

Practically,  the  system  means  that  the  trader  pays  about 
6  per  cent,  of  his  turnover  to  his  customers.  Of  course,  if 
he  does  not  increase  the  number  of  his  customers  he  is  thus 
adding  6  per  cent,  to  his  expenses.  The  members  of  this 
Federation  have  pretty  generally  opposed  the  system 
throughout  the  country;  and  in  the  case  of  some  of  those 
outside  this  Federation,  who  have  been  persuaded  to  take 
the  system  up,  their  experience  has  been  such  that  they  are 
forming  themselves  into  anti  stamp  associations,  to  defend 
their  members  against  probable  litigation. 

We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  intruding  thus  upon  your  space 
to  call  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  matter  through 
your  columns,  in  order  that  they  may  avoid  the  unpleasant 
experiences  in  which  other  traders  have  in  an  unguarded 
moment  involved  themselves. 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  Cobbett  Jaevis,  Chairman. 
Arthur  J.  Giles,  Secretary 
Federation  of  Grocers'  Associations  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 
49  and  51  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C.,  September  14. 

An  Ethical  Question. 

Sib, — "Subscriber  "  raises  a  point  on  which  there  can  be 
no  two  opinions. 

All  members  of  our  honourable  profession  should  decline 
"  to  hold  a  candle  to  the  devil"  by  supplying  narcotics,  such 
as  morphia,  &c,  when  they  are  abused  by  either  members  of 
the  medical  profession  or  the  laity.  On  commencing  busi- 
ness, not  being  blessed  with  too  much  of  this  world's  goods, 
I  had  to  determine  this  question,  which  entailed  a  con- 
siderable financial  loss,  as  there  happened  to  be  several 
"morphia"  customers  (including  a  medical  man)  amongst 
my  predecessor's  clientele.  Some  of  these  morphia-maniacs 
have  since  died,  others  procure  their  supplies  through  various 


channels.  Now  to  point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  tale.  The 
!  customer  who  most  resented  my  refusal  to  repeat  a  morphia 
prescription,  without  a  doctor's  endorsement,  has  recom- 
mended me  on  all  sides.  After  losing  him  for  a  period  of 
twelve  months,  he  one  day  walked  into  my  shop  and  said, 
"I  have  a  sneaking  regard  for  you.  You  were  the  means 
of  breaking  me  of  a  habit  seldom  cured."'  Of  course,  one 
cannot  always  point  to  such  a  direct  indication  as  to  which 
alternative  to  adopt.  I  have  discussed  the  question  from  a 
mercenary  point  of  view  ;  on  moral  grounds  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  Yours  truly, 

R.  B.  (43/2.) 

Sir, — I  fail  to  see  "Subscriber's"  (36/15)  difficulty. 
What  right  has  he  to  dictate  to  another  his  line  of  conduct  ? 
None  whatever  !  When  selling  an  ounce  of  laudanum  to  a 
customer,  addicted  to  the  habit,  is  it  his  invariable  custom  to 
remonstrate,  or  even  to  go  so  far  as  to  refuse  to  supply  ?  I 
trow  not ;  yet  they  are  parallel  cases. 

A  chemist  and  druggist  in  business  regularly  procures 
from  me  morphia  in  g-dr.  quantities.  I  have  good  reasons 
to  believe  that  he  has  this  for  his  own  use,  but  should  I  be 
justified  in  refusing  to  supply,  even  though  it  is  forjhimself  ? 
Further,  what  good  should  I  do  by  so  refusing  ?  Others 
would  supply  if  I  did  not.  Obviously  "  Subscriber's " 
customer  is  not  an  "  infant."  I  also  presume  he  is  not  an 
imbecile.    "  Ergo,  quid  obstat  1 " 

Yours  faithfully, 

MoarHEUs.  (40/20.) 

Ol.  Lavand.  Exot. 

Sir, — The  letter  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  which  appeared  in 
your  issue  of  September  3  is  valuable  and  interesting,  and  I 
should  have  replied  to  it  before,  but  have  been  waiting  to 
hear  from  the  distiller  whose  words  I  quoted.  I  have  just 
heard  from  him,  but  he  does  not  give  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  his  former  statement,  which,  I  think,  can  only  be 
accounted  for  by  the  use  of  a  different  standard.  Mr. 
Umney  suggests  that  I  should  give  results  of  my  own  experi- 
ments. 

I  append,  therefore,  the  results  of  the  application  of  the 
Pharmacopceial  tests  to  nine  samples  of  ol.  lavand.  exot. : — 


Solubility  in  Official 

No. 

Sp.  Gr.  at  60°  F. 

Proportion  of  Alcohol 

(70  per  cent.) 

1 

•886 

Soluble 

2 

■880 

Insoluble 

3 

•883 

Insoluble 

4 

•885 

Soluble 

5 

■887 

Soluble 

6 

■885 

Soluble 

7 

■900 

Insoluble 

8 

•905 

Soluble 

9 

•883 

Insoluble 

From  these  results  it  will  be  seen  that  nearly  half  the 
samples  did  not  conform  to  the  B  P.  standard,  and,  although 
I  must  acknowledge  that  my  statement  at  the  Conference 
was  too  sweeping,  it  behoves  pharmacists  to  carefully 
examine  their  oil  of  lavender  to  see  if  it  is  in  accordance 
with  the  official  requirements. 

Yours  faithfully. 

Exeter,  September  21.  H.  Wippell  Gadd. 


Dispensing-  Notes. 

This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing 
difficulties.  Subscribers  and  their  employes  may  contribute 
to  it,  criticising  any  of  the  following  notes  or  contributing 
notes  on  prescriptions  which  they  have  found  to  be  of 
unusual  interest. 


Borax  and  Mucilage  Mixture. 

Sib, — "  Pharmacist "  in  this  week's  number  has  hit  the 
nail  on  the  head.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  dilution.  I,  in 
common  with  other  readers,  have  had  no  difficulty  in  getting 
a  mixture  which  is  perfectly  fit  for  administration.  Id 
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seemed  to  me  that,  having  done  so  with  the  mixture  as  a 
whole,  it  would  be  useful  to  try  a  few  experiments  to  deter- 
mine which  part  of  it  was  responsible  for  the  trouble,  and 
so  eliminate  side-issues — that  is,  to  see,  first,  whether  the 
presence  of  the  bromide  or  liquid  extract  interfered  or 
helped.  I  did  not  find  this  to  be  so.  I  then  made  a  strong 
solution  of  borax,  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Martindale,  and 
added  portions  of  it  to  corresponding  proportions  of  fresh 
mucilage  diluted  in  different  degrees  with  water.  I  found 
that,  if  such  a  solution  were  added  to  mucilage  diluted  with 
an  equal  part  of  water,  a  jelly  resulted.  If  the  mucilage 
were  diluted  with  1|  times  as  much  water,  and  the  borax  solu- 
tion added,  a  mucilaginous  but  comparatively  limpid  liquid 
was  formed.  With  twice  as  much  water,  the  resulting  mix- 
ture was  more  fluid,  and  so  on.  Experiments  with  a  cold 
saturated  solution  of  borax  in  the  same  way  gave  identical 
results.  As  it  was  possible  to  first  dilute  the  mucilage  with 
three  times  its  volume  of  fluid  before  adding  the  borax 
solution,  like  Mr.  Martindale  did,  it  follows  that  a  perfectly 
limpid  mixture  should  result,  and  this  accords  with  the 
experience  of  many  of  your  correspondents.  I  would  like  to 
add  that  it  seems  to  me  a  pity  that  so  many  are  led  by  what 
other  people  say  on  such  matters  as  these.  "  Pharmacist "  is 
right  when  he  says  that  it  is  experience,  and  not  text-books, 
which  should  guide  us.  If  people  would  only  try,  instead 
of  read,  it  would  be  much  more  educating.  The  text-books 
say  that  solution  of  borax  gelatinises  mucilage.  But  they 
■do  not  say  that  a  diluted  mucilage  is  gelatinised,  and  it  is 
therefore  necessary  to  determine  where  the  thing  ends.  An 
appeal  to  other  men  with  leading  names  is  quite  irrelevant. 
A  man  is  only  an  authority  on  something  he  has  tried.  Mr. 
Martindale  confesses  that  he  was  doubtful  on  the  point, 
which  is  another  way  of  saying  he  has  not  had  occasion  to 
try  it.  On  that  point,  therefore,  he  is  no  more  an  authority 
than  anyone  else,  and  he  would  be  the  first  to  say  so.  I 
might  add,  by  the  way,  that  if  his  assistant  had  added  the 
solution  of  borax  to  the  diluted  mucilage  all  at  once,  he 
would  have  got  the  same  result  as  he  did  by  adding  by  degrees 
and  shaking,  and  that  proves  that  the  essential  point  is 
the  dilution  of  the  mucilage. 

Yours  faithfully, 
76  Kensington  Park  Koad,  W.         Heebeet  Roberts. 

Sie, — I  have  tried  various  ways  of  dispensing  the  borax 
and  mucilage  mixture,  and  send  my  latest  result.  It  is  im- 
possible to  get  the  mixture  perfectly  clear,  as  the  quantity 
of  borax  is  greater  than  can  be  held  in  solution.  My  modus 
operandi  was  as  follows  (perfectly  fresh  mucilage  being 
used)  : — Mix  all  the  liquid  ingredients  together,  leaving  only 
sufficient  room  in  the  bottle  for  the  salts.  Rub  together  the 
salts  so  as  to  free  them  from  little  lumps,  and  put  into  the 
bottle,  at  once  giving  a  good  shake,  afterwards  shaking 
occasionally.  A  clear  mixture  results,  except  for  a  small 
quantity  of  undissolved  borax.  A  gentle  heat  dissolves  this, 
but  it  will  crystallise  out  again,  as  you  see. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Egremont,  September  20.  W.  Kennerley. 

[In  the  4-oz.  mixture  there  is  a  crust  of  crystals  at  the 
bottom,  and  less  on  the  sides. — Ed.,  C.  4*  -#•] 

Sie, — If  not  too  late,  may  I  be  allowed  to  give  my 
opinion  concerning  the  "  incompatible  mixture,"  about  which 
there  has  been  so  much  correspondence  ?  When  I  first  saw 
the  prescription  I  was  on  duty,  with  nothing  to  do,  on  a 
Sunday  evening,  and,  being  sceptical  as  to  its  incompati- 
bility, I  made  the  mixture — and,  as  I  expected,  made  a 
presentable  mixture — by  simply  diluting  the  mucilage  as 
much  as  possible.  Of  course,  I  should  dispense  the  mixture 
with  a  "shake"  label,  for  it  should  not  be  clear.  Mr. 
Martindale's  expert  assistants  may  have  made  a  clear  mix- 
ture by  the  aid  of  heat,  but  why  does  not  the  borax  crystal- 
lise out? 

The  solubility  of  borax  in  water  is  given  by  the  B  P.  as 
1  in  25 ;  how  could  8  oz.  of  water  with  another  salt  and  an 
incompatible  keep  ~,iij.  tf  borax  in  solution?  Surely  Mr. 
Martindale  does  not  think  the  prescriber's  intention  was  to 
give  a  chemical  compound  formed  by  the  mucilage  and 
borax. 

I  do  not  wish  to  set  myself  up  as  an  authority,  but  I  have 
had  some  years'  dispensing  experience  in  one  of  the  best 
West-end  houses,  and   I  agree  with  your  correspondent 


"Pharmacist,  Southsea"  that  "experience,  and  not  text- 
books, makes  a  competent  dispenser." 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Cyclist.  (39/45.) 

Friar's  Balsam  in  Acid  Mixture. 

Sie, — I  had  the  following  to  dispense  the  other  day.  Is 

it  possible  to  dispense  without  the  benzoin  being  thrown 
out?— 

Pot.  chlor   gr.  160 

Acid.  nit.  mar.  dil   vy  160 

Quin.  sulph   <;r.  35 

Spt.  chlorof.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Vin.  ipecac   x\\  20 

Tr.  benz.  co   5vss. 

Liq.  strychnin.    5ss. 

Aq.  ad   Bviij. 

Newcastle.    (38/44 ) 

[No.] 


Legal  Queries. 

We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found 
in  Thk  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby,  and  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's 
"  Handy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


39/47.  J.  J.  M.— Patents  are  granted  at  the  Patent  Office 
Southampton  Buildings,  Holborn,  but  you  can  get  forms  and 
pay  fees  at  any  money  order  office.  Four  pounds  pays  for 
the  first  four  years.  See  Diaby  for  full  details.  A 
patented  medicine  would  require  a  medicine  stamp  in  Great 
Britain,  but  not  in  Ireland.  We  may  tell  you  that  in  all 
probability  patenting  the  medicine  would  be  merely  throwing 
money  away.  Your  American  friend  probably  thinks  that 
all  so-called  patent  medicines  are  patented,  which  is  not  the 
case. 

41/12.  Advice. — Your  statement  seems  to  be  strictly  and 
grammatically  true ;  but  if  a  jury  should  think,  as  they  might, 
that  it  was  published  with  the  express  object  and  intention 
of  injuring  your  rival,  they  might  find  against  you.  We 
should  advise  you  to  withdraw  it. 

40/70.  Legibus. — If  an  unqualified  man  carries  on  a  bona 
fide  wholesale  drug-business  simply  he  will  not  be  inter- 
fered with  for  calling  himself  wholesale  druggist.  Bat  if 
under  cover  of  that  title,  or  that  of  wholesale  chemist, 
he  carries  on  a  retail  chemist's  business  he  may  probably  and 
properly  be  sued  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

39/51.  T.  L.  D.  has  a  ground-floor  lock-up  shop,  and  he 
asks  if  the  owner  of  rooms  above  him  in  carrying  out  im- 
provements can  place  scaffolding  on  the  pavement  in  front 
of  the  shop,  thereby  injuring  his  business? 

[If  what  is  being  done  amounts  to  a  nuisance  the  owner 
of  the  shop  is  entitled  to  obtain  an  injunction  and  also 
damages.  Where,  however,  the  injury  is  only  temporary, 
the  Court  will  not  as  a  rule  grant  an  injunction.  Wc  should 
think  the  best  plan  would  be  to  write  to  the  party  who  is 
building,  and  ask  him  to  put  his  scaffolding  in  such  a  way 
as  not  to  interfere  with  the  business.  This  will  place  you  in 
a  better  position  in  case  you  have  to  take  proceedings 
eventually.] 

41/5.  Unlimited. — A  company  "  limited  by  guarantee ' 
can  be  registered  much  more  cheaply  than  one  which  is 
limited  by  shares.  The  stamp-duties  and  fees  payable  on 
registering  a  company  limited  by  shares  with  a  capital  of 
10,000/.  amounts  to  17/.  15s.  ;  the  same  company  with  not 
more  than  twenty  members,  and  not  having  its  capital 
divided  into  shares,  can  be  registered  as  limited  by  guarantee 
for  31. 15s.  This  system  is  only  applicable  where  the  holding 
of  every  member  is  equal. 

42/13.  Lex. — We  cannot  print  your  letter.  There  is  no 
possibility  of  passing  any  such  measure  as  the  one  you  pro- 
pose, so  that  it  could  only  be  waste  of  space  to  discuss  your 
proposal  to  send  to  prison  anyone  who  for  the  third  time 
"dispensed  any  drugs,  medicines,  &c." 
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Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  subject) 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.    When  more  than  one 
queni  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  0/ 

Notice  tO  1.         1171  , 

Guerlsts  Paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 
'  full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  oj 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 


33/17.  Nitrate. — You  will  find  the  report  of  Sir  William 
Crookes's  address  in  the  Times  of  September  8 — price  3d. 

35/11.  Mentha, — Threadworms. — You  should  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  food  which  your  child  eats.  Let  it 
be  as  simple  as  possible  and  not  too  varied.  Oats  (oatmeal 
or  rolled  oats)  as  porridge,  well  salted  and  without  sugar, 
should  be  included  in  the  morning  and  evening  meals,  and 
rice  and  similar  puddings,  but  no  pastry  or  butter,  in  the 
midday  meal.  Any  milk  used  for  drinking  should  have  1  oz. 
of  lime-water  added  to  each  draught.  Santonin  is  unques- 
tionably the  best  remedy,  but  it  frequently  seems  to  fail, 
because  no  precautionary  conditions  are  adopted,  and  it  may 
not  be  administered  in  the  proper  way.  A  child  of  2\  years 
should  have  one  of  the  following  powders  every  other 
night : — 

Hydrarg.  e.  creta   £r,vj\ 

Sodas  bicarbonat  gr.  viij. 

M,  et  divide  in  pulv.  vj. 
Then  twice  a  week  give  one  of  the  following  powders  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  or  so  before  supper  : — 

Santonini   gr.  viij. 

Pulv.  rhei   gr.  xij. 

Sodas  bicarb  gr.  vj. 

M.  et  divide  in  pulv.  vj. 
It  is  imperative  that  this  powder  be  given  when  the  stomach 
is  empty,  otherwise  the  santonin  has  little  chance  of  acting 
when  it  reaches  the  intestines.  These  powders  may  be  made 
into  a  syrup  with  §  oz.  each  of  peppermint- water  and  syrup, 
when  the  dose  will  be  a  domestic  teaspoonf  ul.  The  santonin 
may  be  reduced  to  an  even,  but  not  impalpable,  powder.  For 
further  information  about  threadworms  you  might  consult 
"  Diseases  and  Remedies,"  pages  182-184. 

34/58.    B.  C— Gold-bath  for  Electroplating  :— 

Chloride  of  gold    \  oz. 

Solution  of  ammonia    a  sufficiency 

Cyanide  of  potassium        ...       ...  h  oz. 

Water   a  sufficiency 

Dissolve  the  chloride  in  16  oz.  of  water,  and  add  ammonia 
solution  cautiously,  stirring  all  the  time,  until  a  precipitate  ceases 
to  form.  Collect  and  wash  the  precipitate,  transfer  to  a  porcelain 
•dish,  add  24  oz.  of  water,  and  a  solution  of  the  cyanide  in  8  oz.  of 
water.  Warm  the  solution  until  it  ceases  to  give  off  ammoniacal 
vapour,  and  when  cold  make  up  to  32  oz.  with  water. 

This  solution,  diluted  with  three  times  its  volume  of  water, 
is  to  be  used  at  160°  to  165°  F. 

31/25.  W.  J.  writes  : — "  It  is  stated  that  thallium  acetate 
used  internally  produces  baldness.  Does  anyone  know  if  it 
■can  be  used  outwardly  as  a  depilatory  in  form  of  an  oint- 
ment with  safety — i.e.,  without  any  fear  that  baldness  in 
other  parts  would  ensue — and,  if  so,  what  directions  should 
be  followed  1 "  [The  original  observation  appears  to  refer  to 
thalline  acetate;  at  all  events,  it  was  not  the  acetate  of  the 
metal  thallium.  The  paragraph  about  the  matter  has  gone 
round  the  Press,  but  there  has  been  no  corroboration  what- 
ever of  the  observation,  which,  we  may  note,  was  derived 
from  one  case  solely,  and  the  falling-off  of  the  hair  may 
have  been  due  to  some  constitutional  disturbance  other 
than  physic.  If  the  contrary  was  the  case,  then  we  do  not 
think  that  a  local  application  would  confine  the  action  of 
the  substance  to  that  spot.  We  take  it  that  every  part  of 
the  body  became  denuded  of  hair  after  the  physic  got  into 
the  stomach.  That  indicates  action  on  the  nerve-centres 
generally.] 

33/74.  Quispeh —  Nursery  Hair-wash. —  An  aqueous 
infusion  of  stavesacre  contains  practically  none  of  the 


active  principle  of  the  seed,  because  it  requires  acid  or 
spirit  to  extract  the  delphinine.  That  is  why  the  Edin- 
burgh Infirmary  preparation  (quoted  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  page  91)  is  made  with  acetic  acid.  You  may 
substitute  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  for  the  acetic  acid,  of 
course  in  smaller  proportion,  as  in  the  following  formula : — 


Stavesacre-seed,  bruised  ...       ...  §iv. 

Dilute  hydrochloric  acid    5iss. 

Glycerin        ...       ...  ...       ...  5ij. 

Boiling  water...       ...  ...       ...  3x. 

Infuse  for  six  hours,  then  cool  and  add— 

Rectified  spirit        ...  ...       ...  ?>iij. 

Salicylic  acid...       ...  ...       ...  ,7)iss. 

Eau  de  Cologne       ...  ...       ...  ?,j. 

Water  ...       ...       ...  ...       ...  §xxx. 


Macerate  three  days  and  filter. 
This  is  an  efficient  remedy  for  pediculi. 

37/18.  Mint. — Mr.  J.  C.  Umney's  papers  on  oil  of  pepper- 
mint were  published  in  the  C.  <$•  D.  on  February  15,  1896, 
page  250,  and  August  1,  1896,  page  199. 

39/23.  Pholio.—'We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  prepara- 
tion you  mention. 

39/65.  Tma.r. — The  Sanitas  Company  sell,  we  believe,  an 
automatic  diffusing-apparatus  for  disinfectants.  Write  and 
ask  them. 

40/70.  Legibus. — We  give  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  " 
some  recipes  for  marking-inks,  not  requiring  heat,  which  are 
too  long  to  repeat  here. 

36/33.  N.  W.  A. — Our  rule  obliges  us  to  ignore  anony- 
mous communications. 

41/27.  Fuscum. — Brown  Hair-dyes  in  which  the  oxidised 
products  of  amidol,  quinol,  &c,  are  taken  advantage  of 
always  possess  the  defect  that  the  colour  comes  oil  on  the 
pillow.    There  is  no  remedy  as  far  as  we  know. 

40/36.  J.  J.  G. — According  to  Hager's  analysis,  Alcool 
de  Menthe  de  Ricqles  is  a  solution  of  3  6  grammes  of  oil  of 
peppermint  in  80  grammes  of  spirit  of  wine. 

37/15.  Primus. — Moulding  pessaries  by  heat  is  the  best 
way  when  large  quantities  have  to  be  turned  out,  using,  of 
course,  a  good  supply  of  moulds. 

38/44.    Newcastle. — (1)  See  Educational  number,  page  411. 

(2)  Perkin  and  KippiDg's  "  Organic  Chemistry"  is  reliable. 

(3)  Hoblyn's  "Dictionary  of  Medical  Terms,"  10*.  6d.  (Whit- 
taker). 

38/57.  Bhei. — Agar-agar  is  used  by  some  jam-manufac- 
turers as  a  thickening-agent.    It  answers  well. 

42  29.  W.  A.—  For  colouring  boiled  sugar  goods  various 
diluted  aniline  yellows  are  used. 

24/53.  H.  E.  B. — The  specimen  you  send— figwort — was 
formerly  thought  to  have  tonic  and  diuretic  properties,  and 
is  still  sometimes  used  as  a  local  application  in  haemorrhoids 

40/62.  Tildesley. — Outdoor-apprentices  to  chemists  in 
England  pay  no  premium,  and  sometimes  receive  a  small 
salary.  Occasionally  an  arrangement  is  made  by  which  a 
sum  deposited  by  the  lad's  guardian  is  returned  in  small 
weekly  sums,  this  being  a  guarantee  for  the  performance  of 
the  apprenticeship-indenture. 

40/74.  C.  $  C. — You  may  perhaps  find  the  information 
about  ferret  diseases  in  a  6d.  book  on  ferrets  published  by 
Upcott  Gill. 

42/5.  Magister  asks  what  premium  would  be  fair  for  an 
indoor  apprentice  to  pay  for  a  three-years'  apprenticeship 
who  has  had  fourteen  months'  experience  in  another  mixed 
business.  We  should  say  about  three- fifths  of  the  sum 
usually  charged  for  a  four-years'  apprenticeship,  the  amount 
of  which  depends  on  the  class  of  business. 
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30/59.  Koromilto  (N.Z.) — Baking-powder. — "Good,  not  too 
expensive,  thoroughly  tested,  for  putting  up  in  tins,  and  for 
sale  in  a  moist  climate.  What  formula  best  answers  that  de- 
scription ?  "  [Tartaric  acid,  1 ;  bicarbonate  of  soda,  2  ;  rice- 
flour,  2.  That  is  a  formula  which  takes  a  lot  of  beating.  It 
is  not  new,  for  it  represents  the  composition  (substantially) 
of  the  more  successful  British  baking-powders.  We  have 
used  it  for  more  years  than  we  care  to  say.  The  acid  should 
be  carefully  dried,  mixed  with  the  rice-flour,  the  soda  added, 
and  the  whole  sifted  three  times.]  (2)  You  cannot  do  better 
than  go  to  W.  Gardner  &  Son  for  mixers,  and  read  our 
1898  Diary  in  regard  to  drying-rooms.  With  all  deference, 
we  must  say  we  are  surprised  when  we  note  how  carefully 
and  intelligently  you  ask  questions,  that  you  do  not  seem  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  Art  of  Pharmacy  contained  in  the 
Diary.  (3)  We  do  not  know  any  book  which  deals  so  fully 
with  the  manufacture  of  baking-powders  as  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  " — in  fact,  there  is  no  other  in  which  the  theory 
and  practice  are  dealt  with  at  such  length.  (4)  Refer  to 
C.  Sf  D.  advertisements  for  the  names  of  those  who  make 
homoeopathic  preparations.  (5)  "  The  Companion  to  the 
British  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopceia"  (Keene  <fc  Ashwell), 
or  the  Pharmacopceia  itself,  is  all  you  require. 

30/36.  C.  Smith. — Indian  Curry  is  a  dish  which  varies 
in  composition.  Rice  is  an  essential  constituent,  also  curry- 
powder  and  flesh  of  fowl  or  beast.  The  art  of  compounding 
it  we  would  hesitate  to  expound,  for  "  no  Indian  cook  worth 
his  salt  would  tell  how  he  makes  his  curry."  But  an  idea 
strikes  us  that  it  is  Curry -powder  you  want  to  know  about, 
and  for  your  benefit  we  quote  one  of  the  best  out  of  the  two- 
and-twenty  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  : — 

Sem.  coriandri         ...       ...  ... 

Piper,  nigr   %v. 

Fruct.  capsici    oj- 

Sem.  cymini   5vj- 

Sem.  fcenugi-feci    Jvj. 

Rad.  curoumse    Jvj. 

Grind  the  whole  together  and  sift. 

31/12.    Quinine. — The  dose  of  antimonial  powder  (pulv. 
antimonialis,  B.P.)  for  a  bullock  is  30  gr. 

30/72.  Mem. — We  presume  that  what  you  refer  to  was  the 
compound  nature  of  iodine,  which  the  Swedish  chemist 
Strindberg  (6".  B.,  June  8,  1895,  page  801)  claimed  to  have 
discovered.  He  said  it  was  oxyhydroquinone.  Mr.  Strind- 
berg's  friends  must  have  been  somewhat  amazed  when  the 
original  publication  appeared. 

31/6.  Shellac. — The  muddy  part  in  shellac  varnishes  is 
due  to  the  fat  contained  in  the  shellac.  We  have  been 
accustomed  to  filter  it,  first  shaking  up  with  powdered  glass 
and  a  little  fullers'  earth.  Transfer  the  whole  to  a  funnel 
plugged  loosely  with  tow,  and  return  the  filtrate  until  it 
runs  through  clear. 

7/31.    M.T. — The  matter  will  be  attended  to  in  due  course- 

32/22.  E.  It. — The  Jumping  Bean  is  the  fruit  of  species 
of  Sebastiana  in  which  the  Carpocapsa  saltitans  has  de- 
posited its  eggs.  You  will  find  all  about  it  in  the  C.  $  I)., 
December  8, 1894,  page  819. 

32/47.  R.  E. — The  Cream-preservative  which  you  send 
is  the  usual  mixture  of  borax  and  boric  acid,  equal  parts, 
mixed,  allowed  to  get  moist,  and  granulated  while  drying. 
For  cream  the  quantity  used  is  a  small  teaspoonful  to  the 
quart.  See  " Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  294,  for  a 
label. 

35/35.    C.  E. — (1)  Honey  is  purified  somewhat  by  gentle 
heat  in  a  steam-pan,  and  straining  through  flannel  bags. 
You  cannot  decolourise  it.    (2)  Your  best  plan  in  regard  to  | 
the  acetylene-lantern  is  to  apply  to  Messrs.  Wm.  Butcher  4: 
Son,  Blackheath,  who  specialise  in  this  department. 

33/30.  J.  M.  TP. — Any  of  the  patent- medicine  houses  who 
advertise  in  this  journal  will  keep  stock  of  your  butter- 
colouring,  but  none  of  them  will  do  much  to  push  its  sale. 
You  will  have  to  do  that.  There  is  no  'Customs-duty  on 
butter-colouriDg  (except  in  the  unlikely  event  of  its  contain- 
ing spirit),  and  no  revenue-stamp  would  be  required.  I 


Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
wlio  can  furnish  the  information. 


33/12.  Name  and  address  of  dealers  in  "  Manioc  "  (a  kind 
of  tapioca),  used  for  making  paste. 

41/43.  Formula  for  Leander  powders,  or  name  of  maker 
if  proprietary. 


IRcw  IRcmcMcs. 


Valerydinisa  valerianic  ester  of  para-amidophenol,  having 
the  constitution  C6HlNHO.,C.C1H9.OC2H5.  It  is  in  white 
crystals,  m.p.  129°  C,  is  insoluble  in  water,  but  soluble  iD 
alcohol,  acetone,  and  chloroform.  It  is  odourless  and  taste- 
less, and  has  been  given  in  doses  of  8  to  16  gr.  several  times 
a  day. 

Bromipin  and  Iodipin  are  halogen  addition  compounds 
of  sesame  oil,  each  containing  10  per  cent,  of  the  halogens 
recently  introduced  by  Merck.  Iodipin  is  remarkable  as  a 
vehicle  for  the  introduction  into  the  body  of  considerable 
quantities  of  iodine  not  chemically  combined  with  alkalies, 
without  risk  of  any  injurious  secondary  action.  The  dose 
is  one  teaspoonful  for  adults.  Bromipin  is  indicated  in  the 
treatment  of  the  various  forms  of  epilepsy.  Winternitz 
recommends  doses  of  one  teaspoonful  up  to  thrice  daily. 

Largin  is  an  albumen-silver  compound,  which  occurs  as 
a  whitish- grey  powder,  soluble  in  water  and  glycerin.  It 
contains  11 1  per  cent,  of  silver.  It  is  recommended  by 
G.  Pezzoli,  of  Vienna,  as  an  anti-gonorrhoic.  The  results  of 
trials  on  cases  in  the  Vienna  clinique  shows  that  largin  is 
more  effective  than  protargol.  It  is  used  as  injections,  ^-per- 
cent, solution  being  employed,  gradually  increased  to  lj-per- 
cent.,  and  used  three  times  daily,  being  retained  in  the 
urethra  five  to  ten  minutes  in  the  morning  and  at  noon,  and 
fifteen  to  thirty  minutes  in  the  evening.  Largin  is  made  by 
Merck. 

Guaiacetin,  or  brenzcatechinmonoacetate  of  sodium,  is  a 
white  odourless  and  tasteless  powder,  which  possesses  all 
the  properties  of  guaicol,  and  for  that  reason  has  been  used 
in  lung-affections,  such  as  congestion,  inflammation,  and 
even  in  cases  of  advanced  consumption.  It  is  given  in  doses 
of  8  gr.,  as  powders  thrice  daily  ;  and  clinical  observations 
show  that  patients  rapidly  improve  under  it.  Migrol  is  a 
compound  of  it  and  brenzcatechinmonoacetate  of  caffeine, 
which,  in  8-gr.  doses,  has  proved  of  benefit  in  toothache, 
sick-headache,  and  neuralgic  affections  generally.  These 
remedies  have  been  introduced  into  England  by  Messrs. 
Reitmeyer  &  Co. 

Tannoform  is  obtained  by  the  precipitation  of  an  aqueous 
mixture  of  tannin  and  formaldehyde  with  hydrochloric  acid. 
It  is  a  bulky  reddish-white,  perfectly  odourless  and  tasteless 
powder,  soluble  in  alcohol,  dilute  ammonia,  and  in  solutions 
of  carbonate  of  soda  and  caustic  soda.  Chemically  it  is 
methylene-di-tannin.  Merck  reports  that  it  is  one  of  the 
best  local  remedies  for  eczema,  and  generally  for  disorders 
of  the  mucous  membrane.  Hoff  and  Munk*s  views  emphasise 
the  utility  of  tannoform  as  a  means  of  accelerating  the 
process  of  healing  of  wounds ;  and  it  is  also  an  excellent 
remedy  for  excessive  secretion  of  sweat  on  the  hands  and 
feet,  in  the  armpits,  &c. 

Heroin  is  the  name  of  a  new  derivative  of  morphine, 
obtained  by  the  substitution  of  two  hydroxyl  groups  by 
acetyl  groups.  It  was  first  prepared  by  Dr.  Oscar  Liebreich, 
and  is  manufactured  by  the  Elberfeld  Farbenfabriken.  The 
physiological  and  clinical  investigations  by  Professor  Dreser 
and  Dr.  Floret,  of  Elberfeld,  show  that  heroin  possesses  in 
greater  degree  the  remarkable  soothing  influence  upon  the 
bronchi,  which  has  latterly  made  codeine  so  popular  with  medi- 
cal men.  Heroin  is  given  in  doses  of  5  to  10  milligrammes  twice 
or  three  times  a  day,  either  in  powders  with  sugar,  or  in 
aqueous  solution  slightly  acidified  with  acetic  acid. 
Phthisical  patients  especially  have  felt  benefit  from  it. 
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£rat>c  IReport. 


Notice  to  Betail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
arc  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "Lowest  Trade  Terms"  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473.  C.i.f.  quotations 
are  for  London  u  nless  when  otherwise  stated. 

Buyers  of  essential  oils  are  particularly  requested  to  note  that 
low  quotations,  especially  for  Sicilian  essences,  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  accompanied  by  guarantee,  of  genuineness. 


HE  markets  this  week  bave  been  quiet,  excepting  for  a 
big  fall  in  the  first-hand  price  of  quicksilver  from 
11.  12«.  6d.  to  11.  Refined  camphor  has  risen  by  Id.  per  kilo, 
at  Hamburg,  and  an  equal  advance  Qd.  per  lb.)  has  been 
made  in  English  refined.  Ipecacuanha  is  in  a  precarious 
position  for  buyers,  stocks  being  low.  Chamomiles  are 
slightly  easier  this  week.  The  principal  changes  in  values 
are  undernoted  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Arrowroot 

Arsenic 

Acetanilide 

Camphor  (refined) 

Ipecacuanha 

Balsam  copaiba 

Cassia  lignea 

Nutmegs 

Lemon-juice  (cone.) 

Cocaine 

Pepper 

Mercurials 

Copper  sulphate 

Quinine 

Pot.  Permang. 

Oil,  cod-liver 

Tragacanth 

Quicksilver 

Spermaceti 

"Wax  (Japan) 

Turpentine 

Vermilion 

Cablegrams. 

Amsterdam,  September  22,  3.32.— The  25  cases  of  Java 
quinine  sulphate  offered  to-day,  each  containing  300  kilos., 
were  all  bought  in  at  16fl.  per  kilo.  (9d.  per  oz.). 

*  *  »  # 

HAMBURG,  September  22,  12.46  A.M.— Spermaceti  shows 
a  firmer  market  at  265m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  for  refined 
camphor  245m.  per  100  kilo3.  is  to-day's  official  quotation. 
Carnauba  wax  is  firm  at  unchanged  prices. 

*  *  *  * 

New  York,  September  22,  3.20  p.m.— A  fair  business  has 
been  done  in  the  drug  staples  this  week  at  mostly  unchanged 
prices.  Rio  ipecacuanha  shows  an  advancing  market,  and 
$2.40  per  lb.  is  now  asked  for  prime  root.  American  bees- 
wax has  an  easier  tendency  at  25c.  per  lb.,  and  the  same 
applies  to  sarsaparilla.  Golden-seal  root  is  firm  at  45c,  and 
American  oil  of  peppermint  also  shows  a  stronger  market. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  has  been  little  fluctuation  in  the  general  demand  for 
the  various  products  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  during 
the  past  week ;  still,  if  anything,  a  rather  better  all-round 
tone  may  be  said  to  exist.  Some  decrease  in  the  production 
has  been  made  where  the  demand  has  fallen  off  considerably 
of  late,  and  values  are  thus  steadily  maintained.  Inquiries 
continue  to  come  in  for  delivery  over  next  year,  but  so  far 
not  much  forward  business  of  any  special  moment  has  been 
actually  transacted.  Home  demand  from  the  textile  and 
other  consuming  trades  keeps  well  up  to  the  mark,  and  values 
of  some  of  the  miscellaneous  chemicals  have  a  slightly 
advancing  tendency. 

Alkali  Produce. — Most  of  the  products  in  this  class  continue 
as  lately  reported  both  in  demand  and  value.  Caustic  soda  and 
bleaching-powder  are  moving  rather  better,  and  the  firm  tone  of 
salt-cake  is  being  well  maintained.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  is 
very  firm,  and  looks  like  advancing. 

Barium  Products  continue  to  move  briskly,  and  values  are 
well  maintained.  Precipitated  sulphate  (Blanc  fixe),  6?.  15,s.  to 
11.,  f.o.b.  Tyne.  Chloride  of  barium,  best  refined  crystals, 
67.  17s.  6(7.,  free  on  rails,  and  7?.,  f.o.b.  in  bigs,  with  usual  extras 


for  casks.  Sulphide  of  barium,  crystals  in  barrels,  4/.  15s.  to 
4i,  17a.  6(7.,  f.o.b.  Hydrate  of  barium,  best  quality,  12/.  10s.  to 
147.  Barium  carbonate  mineral,  70s.  to  85s.  per  ton,  according  to 
percentage.  Precipitated  carbonate  of  barytes,  81.  10s.  to  97.  per 
ton. 

Colours.  —  Good  business  still  continues  in  this  branch. 
Mineral  black,  ordinary  quality,  3s  6<7.  per  cwt.,  and  best  quali- 
ties 4s.  to  4s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Lamp-black,  according  to  quality,  5s. 
to  7s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Pure  ivory-black,  12s.  per  cwt.  Ochre, 
French  J.C.,  62s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Oxide  of  iron,  common, 67.  17s.  6(7.; 
medium,  107.  7s.  6(7. ;  and  finest,  207.  Ultramarine,  pure,  42s.  6(7. 
to  45s.  per  cwt. 

Recovered  Sulphur,  steady  at  47.  15s.  to  57.  per  ton. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  September  21. 
Castor  Oil. — There  have  been  further  arrivals  of  good  seconds 
Calcutta  by  s.s.  Dictator,  but  the  price  on  the  spot  shows  no  easier 
tendency,  rather  the  reverse,  and  prices  ruling  last  week  are  still 
firmly  quoted.  First-pressure  French  has  shown  a  little  dis- 
position to  fall  away  owing  to  the  offering  of  quay  parcels,  but  3(7. 
is  still  quoted  in  this  position  and  3r\j(?.  in  store.  Madras  is 
nominally  3(7.  per  lb.,  and  for  second-pressure  French  the  same 
price  is  asked. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — A  small  arrival  has  been  snapped  up  at 
about  40s.  per  cwt.,  but  the  holders  of  the  available  small  supplies 
ask  50s.  cwt. 

CANARY-SEED. — The  process  of  shilly-shally  in  the  price  of  this 
article  still  continues.  A  small  sale  of  40  bags  is  reported  at  29s.  6(7. 
per  quarter,  but  it  may  be  2s.  lower  or  higher  in  a  day  or  two,  and 
no  reason  seems  to  be  forthcoming  for  the  fluctuations  in  value. 

Honey.— In  all  grades  there  has  been  a  fair  inquiry,  and 
importers  show  a  stronger  tendency  to  hold  their  stocks.  About 
450  barrels  of  Chilian  are  reported  sold  at  prices  ranging  from 
21s.  6(7.  to  25s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality,  and  80  barrels 
Peruvian  low  grade  have  changed  hands  at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Beeswax  is  in  steady  demand,  and  sales  are  reported  at 
77.  2s.  6(7.  to  77.  10s.  per  cwt.  for  good  yellow  to  grey  Chilian. 

African  Ginger  is  still  sluggish,  and  there  are  sellers  at  18s.  to 
19s.  per  cwt.  for  good  sound  root. 

Gums. — Arabic  sorts  are  meet  ing  with  more  inquiry,  but  the  sales 
so  far  resulting  are  small,  and  the  quotations  are  maintained  at 
70s.  to  80s.  per  cwt.  All  descriptions  of  medium  quality  are 
steadily  held,  and  a  fair  amount  of  business  is  passing  in  Senegal 
without  change  in  prices. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  rising  rapidly,  and  the  price  to-day  is 
177.  per  ton,  to  the  end  of  the  year  177.  12s.  6(7. 

Arsenic. — After  dropping  has  recovered,  and  now  owners  ask 
157.  10s.  net  per  ton. 

Spermaceti. — Chilian  is  firmly  held  at  about  Is.  2(7.  per  lb.,  but 
the  demand  at  the  moment  is  only  nominal. 

Fennel-seed.— Sales  are  reported  of  Turkish  at  13s.  6(7.  per 
cwt. 

Hamburg  Drug= market. 

Hamburg,  S'ptember  20. 

There  has  been  more  business  doing  on  our  drug-market 
this  week,  and  several  articles  are  in  better  request. 

Aloes  is  without  change  at  52m.  per  100  kilos,  for  Cape. 

Anise  (Russian)  is  very  quiet,  and  can  be  bought  at  30m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Staranise  is  dearer  at  240m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  (Peru)  is  flat  and  unchanged  at  16£m.  per  kilo. 

Borax  (Refined)  is  steady  at  29m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cassia  Lignea  shows  a  strong  market.  New  Standard  is 
offered  at  86m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  dearer,  refiners  having  raised  their 
prices  to  245m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  very  firm  at  45m.  per  100  kilos. 

Coriander-seed  is  dearer,  and  is  held  for  14m.  per  1C0  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye  is  quiet  at  130m.  to  140m.  per  100  kilos.,  ac- 
cording to  quality. 

Menthol  is  quiet  and  lower  :  to-day's  price  is  14}m.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  without  demand ;  to-day's  quotation  is  26£m. 
per  kilo. 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  is  firm  and  scarce  at  24m.  psr  kilo. 

Wax  (Japan)  is  dearer  at  64m.  per  100  kilos,  on  the  spot. 

Carnauba  is  very  firm  and  a  good  business  has  been  done  in 
grey  at  about  66m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils. — Castor  oil  is  quiet  :  first-pressing,  in  barrels,  55m.  per 
100  kilos.  :  forward,  51m.    Cod-liver,  unchanged. 

Oils  (Essentia!). — Peppermint  is  quiet ;  HG-H,  5Jm.  per  lb.; 
Japanese,  7m.  per  kilo. ;  star-anise,  15m. ;  Russian  anise,  13m. 
per  kilo. 

American  Markets. 

Ntra  York,  September  13. 

The  drug-market  has  shown  decidedly  incieased  activity 
during  the  past  two  weeks,  and  expeitat  ois  of  a  good  fall 
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trade  are  already  being  realised.  Notwithstanding  the 
extreme  dulness  prevailing  throughout  the  summer  months, 
prices  have  been  unu-ually  well  maintained,  and  the  jobbing 
trade  has  been  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  corresponding 
period  in  previous  years.  The  general  tone  is  firm,  and 
there  are  but  few  fluctuations  to  record. 

Opium  continues  extremely  dull,  and  the  movement  into  con- 
suming channels  is  slow.  There  is  at  present  an  undertone  of 
weakness,  and  while  quotations  are  nominally  unchanged  at 
$3.65  to  $3.70,  holders  are  inclined  to  shade  these  figures. 

Quinine  is  active,  and  the  demand  continues  large.  Manu- 
facturers continue  to  quote  20c.  to  22c.  for  domestic  in  100-oz. 
cans.  Stocks  in  second  hands  are  not  large,  and  quotations  are 
steady  at  19Ac.  to  20c. 

Cascaba-babk. — The  reports  as  to  the  smallness  of  the  new 
crop  are  confirmed,  and  a  firmer  feeling  is  in  evidence.  New  bar!; 
is  quoted  at  <tjC.  to  arrive,  and  for  old  bark  5c.  is  the  lowest 
figure  for  ordinary,  6c.  being  asked  for  prime  grades. 

Buchu-leaves  are  very  strong,  in  sympathy  with  foreign 
advices  ;  13c.  is  still  the  lowest  quotation  for  short ;  up  to  16c.  is 
asked  for  the  higher  grades. 

Balsams. — Copaiba  is  in  good  supply,  and  quotations  are 
lower,  38c.  to  40c.  being  the  general  price  for  Central  American. 
Tolu  is  neglected  at  33c,  and  Peru  remains  unchanged  at  ,$2  in 
the  absence  of  demand. 

Senega-boot  is  in  active  demand,  and  values  are  firm  at  24Ac. 
to  26c. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydbastis)  is  very  unsettled,  and  quotations 
are  nominal.  The  new  crop  is  very  large,  but  the  spot  market  is 
almost  bare,  and  holders  continue  firm  in  their  ideas,  quoting 
anywhere  from  42c.  to  50c.  The  offerings  from  the  interior  are 
large,  but  buyers  are  scarce  in  view  of  the  total  absence  of 
demand.  It  seems  probable  that  much  lower  figures  will  rule 
shortly. 

Belladonna-boot. — New  crop  is  coming  in  slowly,  and  quota- 
tions are  easier  at  11c.  to  12c. 

Dandelion-boot  is  firmer,  in  view  of  improving  demand,  and 
9c.  to  9hc.  is  quoted.    The  tendency  is  upward. 

Spebmaceti  is  easier  in  the  absence  of  demand  ;  25c.  to  26c.  is 
asked  for  block  and  27c.  for  cakes. 

Cod-liveb  Oil  is  improving,  but  quotations  as  yet  are  un- 
changed ;  $25  to  $26  is  asked  for  the  leading  brands.  The 
market  is  firm,  and  higher  prices  are  expected. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  September  22. 

Acetanilide. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  for  export 
at  ll^d.  per  lb.  for  guaranteed.  For  lots  of  less  than  1  cwt. 
11  fd.  to  Is.  is  asked,  according  to  holder. 

Acid,  Chrysophanic. — One  agent  quotes  8s.  3d.  in 
28-lb.  lots. 

Acid,  Citric— Quiet.  English  crystals,  on  the  spot,  are 
unchanged  at  Is.  2}2d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  Concentrated  juice 
is  quoted  at  16^.  10s.  per  pipe,  c.  &  f.,  and  for  forward  delivery 
131.  10s. 

Aloes,  Cape. — The  Greek  has  brought  27  cases  from 
Mossel  Bay.  Prices  in  Germany  have  lately  been  reducer!, 
owing  to  large  supplies  having  come  forward. 

Aniseed. — Alicante  is  offered  at  27s.  to  28s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Aerowhoot.— Dearer.  At  the  spice-auctions  on  Wednes- 
day 80  barrels  St.  Vincent  sold  at  2§d.,  20  half-barrels  at 
4rf.,  and  150  tins  at  2>\d.  to  3d.  per  lb. 

Arsenic— A  slightly  firmer  tendency  has  set  in  this  week, 
and  nothing  appears  to  be  obtainable  under  18/.  for  best 
white  powder,  ex  wharf.  For  export  this  article  has  been 
syndicated,  and  orders  for  export  are  declined  in  prospect  of 
a  rise. 

Balsam  Copaiba.— Lower.  Quotations  from  New  York 
for  Central  American  have  been  reduced  to  38c.  to  40c. 
per  lb.,  and  transactions  include  a  parcel  of  1,000  lbs.  at  a 
fraction  above  the  inside  figure. 

Balsam,  Peru. — The  price  remains  at  8s.  3d.  per  lb.  for 
genuine  balsam  as  imported,  but  with  little  doing. 

Balsam,  Tolu. — Ordinary  large  tins  of  soft  balsam, 
direct  from  Colombia,  are  offered  at  Is.  <\d.  per  lb.  Fine 
genuine  hard  in  50-lb.  tins  has  sold  at  Is.  3d. 

Bromides. — Unchanged,  but  firm,  at  convention  rates,  in 
the  expectation  of  early  contracts. 

Buchu. — Longs  are  held  for  9d.  per  lb.  Rounds  un- 
changed. The  only  arrival  this  week  is  four  bales  from 
Cape  Town.  I 


Camphor. — In  crude,  little  business  is  reported  this  week, 
although  the  market  is  very  firm  owing  to  the  higher 
prices  asked  in  China,  to-day's  quotation  being  85s.  c.i.f., 
but  less  would  probably  be  taken.  Japanese  is  very 
scarce,  and  there  is  little  offering  from  the  other  side  as 
principals  will  not  sell  at  current  rates— viz.,  92s.  c.i.f. 
United  States  merchants  who  were  formerly  buyers  on  the 
LoDdon  market  have  now  forsaken  it  entirely,  preferring  to 
buy  direct — in  fact,  it  is  reported  that  the"  United  States 
houses  have  made  a  tacit  agreement  to  buy  from  one 
Japanese  house  alone.  In  consequence  of  the  increased 
stringency  of  the  market  for  crude,  Hamburg  refiners  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  advanced  their  prices  for  bells  by  Id.  per 
kilo.,  making  the  price  for  ten  lots  Is.  l^d.  per  lb.,  and  Id. 
per  lb.  more  than  the  prices  quoted  in  the  C.  4'  D..  Sep- 
tember 10,  page  467,  for  smaller  lots.  English  sublimed 
camphor  was  advanced  to-day  by  \d.  per  lb.,  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 
now  beingr  the  price  for  bells  by  the  ton. 

Note. — The  statistical  position  of  camphor  for  the  year  favours 
the  "bulls  "of  the  market.  Up  to  August  31  we  had  imported 
2,078  cases,  each  weighing  133  lbs.  of  crude  camphor,  while  almost 
as  much  was  imported  during  the  first  two  months  of  1897,  and  up 
to  August  31,  1897,  no  fewer  than  6,467  cases  had  been  imported 
and  deposited  in  the  public  warehouses  of  London.  Although  the 
deliveries  have  been  much  smaller  this  year  so  far — viz.,  4.103 
cases,  as  compared  with  6,790  in  the  same  period  of  1897,  the 
declared  stock  in  the  warehouses  has  been  reduced  from  11,457 
cases  to  9,417  cases.  There  were  no  fresh  imports  of  camphor 
during  February,  April,  and  May  this  year — an  unusual  circum- 
stance ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  have  been  no  shipments  of 
camphor  direct  from  Canton  and  Hong-Kong  this  year,  while 
12,805  cases  have  been  shipped  to  the  Continent — i.e.,  6,000  cases, 
less  than  were  shipped  to  the  Continent  last  year,  when  the  ship- 
ments to  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  7,044  cases.  The  most 
recent  mail  reports  from  Hong-Kong  give  the  stock  there  as  7,0CO 
cases,  and  state  that  the  firmness  of  the  market  was  due  to  large 
purchases  for  India  and  the  Straits  (771  cases),  only  130  cases, 
having  been  purchased  for  Europe.  The  Hong-Kong  stocks  are 
considerably  less  than  they  were  at  this  time  last  year.  In  London 
there  are  stocks  in  private  warehouses,  but  these  have  been, 
greatly  reduced  this  year  and  have  not  been  materially  added  to. 
Recent  reports  from  Formosa  show  that  the  camphor  country  is 
still  disturbed,  and  the  reports  from  Japan  are  not  exuberant. 


A  Japanese  paper  states  that  "  The  production  of  camphor  in 
Miyazaki,  Kagoshima,  Oita,  and  Wakayama  prefectures,  which 
amounted  to  47,619  cwt.  in  1894  and  1895,  has  been  considerably 
reduced  of  late.  This  year's  output  so  far  only  amounts  to 
19,048  cwt.  [a  high  figure !  Ed.  C.  <£■  Z>.]  This  decline  is  due  to 
the  growing  dearth  of  camphor-trees,  while  the  wages  and  expenses 
have  been  greatly  increased.  Under  these  circumstances,  most 
of  the  local  manufacturers  have  suspended  work  and  have  aban- 
doned the  field  almost  entirely  to  the  Pormosan  product." — 
O.  P.  &  1).  Bejwrter. 

Cantharides. — Russian  are  quiet  at  Is.  6§<2.  to  Is.  9d. 
per  lb.,  according  to  holder.  There  is  no  stock  of  Chinese 
in  London.  The  Hong-Kong  stock  on  August  20  was- 
20  piculs. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — Holders  await  confirmation  of  our 
cabled  report  regarding  the  increased  supplies,  but  price* 
are  unchanged  at  from  2ls.  to  22s.  per  cwt.,  arid  25s.  to  27s. 
for  old.  Hamburg  has  just  received  191  sacks  from  San 
Francisco. 

Cascarilla. — There  is  as  yet  no  sign  of  the  new  stuff 
coming  forward,  except  in  Hamburg,  where  48  bales  have 
landed,  and  the  second-hand  holders  therefore  want  40s. 
per  cwt.  for  fair  bark. 

Chamomiles. — New  crop  has  sold  this  week  at  70s.  per 
cwt.    Forty  bales  have  arrived  from  Ghent  this  week. 

Chieetta. — Business  has  been  done  this  week  at  H^d 
per  lb.  for  rather  dark  and  old  stuff.  For  really  fine  quality 
Id.  is  wanted. 

CinCHONIDine. —  Business  is  still  going  on  in  this  article, 
1\d.  having  been  paid  for  a  round  lot  this  week. 

Cocaine. — The  Bon  from  Callao  has  brought  7  cases  of 
crude  cocaine.  Pure  hydrochloride  is  now  quoted  from  9s.  3d. 
to  9s.  9r2.  per  oz.,  various  agents  having  raised  prices  by  3d.\ 

Cinchona. — The  following  figures  relate  to  the  shipments 

from  Colombo  and  Galle  from 

1898         1397         1896  1895 
lbs.  lbs.  lbs.  lbs.  | 

Jan  1  to  Aug  30    ...  672,290      486,546      860,533  729,038 
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From  Java  the  following  shipments  have  bsen  made  :- 


July  1-31 


Private  plantations 
(Amst.  lbs.) 

Government  planta- 
tions (Amst.  lbs.) 


1,019,231 
147,521 


1897 


764,452  1,109,905 
67,963  79,387 


1895 


1894 


490,098 
58,638 


573,567 
83,538 


The  present  stock  of  cinchona-bark  in  London  consists  of 
20,913  bales,  of  which  8,093  are  soft  Colombian,  New 
Granadian,  Pitayo,  and  Cuprea,  8,173  East  Indian  and 
African,  3,552  yellow  fat  and  quill  Calisaya,  622  Cartagena, 
432  crown  and  grey,  and  41  bales  South  American  red.  The 
stock  of  bark  on  September  1  of  last  year  was  20,084  bales, 
and  on  the  same  date  of  1896,  23,386  bales. 

Coca- leaves. — Very  firm.  For  good  clean  Bolivian  leaves 
Is.  2,d.  per  lb.  has  been  refused  lately,  1*.  3d.  being  required. 
Truxillos  have  been  sold  this  week  at  Id.  per  lb.,  and  Qd.  per 
lb.  is  now  asked. 

The  shipments  from  Java  for  the  month  of  Jul  y  were  : — 

1898         1897         1896         1895  1893 
Bales    ...    90  105  100  54  34 

Cocoa-butter. — The  auctions  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam, 
on  September  20,  will  consist  of  45  tons  Van  Houten's  and 
5  tons  Helm  brand. 

Cream  op  Tartar. — A  shade  easier,  at  74s.  to  75s.  for 
95-per-cent.  powder,  down  to  73s.  for  lower  strengths. 

Dragon's-blood. — We  understand  that  there  is  only  one 
case  in  Crutched  Friars  warehouse,  and  little  stock  is  held 
privately.    The  prices  asked  are  very  high. 

Ergot  op  Rye. — From  8d.  to  8|i.  p3r  lb.  is  asked  for 
sound  Russian. 

Galls. — Quiet,  with  small  sales  of  Persian  blue  and  green 
at  previous  rates.  Holders  of  Persian,  however,  are  very  firm 
and  some  of  the  offerings  have  been  withdrawn  from  the 
market  for  the  present. 

Gentian. — From  16s.  to  20.?.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  is  asked 
according  to  quality,  and  18s.  6d.  to  22s.  for  powder.  The 
arrivals  this  week  include  some  100  bales  in  small  lots. 

Glucose. — Liquid  H  is  7s.  10^d.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and 
7s.  Qhd.  c.i.f.    Three-star  brand  is  7s.  \\d.  c.i.f.  Liverpool. 

Gum,  Sandarac. — For  fair  to  good  Australian  gum  25s.  to 
30s.  per  cwt.  is  asked,  according  to  quality, 

Insect-powder. — Guaranteed  genuine  Dalmatian  insect- 
powder  from  open  flowers  is  quoted  at  100s. ;  fair  ditto  at 
70s. ;  and  ordinary  at  45s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  London. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  firmer  tendency  set  in  at  the  public 
auctions  last  week  in  consequence  of  purchases  of  Rio-root 
for  America,  which,  however,  were  effected  before  the 
sellers  noticed  the  significance  of  the  drift,  then  the  price 
immediately  firmed.  Business  has  since  been  done  in 
first-class  damages  at  9s.  2d  and  9s.  3d.  per  lb.,  but  9s.  3d  is 
the  closing  price,  with  9s.  4d.  for  washed  native  picked  root. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  month  about  50  bales  have  been 
sold,  leaving  the  stock  at  about  164  bales,  exclusive  of  Carta- 
gena-root, which  brings  up  the  warehouse  stock  to  between 
180  and  190  bales  of  all  kinds,  the  lowest  for  this  time  of  year 
since  1892,  when  295  bales  were  held  by  the  importers.  In 
August  1893  there  were  1,021  bales  in  hand,  and  in  1894  a 
few  bales  more.  Importers  confidently  anticipate  higher 
rates,  but  they  apply  the  screw  gingerly.  Cartagena  has  sold 
at  5s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Jalap. — Small  sales  of  ordinary  Vera  Cruz  are  reported 
at  5jd.  per  lb.  on  a  dull  market. 

Juniper-berries  are  offered  at  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f. 

Manna. — The  firm  position  of  new  manna  is  maintained. 
This  week's  advices  from  Palermo  state  that  torrential  rains 
recommenced  last  week,  and  have  continued,  with  the  result 
that  producers  are  still  less  disposed  to  sell  below  the  recent 
high  prices,  and  all  the  circumstances  go  to  indicate  that  a 
decline  is  impossible.  It  is  also  certain  that  the  proportion 
of  large  flake  will  be  much  below  the  average,  and  very  high 
prices  for  it  will  be  seen. 


Matico. — The  Orcana  from  Valparaiso  has  brought 
18  bales  to  Liverpool.   For  fair  leaves  &ld.  per  lb.  is  asked. 

Menthol  — Business  has  been  done  on  the  spot,  in  a  small 
way,  at  7s.  per  lb. 

Mercurials.— The  fall  in  quicksilver  has  naturally  brought 
makers  of  mercurial  salts  together,  and  a  reduction  of  Id. 
per  lb.  is  announced,  making  the  following  prices  for 
assorted  lots  of  not  less  than — 


Under 

1  to  5 

5  to  10 

10  cwt.  an<1 

1  cwt. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

more 

s.  d. 

s  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Calomel  ... 

2  9 

2  8 

2  7 

2  6 

Corrosive  sub.  ... 

2  5 

2  4 

2  3 

2  2 

Red  precipitate  ... 

3  1 

3  0 

2  11 

2  10 

White  precipitate 

3  2 

3  1 

3  0 

2  11 

Mercury  with  chalk 

0  11 

0  11 

0  11 

0  11 

Oil,  Bergamot. — For  new  crop  from  7s.  3d.  to  9s.  per  lb.is 
asked  for  December-April  shipment.  Buyers,  however,  are 
not  yet  prepared  to  make  contracts. 

Oil,  Castor. — The  market  for  all  kinds  is  quiet  and  un- 
changed, medicinal  Italian  standing  at  36s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 
and  French  at  33s.  British  manufacturers  report  rather 
more  inquiry  for  forward  delivery,  and  quote  first  pressing 
28s.,  second  pressing  27s.,  per  cwt.,  in  barrels,  f.o.r.  or  f.o.b. 
Hull.  Belgian  of  first  pressing  is  27s.  6d.  to  28s.,  and  for 
January-August  delivery  26s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Dearer.  The  wintsr  demand  has  now 
commenced,  and  good  sales  have  been  made  during  the  week 
at  advanced  rates — viz.,  72s.  per  barrel  for  1897  Norwegian 
medicinal  (75s-.  now  the  price),  and  81s.  6d.  per  barrel,  c.i.f., 
for  1898,  and  higher  rates  up  to  95s.  for  special  brands.  The 
minimum  asking-price  to-day  is  85s. 

BERGEN,  September  17. — Our  market  is  still  very  quiet,  in  spite 
of  the  time  of  year,  and  the  price  remains  as  last  week — viz.,  78s. 
per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  for  best  Lofoten  nou-congealing  medicinal  oil. 
The  exports  from  Bergen  have  been  5,624  barrels,  against  6,827 
barrels  at  the  same  time  of  last  year. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — Privately  a  small  business  has  beers 
done  recently  in  Australian  of  lair  odour,  but  unguaranteed 
origin,  at  lOd.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Lavender. — French  oil  of  the  new  crop  is  offered  at 
6s.  per  lb.  for  genuine.  Oil  of  spike  is  3s.  3d.  delivered 
London.  English  oil  of  this  season's  distilling  is  47s.  per 
lb. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Several  dealers  here  are  already  in  the 
market  with  quotations  for  new  crop  for  December-April 
shipment,  but  it  is  yet  too  early  to  operate.  From  3s.  tc 
3s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked,  according  to  holder. 

Oil,  Limes — Arrivals  aranow  coming  to  hand  freely  from 
the  West  Indies,  but  the  demand  is  practically  over  for  the 
season. 

Oil,  Olive.— Quiet,  but  steady,  at  4s.  6d.  to  5s.  6d.  per 
gallon  for  Lucca.  Italian  cream  is  quoted  at  64^.  7s.  6'/.. 
"superfine"  60Z.  10s.,  and  "sublime*'  48£.  15s.  per  1,015 
kilos.,  c.i.f.,  London  ;  Spanish,  291. ;  Levant  andMogador,  291. 
to  321.  per  ton. 

Oil,  Orange. — New  crop  of  sweet-oil  is  offered  for 
December-April  shipment,  at  5s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  There- 
are,  however,  lower  offers  in  the  market. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Japanese  dementholised  quiet  and 
unchanged,  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  English  new  crop 
continues  firm  at  28s.  per  lb.  for  black.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  transactions  of  some  1,500  cases  of  HGH  were  reported 
from  the  United  States  at  a  price  equal  to  5s.  3d  per  lb. 
landed  terms.  This  sale,  however,  has  had  no  appreciable 
effect  on  the  London  market,  which  remains  inanimate  at 
5s.  6d. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  the  Japanese  peppermint-oil 
crop  in  the  important  district  of  Bingo  Bitchin:— The  stock  re- 
maining from  1897  in  Japan  was  about  6,000  catties,  and  the 
three  cuts  of  the  1898  crop  lias  yielded  18,000  catties.  The  1897 
stock  remaining  in  the  Yonezawa  district  was  70,000  catties,  and 
the  1898  crop  yielded  17,000  catties,  making  a  grand  total  of 
105,0:0  catties.  'The  total  stocks  in  Japan  at  the  commencement 
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of  the  season  in  1897  were  80,000  catties  against  150,000  catties  in 
1896.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  1898  crop,  judging  from  the  above 
figures,  is  an  extremely  poor  one. 

Opium. — Quiet  and  unchanged  at  lis.  Qd.  to  12s.  for  fine 
Persian  on  the  spot,  or  at  lis.  6d.  for  forward  delivery,  but 
no  business  appears  to  have  been  done  this  •week.  The 
values  of  the  various  grades  of  Turkey  are  also  unchanged. 

Smyrna,  September  9. — The  market  is  unchanged,  and  little 
business  has  been  done.  As  long  as  the  large  buyers  will  not  pay 
current  prices,  and  holders  do  not  feel  disposed  to  make  slight 
concessions,  matters  are  likely  to  remain  in  statu  quo.  The  sales 
for  the  week  are  2  cases  old  Karahissar  at  the  parity  of  10s.  8(7. 
per  lb.,  12  cases  new  current  at  10s.  5(1.  to  10s.  4(7,.,  and  3  cases 
Yerli  at  10s.  Id.  to  10s.  8<?.,  c.i.f.  European  ports.  Arrivals, 
710  cases,  against  1,905  last  year. 

Constantinople,  September  15. — The  past  week  has  been 
inanimate,  and  there  are  no  transactions  to  report.  The  price  to- 
day is  nominally  10s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  for  ordinary  druggists'.  The 
crop  is  now  definitely  determined,  and  the  utmost  limit  cannot  be 
more  than  3,000  cases.  We  very  much  doubt  if  the  yield  will 
reach  these  figures. 

Orris. — A  good  business  has  been  done  this  week  in  new 
crop  at  the  lower  prices  which  have  been  ruling.  For  extra- 
picked  Florentine,  36s.  per  cwt.  c  i.f.  has  been  paid  down  to 
30s.  for  sorts.  Verona-root  is  quoted  at  from  18s.  to  22s.  c.i.f. 
Higher  prices  are  looked  for  in  Italy  with  the  expected  better 
demand. 

Phosphoeus. — The  establishment  of  several  new  phos- 
phorus-factories in  Germany  and  the  increased  output  in 
France  and  Russia  are  likely  to  threaten  seriously  the  mono- 
poly so  long  enjoyed  by  Briti.-h  manufacturers.  In  1897 
Germany  imported  260  tons,  of  which  about  200  tons  went 
into  consumption.  The  exports  to  Austria  from  Germany 
were  71  tons  last  year.  Values  on  the  German  market  have 
been  lowered  recently  by  the  action  of  new  manufacturers, 
and  sticks  are  now  quoted  at  350m.,  and  amorphous  at  480m., 
per  100  kilos.  The  current  quotations  are — wedges  Is.  lhl. 
to  2s.  and  sticks  2s.  to  2s.  Id.    Amorphous  2s.  8hd.  per  lb. 

Potash  Permanganate. — The  principal  agents  have  re- 
duced their  quotations  to  50s.  per  cwt.  for  small  crystals  in 
contract  quantities.  This  step  has  been  taken  by  the  leading 
makers  with  the  idea  of  putting  an  end  to  vexatious 
competition. 

Quicksilver — The  "  prospective  official  fall,"  which  we 
mentioned  on  September  8,  took  place  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing. Second-hand  holders  were  doing  all  they  could  to  clear 
out  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  and  on  Tuesday  were 
offering  at  11.  5s.,  but  there  was  a  sad  lack  of  business,  and 
it  was  effectually  stopped  on  Wednesday  morning,  when  it 
transpired  that  Messrs.  Rothschild  had  sold  at  11.  per  bottle 

Quillaia. — Quiet.    From  18s.  Qd.  to  19s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f.,  i 
London,  is  asked.   The  Magellan  from  Valparaiso  has  brought 
416  sacks  to  Liverpool. 

Quinine  continues  in  an  inactive  state,  but  there  is  a 
disposition  in  talk  to  firmness,  but  there  is  no  reason  for  it 
in  view  of  the  coming  bark-sales  and  the  unwillingness  to 
operate.  It  is  difficult  for  buyers  at  9^d.  per  oz.  to  get  any 
•but  old-make  German.  The  shipments  for  July  from  Java 
were  98  cases,  50  of  which  went  to  Holland,  and  48  to  Great 
Biitain. 

Sarsaparilla. —  Some  new    Lima- Jamaica    root    has  J 
arrived,  and  will  be  offered  next  week.    Jamaica  is  very  firm, 
with  no  stock  in  first  hands. 

Scammonium. — The  arrivals  of  first  and  second  grades 
announced  last  week  have  met  with  no  demand.  Firsts  are 
held  at  from  25s.  to  30s  per  lb.  Resin  is  quiet  at  6s.  to 
6s.  3d.  per  lb.  The  Adovr  has  brought  150  sacks  of  root 
from  Marseilles. 

Shellac. — There  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  all  grades  on 
the  spot  since  last  at  full  to  dearer  prices.  The  business 
done  at  the  close  of  last  week  included  Button  up  to 
•88s ,  ordinary  to  fair  firsts  at  73s.  to  78s ,  and  ordinary 
seconds  66s.  to  72s.  per  cwt.  At  the  auctions  on  Tuesday 
only  small  supplies  were  catalogued — some  480  cises,  a  small 
proportion  of  which  sold  at  an  advance  of  Is.  Qd.  to  2s.  on 
last  sales-rates  for  second  orange  TN.  Button  sold  irregularly. 
The  following  prices  were  obtained  in  sale :—  Second  orange 
bright  red  cakev,  64;.  to  65s.  :  ditto,  ordinary,  64s.  Button, 
dine  pde  free,  £2*  ;  gocd  firsts.  75s.  to  77s. ;  d  tto  blocky,  70s. 


to  71s. ;  fair  seconds,  68s.  to  69s. ;  and  common  seconds,  62s. 
to  66s.  per  c  wt. 

Spermaceti. — Dearer.    The  spot-price  is  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Spices. — At  auction,  on  Wednesday,  Cochin  Ginger  sold 
at  steady  prices :  at  23s.  to  23s  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  smallish  to 
fair-washed  rough,  at  19s.  Qd.  for  small  and  ends,  at  17s.  6d. 
for  D  rough,  at  43s.  Qd.  for  medium  and  small  native  cut, 
and  at  55s.  for  B  cut.  A  few  lots  of  Jamaica  sold  at  71s.  to 
73s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  middlirjy.  Zanzibar  Cloves  are  lower; 
the  parcels  at  auction  were  bought  in  at  Qd.  per  lb.  for  fair, 
with  3^d.  bid,  but  for  near  and  future  delivery  business  has 
been  done  at  3  ?;/.  Some  fine  bright  Pecang  sold  at  lid.  per  lb. 
There  was  no  demand  for  some  stalky  Zanzibar  Chillies 
which  were  offered.  Pimento  is  dull :  only  one  lot  out  of 
700  bags  was  sold,  at  4'e7.  per  lb.  for  good  clean  ;  4;W7.  beirg 
the  best  bid  for  ordinary.  Nutmegs  firm.  Mace  quiet,  and 
unchanged.  Cassia  lignea  dearer,  at  56s.  per  cwt.  for  old 
import,  and  at  5ls.  for  new  selected.  Cinnamon  pieces  sold  at 
8kd.  per  lb.,  featherings  at  l*d.,  and  cuttings  at  Ihd.  Pipper 
declined,  owing  to  the  shipments  to  London  being  ratner 
heavy  ;  but  the  market  is  now  firmer,  at  a  slight  advance 
from  the  lowest.  The  black  pepper  in  sale  was  bought  in  ; 
but  privately  business  has  been  done  at  Q*d.  to  4]£(7.  per  lb. 
for  Singapore,  and  at  4'jji7.  for  distant  shipment.  Singapore 
white  has  sold  at  8jgd.  to  arrive,  and  Siam  at  8\d.  for 
distant.  Penang  white  realised  lhl.  per  lb.  at  auction  ;  and 
to  arrive  7|rf.  to  l\d.,  according  to  position,  with  a  fair 
business. 

Star-anise  (Japanese). — A  sale  is  reported  this  week 
at  6/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Stramonium. — Foreign  leaves  are  offered  at  from  22s.  to 
25s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  quality.  Seeds  are  17s. 
per  cwt. 

Sugar  of  Milk.—  New  York  advices  report  a  good  export 
demand,  with  prices  steady  at  9c.  to  10c.  per  lb.  The  market 
here  for  American  is  quiet.    German  is  55s.  per  cwt. 

Senna  — There  has  been  a  fair  inquiry  for  Tinnevelly 
since  the  auctions,  resulting  in  sales  of  fair  yellow  leaf  of 
medium  size  at  2^/.  to  2 f<?.  per  lb.  The  Bcngloe  has  brought 
739  bales  from  Bombay,  the  greater  portion  of  which  will 
be  offered  at  the  drug- auctions  next  week.  The  market  for 
Alexandrian  continues  inactive,  and  fine  quality  is  still 
scarce. 

Turpentine. — Lower.  American  on  the  spot  is  quoted 
at  22s.  <\\d.,  and  for  September-December  delivery  22s.  7|rf. 
per  cwt. 

Sulphur. — Refined  Sicilian  in  rolls  is  quoted  at  103s.  to 
104s.  in  7-cwt.  casks,  and  at  lC6s.  to  107s.  in  2-cwt.  casks; 
ground  refined  sulphur  is  100s.  to  102s  ,  and  flowers  108s.  to 
110s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f.  The  imports  at  Riga  during  1897 
amounted  to  1,667  tons  valued  at  8  9311,  against  1,545  tons 
at  8.180/. 

Strychnine. — Good  business  has  been  done  by  the 
English  makers  at  the  recent  reduction.  An  American 
maker  cut  the  price  in  the  hope  of  getting  in,  but  the  result 
has  not  been  altogether  satisfactory  to  him. 

Tonca-beans  — In  consequence  of  consignments  to 
Hamburg  of  Angostura- beans  from  New  York  specu'ators 
prices  have  dropped  to  9§m.  to  10m.  per  kilo. 

Tragacanth. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  this  week 
'  mostly  in  third  and  fourth  grades,  at  firm  to  higher  price8. 

Persian  firsts  are  quoted  at  from  121    15s.  to  13/.  10s. ; 
I  seconds,  117.  10s.  to  12/.  10s. :  thirds,  10/.  10s.  to  11/. ;  and 
fourths,  8/.  to  10/.    In  Hog  gum  sales  are  reported  from  35s. 
to  45s.  per  cwt. 

Turmeric. — Privately,  the  market  is  quiet  but  firm.  The 
shipments  during  July  from  Shanghai  were  1  892  piculs,  of 
which  3E5  only  came  direct  to  London. 

Vermilion. —  Owing  to  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  quick- 
(  silver,  prices  have  been  reduced  Id.  per  lb.,  the  present 
quotations,  for  lots  of  300  lbs.  and  upwards,  now  being 
Is.  lid.  per  lb.;  150  lbs  ,  2s. ;  and  smaller  wholesale  quan- 
tities, 2s.  l\d.  per  lb. 

Wax.  Japan —Quiet,  at  31s.  6/7.  to  32s  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot.    For  arrival  32s.  6rZ.  is  asked. 
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The  Peppermint=crop  of  1808. 

A  representative  of  Messrs.  Dodge  &  Olcott,  New  York, 
who  has  made  a  tour  through  the  peppermint  districts  of  the 
West,  has  prepared  the  following  interesting  statement  as  to 
the  result  of  the  present  crop  and  future  prospects  of  the 
market  :— 

A  close  personal  canvass  of  the  peppermint  situation  in  the 
Western  States,  which  produce  all  but  an  insignificant  tenth  (or 
thereabout)  of  the  American  output,  establishes  beyond  question 
the  fact  that  this  year's  crop  will  fall  considerably  short  of  that  of 
1897.  The  shrinkage  will  probably  amount  to  from  one-fourth 
to  one-third  of  the  total  yield  of  last  season,  which,  as  is  well 
known,  was  an  exceptionally  heavy  one.  This  falling-off  is  due  to 
a  combination  of  unfavourable  influences  and  conditions.  In  the 
first  place  the  winter  was  an  unusually  trying  one  to  the  old 
plantings  in  many  localities,  and  a  heavy  acreage  was  thus  lost 
before  the  season's  work  began.  Under  better  general  conditions 
this  loss  would  have  been  offset  by  spring-replanting ;  but  at  the 
low  price  yielded  to  the  growers  by  last  year's  crop  few  have  felt 
induced  to  set  out  much  new  mint,  and  the  aggregate  of  the 
season's  fresh  setting  is  small.  The  growing  conditions  of  the 
spring  and  early  summer  appear  to  have  been  favourable,  but  a 
severe  July  frost  did  much  damage,  and,  in  certain  localities,  cut 
down  the  expected  yield  of  oil  by  one-half  or  more.  Aside  from 
these  difficulties  not  a  few  farmers  of  large  areas  have  found  that 
while  their  land  is  as  productive  as  ever  in  bulk  of  herb  to  the 
acre,  the  oil-yielding  capacity  of  the  mint  has  been  greatly  reduced. 
The  cause  of  this  is  largely  a  matter  of  conjecture,  but  it  probably 
resides  in  some  changed  natural  condition,  and  the  fact  itself  may 
possibly  foreshadow  the  exhaustion,  in  part  at  least,  of  the  pepper- 
mint-producing ability  of  the  peculiar  muck  soil  which  has  been 
used  so  profitably. 

Another  very  serious  drawback  to  the  success  of  the  crop  has 
been  a  distinct  degeneration  in  the  culture  of  the  herb,  more  par- 
ticularly among  the  smaller  growers.  The  poor  returns  afforded 
by  the  low  prices  of  the  past  year  or  two  have  m-ade  necessary  the 
most  rigid  economy  in  farming ;  but  the  practice  of  this  virtue 
has  been  carried  to  excess  by  many,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
in  not  a  few  cases  crops  that  might  have  yielded  a  fair  return  for 
proper  cultivation  have  run  to  weeds  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be 
utterly  beyond  redemption.  This  tendency  towards  neglect 
will,  moreover,  make  itself  felt  in  a  marked  impairment  of  the 
average  quality  of  the  whole  yield,  and  the  percentage  of 
impure  (i.e.,  weedy)  oil  to  be  marketed  will  be  heavier  than  ever 
before. 

As  to  the  question  of  valuation  there  is  still  much  uncertainty. 
The  feeling  in  the  producing-centres  is  one  of  confidence  in 
materially  higher  prices,  but  this  is  of  course  based  solely  upon 
the  undoubted  fact  of  a  shortage  in  this  year's  crop,  and  the  strong 
probability  of  another  in  the  next.  Whether  the  actual  total  out- 
put in  pounds  of  desirable  oil,  together  with  old  stock  held  over 
(an  extremely  uncertain  quantity),  will  be  sufficient  for  the  easy 
satisfaction  of  the  improved  demand  now  expected  is  necessarily 
problematical,  but  there  is  a  steady  drift  toward  the  concentra- 
tion of  stocks  in  hands  capable  of  holding  firmly  for  the  higher 
market  predicted,  aDd  the  strength  of  purpose  shown  in  these 
quarters  is  significant. 

The  actual  movement  of  new  oil  up  to  the  present  time  has 
been  slight,  and  no  fixed  value  can  be  said  to  have  been  estab- 
lished. Nominally,  however,  holders'  prices  are  from  10  to  15 
per  cent,  higher  than  the  average  of  last  season's  market. 
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French  Cyanide. 

A  recent  letter  of  the  French  Minister  of  Commerce,  addressed 
to  the  Paris  Syndical  Chamber  of  Chemical  Products,  draws 
attention  to  the  important  outlets  for  cyanide  in  gold-recovery. 
The  sale  of  cyanide  in  the  Transvaal  and  in  the  whole  of 
South  Africa  exceeds  (according  to  the  Minister)  300  or  400 
tons  yearly,  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  within  the  next  two 
or  three  years,  the  demand  will  exceed  10,000  tons  in  the  Rand 
district  alone.  The  cyanide  used  in  mines  must  be  98  to  100  per 
cent,  and  very  pale  in  colour.  It  is  shipped  in  wooden  cases 
lined  with  zinc,  holding  100  kilos.  Prices  vary  from  190  to  230- 
240  per  100  kilos.  Unfortunately,  continues  the  Minister,  the 
English  and  Germans  have  up  to  now  had  a  monopoly  of  the 
stuff,  and  the  French  company  which  manufactures  it  cannot 
compete  with  the  English  manufacturers'  prices.  The  latter 
employ  an  economical  process,  which  obviates  the  use  of  ferro- 
cyanide  of  potassium.  The  Minister  urges  scientific  chemists  to 
assist  French  manufacturers  to  fight  against  foreign  competition. 


"Diseases  and  Remedies." 

A  concise  survey  of  the  symptoms  and  most  modern 
treatment  of  ordinary  diseases.  Written  by  a  physician,  and 
edited  by  an  experienced  pharmacist,  expressly  for  the  in- 
formation of  chemists  and  druggists.  228  pp.  Price  Zs.  Qd. 
net ;  by  post,  2.s.  9d. 

I  have  tr>  (hank  you  for  your  latest  little  volume  "  Diseases  and 
Remedies  " — I  like  it  so  much  that,  besides  owning  a  copy,  I  have 
just  sent  one  to  New  Brunswick.  —  G.  E.  Burt,  East  Dulwich. 

The  declared  object  of  this  work  is  not  to  teach  medicine,  or 
encourage  prescribing,  but  rather  as  a  reminder  of  the  most  modern 
methods  of  treatment.  The  publishers  also  say  that  they  do  not 
think  the  book  will  encourage  prescribing ;  but,  the  fact  remains 
that  it  will  be  of  eminent  use  to  those  who  wish  to  prescribe,  be- 
cause not  only  are  diseases  described  but  the  various  methods  of 
treatment  are  given  together  with  doses,  hygienic  hints,  Sec.  Of 
course  the  work  is  allopathic.  Herbalism  and  eclecticism  are  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence,  but  there  remains  much  that  will  be  of 
use  to  the  medical  botanist.  The  descriptions  of  disease  are 
concise  and  clear,  the  hints  as  to  general  treatment  are  of  the 
highest  value,  and  the  medicines  prescribed,  even  if  not  used  by 
the  herbalist,  will  suggest  to  him  suitable  remedies  from  his  own 
stock. 

There  are  chapters  on  poisons,  surgical  hints,  appliances,  in- 
cluding trusses,  a  long  and  full  treatise  on  dentistry,  which  gives 
directions  for  extraction  of  teeth,  stopping,  scaling,  artificial  teeth, 
&c,  also  a  chapter  dealing  with  defects  of  vision  and  their 
alleviation  by  means  of  the  use  of  spectacles. 

Altogether  we  think  the  amount  of  information  given  is  extra- 
ordinary, considering  the  price  of  the  book,  and  we  are  confident 
that  anyone  ordering  it  will  be  amply  satisfied  with  the  value 
riven. — Potter's  Bulletin. 


"Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

A  book  of  useful  recipes  for  the  drug-trade.  670  pp., 
bound  in  leather.    Price  7s.  6d.  net ;  by  post,  8s. 

These  books  may  be  obtained  direct  from  42  Cannon 
Street,  B.C.,  or  from  any  of  the  following  firms  :  — 


Allison,  E.  &  H.  (Lim.),  Hull 
Anderson  &  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Ayrton  ife  Saunders,  Liverpool 
Barclay  &  Sons  (Lim.),  London 
Bleasdale  (Lim.),  York 
Boileau  &  Boyd  (Lim.),  Dublin 
Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  Glasgow 
Butler  &  Crispe,  London 
Chemist     and    Druggist  of 

Australasia,  Melbourne 
Clay,  Dod  &  Co.,  Liverpool 
Davidson  &  Gray,  Dundee 
Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edin- 
burgh 

Edwards,  Wm.,  &  Son,  London 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  Bristol 
Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  London 
Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  London 
Ford,  Shapland  it  Co.,  London 
Fraser  &  Green,  Glasgow 
Glasgow     Apothecaries'  Co., 

Glasgow 
Goodall,  Backhouse  it  Co.,  Leeds 
Hatrick,  W.  &  R.,  &  Co.,  Glasgow 
Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst  (Lim.), 

Leeds 

Ismay,  John,  &  Sons,  Newcastle 
Kemp,  W.,  &  Son,  Horncastle 
Lennon,  B.  G.,  &  Co.  (Lim.), 
London 

Lewis,  H.K.,  Gower  Street,  W.C 


Lofthouse  &  Saltmer,  Hull 
Lynch  cfc  Co.  (Lim.),  London 
McKesson  &  Robins,  New  York 
Maw,  S.,  Son   &  Thompson, 

London 
May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  London 
Newbery,  F.,  &  Sons,  London 
Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Man- 
chester 

Paterson,  W.,  &  Sons,  Aberdeen 
Piukerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Edin- 
burgh 

Potter  it  Clarke,  London 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Raimes  &  Co.,  York 
Sanger,  J.,  &  Sons,  London 
Smith,  T.  &  H.,  &  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Southall   Brothers  &  Barclay 

(Lim.),  Birmingham. 
Stevenson,  H.  E.,  &  Co.  London 
Sutton  &  Co.,  Chiswell  Street, 

E.C. 

Thompson,  John  (Lim.),  Liver- 
pool 

Wilkinson  &  Simpson  (Lim.), 

Newcastle 
Wilson  &  Co.,  Bradford 
Woolley,  J.,  Sons  &  Co.  (Lim.), 

Manchester 
Wright,   Layman    &  Umney, 

London 
Wyleys  (Lim.),  Coventry 


The  total  imports  into  the  Bahamas  in  1897  were  valued 
at  186,000?.,  of  which  131,000/..  came  from  the  United  States, 
46,000?.  from  the  United  Kingdom,  4,400?.  from  British 
colonies,  and  4,400?.  from  various  foreign  countries. 


'  Your  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas '  is  the  best  book  I  have 
ever  met  with." — Dr.  H.  S.  Bathwalla  (Dadar). 

"  Pharmaceutical  Fobmulas." — "  I  find  the  book  really 
splendid  and  thoroughly  up  to  date."— Mb.  R.  Buttees 
(Piesident,  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  South  Afiican 
Republic). 
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Commercial  IHotea, 

INDIGO-CROP   OF  INDIA. 

The  first  forecast  of  the  indigo-crop  of  the  North-West 
Provinces  and  Oudh  says  that  the  germination  of  the  seed 
was  generally  good,  but  a  large  proportion  of  the  crop 
appears  to  have  been  lost  in  consequence  of  insufficient  irri- 
gation and  the  serious  damage  by  insects. 

MEXICAN  GUM  CHICLE. 

The  exports  of  chicle  from  Mexico  continue  to  increase, 
the  amount  shipped  in  1897  being  nearly  500,000  lbs.  more 
than  in  1896.  As  the  demand  for  this  article  is  only  a  limited 
one,  the  effect  of  this  was  to  reduce  the  price  by  about 
20  per  cent.,  so  that  the  value  of  the  exports  in  1897  was 
less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

CHEMICALS  IN  MEXICO. 
During  1897  there  was  a  considerable  increase,  amounting 
to  nearly  40  per  cent.,  in  the  imports  of  caustic  soda  and 
potash  and  sulphates  of  iron  and  copper  into  Mexico  There 
was,  however,  a  decrease  in  paints  and  colours  (probably  due 
to  over- importation  in  1896),  and  in  miscellaneous  drugs  and 
chemicals.  The  values  of  the  imports,  according  to  these 
subdivisions  were  as  follows  : — Paints  and  colours,  54,419/.  ; 
caustic  soda  and  potash  and  sulphates  of  iron  and  copper, 
98  735/. ;  and  miscellaneous  drugs  and  chemicals,  191.655/. 

MEXICAN  VANILLA. 

The  exports  of  vanilla  through  Vera  Cruz  from  July  1, 
1896,  to  June  30,  1897,  were  16  tons,  valued  at  47,316/.,  of 
which  15  tons  went  to  the  United  States  and  1  ton  to 
France.  Mexican  vanilla  is  produced  principally  in  Papantla, 
Misantla,  and  Tuxpam.  It  is  harvested  from  November  to 
February,  and  is  divided  into  four  classes.  The  ruling 
prices  in  1897  were  from  80  to  140  Mexican  dollars  per 
1,000,  according  to  quality.  Mexican  cultivators  generally 
sell  their  crops  to  professional  curers. 

BARBADOS  BUSINESS. 

The  total  imports  to  Barbados  in  1897  amounted  to 
1,108.699/.  (as  compared  with  1,148,847/.  in  1896),  of  which 
474,622/.  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  182,829/.  from 
British  colonies,  and  351,248/.  from  foreign  countries.  Thus, 
there  is  a  falling-off  of  40,148/.  as  compared  with  1896  It 
is  satisfactory  to  note,  however,  that  the  value  of  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  7,000/., 
from  the  British  colonies  of  over  1,000/.,  while  the  total  loss 
in  value  is  on  imports  from  foreign  countries,  amounting-  to 
about  48.000/.  The  exports  from  the  island  weie  736,162/ , 
as  against  758,228/.  in  1896. 

PERFUMERY  IN  JAPAN. 

The  U.S.  Consul  at  Yokohama  says  the  imports  of  per- 
fumery and  toilet-preparations  during  1897  into  Japan  were : 
perfumed  waters,  &c,  $12,000  ;  musk,  $40,000 ;  and  cosmetics, 
#26,500.  The  musk,  which  is  imported  from  China,  is  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  imitations  of  various  foreign  per- 
fumes ;  the  other  articles  come  from  Great  Britain,  Germany, 
France.  India,  and  the  United  States.  The  following  names 
of  United  States  firms  at  Yokohama  who  deal  in  these  lines 
are  given  by  the  Consul : — The  China  and  Japan  Trading 
Company,  American  Trading  Company,  Messrs.  Walsh, 
Hall  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Frazer  &  Co. 

CEYLON  MEDICINES. 

Medicines  in  1897  were  imported  into  Ceylon  to  the  value 
of  236,481r.,  of  which  42,323r.  came  from  India,  besides 
18,739r.  worth  of  "apothecaries' ware."  In  1896  the  value 
of  the  medicines  imported  was  216,627r.,  and  in  commenting 
on  figures  for  previous  years  the  Ceylon  Observer  says : — 
"The  colony  cannot  be  accused  of  a  steadily  increasing 
consumption,  and  if  we  had  the  cinchona- alkaloid  locally 
extracted  and  prepared  for  use  in  a  private  laboratory,  and 
if  ipecacuanha  were  cultivated  and  locally  prepared,  we 
should  further  save  on  the  sums  mentioned,  and  have  two 
of  the  most  valuable  specifics  for  tropical  disease  made 
available."  The  exports  last  year  of  medicines  (local  pro- 
duction) to  U.K.,  India,  Germany,  and  the  Maldives  were 
valued  at  3,722r.  Senna-leave3  were  imported  from  British 
India  to  the  value  of  128r. 


FOREIGN   TRADE   OF  JAPAN. 

Statistics  of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  Japan  during  the 
six  months  ended  June  30,  1898,  compared  with  the  same 
period  of  last  year,  show — 


1898 

1897 

Yen 



Yen 

Exports   

69,647,099 

75,071,485 

Imports   

154,810,805 

99,041,224 

Total  

224,487,904 

174,112,709 

Excess  of  imports  ... 

85,193,706 

23,969,739 

The  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  as  will  be  seen,  is  far 
above  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  total  at  the  end  of  this  year  will  be  three  times  as  large 
as  that  of  the  previous  year.  This  is  probably  due  to  the 
approach  of  the  enforcement  of  the  new  Customs  tariff,  the 
operation  of  which  will  undoubtedly  stem  the  tide  of 
imports. 


Coming  Events. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Saturday,  September  24. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society.  Soiree  in  the  Gallery  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Paiuters  in  Water-colours,  Pall  Mall  East,  at  8. 

Monday,  September  26. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society.  Forty-third  Annual  Exhibition 
opens  at  the  Gallery  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Painters  in 
Water- colours,  Pall  Mall  East.  Daily  from  10  a.m.  till  5  P.M., 
and  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Saturday  evenings  from  7 
to  10  P.M. 

Thursday,  September  29. 

Annual  meeting  of  Parke's  Drug-stores. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  Annual  meeting,  Octo- 
ber 3,  7.30  P.M.    Second  annual  dinner,  October  4. 

The  Brewers'  and  Mineral-water  Manufacturers'  twentieth 
annual  exhibition  and  market  will  be  held  in  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tural Hall,  London,  N.,  from  October  29  to  November  4. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society  will  begin  its 
session  and  new  educational  arrangements  on  October  13  with  an 
address  by  Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Opening  meeting  on 
October  12.  Mr.  John  Harrison,  J. P.,  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  will  deliver  an  address,  entitled 
"  Pharmacy  and  Parliament." 

The  Grocery,  Provision,  Oil  and  Italian  Warehouse,  and  Allied 
Trades'  exhibition  and  market  will  be  held  in  the  Royal  Agricul- 
tural Hall,  London,  N.,  from  October  1  to  8.  Admission  :  10  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.,  Is. :  6  r.M.  to  10  p.m.,  6d. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.  Distribution  of  prizes  by  the  President,  and 
inaugural  address  to  students  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  by  Sir 
James  Crichton  Browne,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  on  October  3. 

Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  will  hold  their  annual  meeting  at  their  rooms  in 
Whimple  Street,  Plymouth,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  October  12. 
The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  in  the  evening  at  the  Farley 
Hotel. 

The  Optical  Exhibition  promoted  by  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Company  will  be  opened  by  the  Lord  Mayor  (the  Master),  on 
October  3,  at  the  Mansion  House.  The  exhibition  will  be  opened 
daily,  from  October  3  to  7,  from  2  till  9  o'clock.  Mr  H.  C.  Kemp, 
Thavies  Inn,  is  organiser  and  manager. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Union.  It  has  been  decided  to  hold  the 
first  general  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  at  the  Horseshoe 
Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  on  October  6,  at  9  p.m.,  when  the 
opening  address  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Henry  Dutch.  The 
Secretary  informs  Us  that  subscriptions  are  coming  in  well  from 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  local  secretaries  have  been  appointed 
in  many  towns. 


